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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Thailand has been facing severe economic crisis, resulting on both macro and micro
levels since 1997. It is accepted that one of the major problems causing the crisis is the lack of
good warning information. The government, therefore, has organized Economic and Social
Early Warning System Improvement Project.

The National Statistical Office, as one of the organizations participating in this project,
conducted the 1999 construction survey to compile the construction statistics used in the
economic warning system.

As it was a new and urgent project, the National Statistical Office tried her best to seek
an appropriate sampling frame from 4 sources. They were the 1996 Listing of Industrial and
Business Establishments conducted by the National Statistical Office, the registration data
from the Department of Commercial Registration, as of January 1999 the Social Security
Office and the Thai Construction Association, both as of March 1999.

The data collection was performed in 2 stages; the listing stage and the enumeration
stage, which the general information and the operational characteristics of the establishments
were collected respectively. The results of the survey would be presented into 2 sets; the basic

information and the detailed information.

1.2 Objectives

The objectives of the 1999 listing of construction establishments are as follows:
1. To collect information on the structures and the distributions of construction
establishments
2. To compile the directory, which will be used as an up to data sampling

frame for the annual and other related surveys



The items collected are as follows;
e Name and address of establishment
® Types of construction industry
e Form of legal organization
e Number of persons engaged
® Maximum contract price

® Operational characteristics of construction establishments

1.3 Coverage
The coverage of the 1999 listing of construction establishment is as follows;
- Corporation establishments in the whole kingdom
- Individual proprietor establishments which were in the register the Social
Security Office, in the whole kingdom
- Individual proprietors establishments located in Bangkok Metropolis and
municipal areas in the whole kingdom which were not in the register of the

Social Security Office.

1.4 Reference period

All information compiled was subjected to the establishments operating in 1998

1.5 Concepts and definitions
1. Establishment
Establishment is defined as an economic unit, which engages, under the
ownership or control of a single legal entity, in a kind of economic activity at a fixed location.
2. Construction
Construction refers to economic activity directed to the creation, renovation
repair and extension of fixed asset in the form of buildings, land improvement of an
engineering nature and other such engineering constructions as roads, bridges dams and tunnel

etc.



Construction industry refers to establishments engaged in the following
activities;

e Site preparation e.g. demolition, wrecking of old building, land
preparation etc.

e Building of complete constructions or parts thereof; civil engineering
e.g. highways streets bridges, tunnel etc. including new construction
additions, alteration and repairs

® Building installation e.g. plumbing, installation of air-conditioning,
alarm system, escalator etc.

e Building complete e.g. glazing plastering painting and decoration floor
and wall tiling, floor sanding etc.

® Renting of construction or demolition equipment with operator e.g.

renting of crane with operator etc.
3. Form of legal organization
The ownership of an establishment was classified according to its legal status

as follows:
1) Individual proprietor
Refers to a privately owned establishment or an establishment
owned or organized in the form of partnership, but not registered.
2) Juristic partnership
Refers to an establishment which is legally registered by at least
2 persons who were bound together to form and share their responsibilities in a business.
3) Company Limited
Refers to an establishment, which was established and legally
registered by an initiative group of at least 7 persons.
Public Company Limited
Refers to an establishment founded as registered company,
merged or that transformed the company and purposes to sell shares to the public, consisting

15 shareholders.



4) Others
Refers to establishments other than those mentioned above and
the initiative group who took part in the registration of the establishments comprised at least 3
persons. The establishment included in this category was associations, societies, clubs, etc.
4. Persons engaged
This refers to paid and unpaid workers who worked in or for the
establishments. It also included persons who normally worked in the establishment but were
absent during the referred period due to illness or on leave with pay, but excluded those
persons who were on leave for military services or one who had obtained long leave or were

on strike. Persons engaged in an establishment were classified as follows :
1) Owners, partners and unpaid workers
Refer to owners or partners who managed or participated in
management of establishment but received no wages or salaries, or member of household of
owners/partners who worked for at least 20 hours a week without regular pay.
2) Laborers
Refer to skilled and unskilled employees who were directly
engaged in construction process and related activities, such as bricklayers, concrete workers,
roof tillers, painters etc.
3) Professional workers
Refer to persons who were engaged in research or in applying
theories or techniques in construction work, such as architecture, engineer and technician etc.
4) Other employees
Refer to all employees other than laborers and professional

workers, such as salaried manager and director, clerk, typist, bookkeeper and the like.



1.6 Data collection
The listing was conducted by interviewing method. The enumerators who are
permanent and temporary staffs of the National Statistical Office were sent out to the

establishments for interviewing the entrepreneurs or persons entitled during June - July 1999

1.7 Data processing

Basic characteristics of the construction establishments of the provincial areas were
processed and reported at the provincial offices with the technical supports from the central
office e.g. preparation of the software programs for data entry and tabulation, and drafting
form of the report. Those basic data for regions and the whole kingdom, as well as the detail

information of the establishments were processed and reported at the central office.

1.8 Data presentation and reporting
Results of the listing are presented in to 3 levels of publication
1. Provincial report consists of totally 75 volumes.
2. Regional report consists of 6 volumes, i.e. Bangkok Metropolis, Vicinity,
Central, Northern, Northeastern and Southern region.

3. Whole kingdom report
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