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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The National Statistical Office conducted the First Agricultural Census in 1950, the
Second in 1963, the Third in 1978 and the Fourth in 1993. To obtain timely statistics of agricultural
structure data for policy-making, monitoring and evaluation of the agricultural development projects
and in accordance with the recommendations of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nations (FAQ), the Fifth Agricultural Census was thus conducted in 2003.

1.2 Objective

The objectives of the agricultural census were as follows:

1. To collect data on agricultural structures such as number and area of holdings, land
use, land tenure, planted area of crops, number of inland fishery establishments, water area under
fresh water culture, number of livestock, the use of fertilizer and pesticide, machinery and equipment, etc.

2. To provide data for small administrative units.

3. To provide a frame for other agricultural surveys.

4. To study changes of agricultural structures in 10 years.



1.3 Coverage

The 2003 Agricultural Census covered all holdings which agricultural activity were

cultivating crops, rearing livestock and culturing fresh water.

1.4 Definitions

1. Holding
A holding is an economic unit of agricultural production (cultivating crops,
rearing livestock and culturing fresh water) under single management comprising all livestock
kept and all land used wholly or partly for agricultural production purposes, without regard to
title or legal form. The holding’s land may consist of one or more parcels, located in one or

more separate areas of the same province.

2. Holder

A holder refers to a civil or juridical person who exercises management control
and takes major decisions over the agricultural holding operation. The holder has technical and
economic responsibility for the holding and may undertake all responsibilities directly, or
delegate responsibilities to a hired manager. A hired manager participating in economic and

financial responsibilities in addition to managing the holding is considered a holder.

3. Area of Holding

Area of holding is the combined area of all the holding's parcels in the province,
including land owned by the holder, rented from others and land under other tenure forms.
(Land owned by the holder but rented to others are excluded).

The holding area includes farmyard, land occupied by farm buildings and

holder's house located on the holding.

4. Land Tenure

This refers to the arrangements or rights under which the holder holds or uses
holding land. A holding may be operated under one or more tenure forms as follows:
1) Owned : A holder is considered an owner of a piece of land if
(1) he, according to the law, has a full right in it, i.e. he possesses a land

certificate such as title deed, NS 3, SK 1 which is issued by the authority concerned, he may




have the right on the land which is resulted by the law or he may possess some certificates,
according to the Land Reform Act, which legally permits him to operate the land; or

(2) he occupies and cultivates the land as if he were the owner as in the
case of inheritance pending documentary evidence or pending the separation of the title deeds
or other important documents; or

(3) he has occupied and cultivated the land continually without any
resistance for 10 years and over.

2) Rented : A renter is one who rents the land from another person for
agricultural operation and he has to pay rents to the land owner by cash or crop product.

3) Mortgage : A contract whereby a person, called the mortgagor, assigns a
property to another person, called the mortgagee, as security for the performance of an
obligation, without delivering the property to the mortgage.

4) Sale with right of redemption : A contract of sale whereby the ownership of
the property sold passes to the buyer subject to an agreement that the seller can redeem that

property.

5) Others : this refers to all types of tenure not covered by above forms.

4. The Census Day
This refers to May 1, 2003.
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