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“..d have known for many years that statistics is a c/ngcu/ z;/fe/ d
One may acquire data and present it in a table but it will be
(/ﬁcu/ ! to interpret.

For instance, if one states that there are a lof (gf persons
in one cafeg@rg one may not know how fo (/;Zfereﬂfz'a/e the cafeg@rz'es.
One may stafe that the KAing is a civil servant as well as an artist

an economist as well a historian.
@hat becomes 4 calegories and this is the (/ﬂzjfcu/ Zy f@r the statistician...”

The Royal Speech of His Majesty the King, when the National Statistical Office’s Executives were
granted an audience with His Majesty the King to present Statistical Reports and undertake a
Royal Interview on conducting the 2000 Population and Housing Census

19 April 2000

at Piemsuk Villa, Klaikangwol Palace, Prachuap Khiri Khan
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It is widely accepted that in the implementation of any development project for
overcoming challenges at either the national or area level there needs to be available information
as a key component in that implementation, especially accurate statistical data. Such statistical
data can be used as evidence-based plans for policy and investment, including monitoring and
evaluation of implemented projects. The National Statistical Office, as the national central agency,
is responsible for producing such basic statistics to support the work of public and private sectors

as well as for the general public.

Since its official establishment in 1963, the National Statistical Office has played an essential
role as the main organization producing and providing statistical data and information in various
dimensions, such as economic statistics (i.e. agricultural statistics, industrial statistics, income and
expenditure statistics, etc.), social statistics (i.e. population statistics, labor statistics, educational
statistics, etc.) and statistics on information and communication technology (i.e. statistics on the use
of computers, the internet and the mobile phone, etc.). In producing statistical data of such kind,
the National Statistical Office has focused on the quality of statistics produced in direct compliance
with accepted international standards by keeping up current research, developing and bringing in
new techniques and technology into statistical production. Moreover, the National Statistical Office
has placed a high priority in human resource development in maintaining its mission effectively
over time so that the statistical data produced will be at a high quality, accurate and precise and
to be used as essential tools for the country’s development accurately reflecting the country’s
challenges. This leads to a clear direction in overcoming immediate challenges and keeping pace

with the development and sustainability of the digital economy.

This report of the 52™ Anniversary of the National Statistical Office is published in order
to present the backeround of the Office from its beginning up to its present operations. The work
of the National Statistical Office reflects the direction of the future where statistical data has
become more widely accepted and will become the necessary raw materials for the country’s
development. More importantly the contents in the report of key personnel and events occurring
will inform new generations of how the National Statistical Office has come to be.

The National Statistical Office sincerely wishes that this report will inform and contribute
to an comprehensive understanding of the roles and duties of the National Statistical Office. The
importance of being part of providing factual and accurate data is an initial and essential input in
compiling quality statistics, creating information and knowledge that ultimately leads to precise

decision making that leads to the people’s and country’s prosperity.

Working Group
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Message from the Minister of Information and Communication Technology
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The National Statistical Office is the central agency responsible for producing statistical
data for the country, it was officially established on 23 May 1963 and has completed 52 years
of operation in 2015. Accurate statistical data collection is crucial for all countries but at the
same time it is very difficult to obtain accurate and timely data from various respondents and
stakeholders; i.e. data providers and users. Data collection also becomes much more difficult due
to rapid changes in socio-economic situations; therefore, it has become necessary for the National
Statistical Office to improve statistical data gathering to keep up with the changes so as to obtain
relevant, accurate and timely information . In the 52-year period that the National Statistical Office
has been in operation, it has demonstrated the ability to create a “society of data and information

users”, statistical data is now widely used for evidence-based plans and policies.

It is widely recognized that we are now living in an information era where information is
power. The public sector needs and uses statistical data and information for plans and policy
formulation in making correct decisions. Even in daily life, people apply statistics as guidance for

improved decision making.
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On the occasion of its 52" anniversary on 23 May 2015, | would like to take this opportunity
to bless the National Statistical Office to continue its long and lasting development. | would also like
to wish personnel at all levels of the National Statistical Office happiness with prosperity, strength, will

and wisdom for continued statistical development.
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FguunTitmsnsgnmanaluladasaumauaznisions
SUAY lodde
Mr. Pornchai Rujiprapa
Minister, Ministry of Information and Communication Technology

December 2014
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Message from the Permanent Secretary;
Ministry of Information and Communication Technology
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The National Statistical Office was officially founded on 23 May 1963, under the
Office of the Prime Minister. During the bureaucratic reform in 2002, the National Statistical Office
was transferred to the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology. The National
Statistical Office has played a significant role as the central organization in producing
statistical data and information of economic, social and information and communication
technology aspects. The National Statistical Office also represents the Ministry of Information and
Communication Technology in regional administration and this role has become an important and

essential mechanism of the Ministry.

Statistical work is regarded as a vital input for a government’s policy development
and is an extremely crucial mechanism in formulating socio-economic plans and policies
to drive the country forward. In this drive through digital devices, it is necessary to gather basic
information, such as population statistics, labor, agricultural, industrial, household income and
expenditure statistics, etc., and to convert these into information that can be used by others such
as for the evaluation and monitoring of government projects. Quality statistical data that is used
effectively comes from the hard work of NSO officials. Through their hard work, determination, good
will and continued development, their output has been widely accepted at both the national and

international levels. | greatly appreciate with the professionalism displayed by all NSO’s officials.
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Mrs. Methini Thepmani
Permanent Secretary; Ministry of Information and Communication Technology
March 2015
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Message from the Director General; National Statistical Office
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Since the foundation of the office of the National Statistical Office in 1963 up to the
completion of 52 years of operation in 2015, the National Statistical Office has played a major role

in producing basic and relevant statistics for all sectors.

The mission of the National Statistical Office is to collect data via national censuses and
surveys and interpret these data using statistical techniques. In undertaking every Population and
Housing Census, the National Statistical Office has obtained precious audience from His Majesty
the King in providing the Royal interview to the executives of National Statistical Office regarding
the Population and Housing Census, this is held in the highest regard. His Majesty the King is a great
model, among others, in statistical work. His Majesty the King has shown his precious capability and
vision in statistical work, in which the National Statistical Office has taken his advice into account

and followed the Royal thoughts for practicing and developing our work over the years.
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The statistical system in Thailand is regarded as a decentralized system, where other
government agencies can also produce statistics according to their own mission and purpose. A
decentralized statistical system is effective in terms of the user producing their own statistics for their
own use, however, will not be effective such statistics are duplicated by others. This, of course, causes
the data collected to be not uniform and standardized leading to its non comparability. In order not
to confuse data users, the National Statistical Office, as the central organization authorized by the
Statistical Act, is responsible for collecting statistical data of the country. The National Statistical Office
also needs to play a role as the administrator of the statistical system of the country, so as to have
timely, standardized and relevant data according to user needs. Therefore these data can be used by

both public and private sectors for their evidence-based plans and policies more effectively.
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Mr. Viboondhat Sudhantanakit
Director General; National Statistical Office
March 2015
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The National Statistical Office was founded under the Prime Ministerial Decree (2™

volume) on 23 May 1963 and in 2015 has completed 52 years. However, statistical work had
begun before that for more than half a century when the “Department of Statistical Forecasting”
was established under the Ministry of the Royal Treasury on 1* of April 1915, during the reign of
King Vajiravudh (Rama VI). Soon after the Department of Statistical Forecasting was transferred and
restructured several times but statistical work continued until the first Statistical Act was issued on

31 January 1952 during the reign of King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX).
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As mentioned by Professor Dr. Bundhit
Kantabutra; the Secretary General of the
National Statistical Office in the Statistics
Newsletter; His Majesty the King considered
statistical work as extremely important. In his
discussion with Dr. David Rockefeller, the King
considered statistics was the most important
issue in Thailand and needed to be urgently
improved. On 15" November 1962, Dr. David
Rockefeller sent Dr. Stacy May, who was an
American top statistician and economist to
advise in the work in statistics to the Thai
Government. The Government at that time had
assigned the office of the National Economic
Development Board to be in charge and six
months later, the National Statistical Office
was formally established as a department
under the Office of the Prime Minister on 23"
May 1963 and developed into the “Statistical
Act of 1965”.

With His Majesty the King’s superb
capability and wide vision, the National
Statistical Office has continued to operate
for 52 years. We at the National Statistical
Office promise that we will cordially take into
account His Majesty the King’s ways of thinking
for our direction in statistical work, to further
develop a strong statistical system and make it
available to the people and to ensure its high
level of quality. Consequently, such statistics
will be effectively used by policy makers in
both the public and private sectors for their
evidence-based plans and policies and
ultimately for the wealth and prosperity of the
country and the Thai people.
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This special article is written by
Professor Dr. Bundhit Kantabutra; the first
Secretary General of the National Statistical
Office and was published in the daily newspaper
“The Nation”, on 5" December 1999, on the
auspicious occasion of His Majesty the King’s
72" birthday on 5" December 1999.

The National Statistical Office and
all other statistical agencies have the highest
reverence towards His Majesty the King and
are grateful with unqualified admiration for
his generous support throughout our history.
His Majesty the King has inspired the NSO
personnel with his visionary leadership and has
contributed to the continued high morale of
staff who have worked diligently following His
Majesty the King’s direction in statistical work
for the country.
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His Majesty the King granted an audience to Mr. Ambhorn Arunrangsi; Secretary General of the National
Statistical Office, together with executives, to undertake a Royal Interview on conducting the 1980 Population
and Housing Census, on 14" April 1980 at Chitralada Villa, Dusit Palace

52 U sanauanaudiona
National Statistical Office 22



e - e
- d‘.{.z)ar-_a. B .—\;\.

WszumaAINIzIEeERY smsznunlusaindiiusansznden T wnaiyds gassaled au1snisada
WA Wz duImsatinnuaifuii hyaazessgdnssum yewszemudunuallunisdavinlasing

A TUUTE N TUAIAVE WA, bdamm WU bo TUIAY .M. bemm o NIEAMINTNTAMITINGIU NIV
Gl

His Majesty the King granted an audience to Mrs. Phensri Suwansingha; Secretary General of the
National Statistical Office, together with executives, to undertake a Royal Interview on conducting the
1990 Population and Housing Census, on 20" March 1990 at Chitralada Villa, Dusit Palace
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His Majesty the King granted an audience to Miss Eiamchan Premyothin; Secretary General of the
National Statistical Office, together with executives, to undertake a Royal Interview on conducting the

2000 Population and Housing Census, on 19" April 2000 at Piemsuk Villa, Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin,
Prachuap Khiri Khan
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn paid a Royal Visit to the Data Processing Center of
Thailand. On this occasion, Mr. Niyom Purakam,; Secretary General and Mr. Thavisakdi Thangsuphanich;
Director of Data Processing Center of Thailand were granted an audience to present the Center on 14"
April 1982. The personnel of the National Statistical Office felt very much grateful for this Royal Visit.
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Representing His Majesty the King, Her Royal Highness Princess Chulabhorn granted an audience to
Mrs. Jirawan Boonperm; Permanent Secretary of the Minisrty of Information and Communication Technology,
Mr. Viboondhat Sudhantanakit; Director General of the National Statistical Office, together with executives,
to report on the“Conducting the 2010 Population and Housing Census: 100" Anniversary of the Thai
Population Census for His Majesty The King” On 26" November 2010 at Chakri Bongkot Villa, Pathum
Thani

52 U Aunnuanausena
National Statistical Office 26



o uanadviguaudstinalnenuauaia

Statistics and the Past Eminent Persons of the Country
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“Using Statistics to Shine the Truth is Better than any Number of Words”

Adapted from Andrew Lang’s Statement
He uses statistics like a drunk uses a electricity post on which to support him
rather than to shine the way

Major General H.R.H Prince Naradhip Bongsprabandh

(Former Deputy Prime Minister and Chairperson of the National Statistical Committee)
(A statement on the founding ceremony of the National Statistical Office

on Monday, 30" September 1963)
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“Evidences of various things which have been kept in the form of figures or
statistics were of great value for implementing any work in development of the
country. In planning and forecasting needs of the economy, such as forecasting

demands for products in the market, forecasting movement of the currency,

including quantity forecasting of the number of population, for example, with this,
statistical work is so important”.

Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat

(Former Prime Minister)

(Statement on the founding ceremony of the National Statistical Office
on Monday, 30" September 1963)
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Growing with Stability towards Becoming
the National Center of Statistical Data

UredInuadALiE® W.A. m&ob
Signboard of the National Statistical Office in 1963
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King Vajiravudh had mentioned that “It is time to compile statistics by collecting registration
items and reports from Ministries and Departments for general forecasting. In this regard, His
Majesty the King requested an expert in statistical forecasting from Egypt to begin statistical work
and coach all officers concerned”. Soon after, His Majesty the King established the “Department
of Statistical Forecasting” under the Royal Treasury Ministry on 1% April 1915. This Royal Command
was declared in the Government Gazette, vol. 31 dated 14" March 1914, Prince Pitthayalongkorn
was appointed as the Director General. The Department of Statistical Forecasting was in charge of
collecting registration items and reports for analysis and advanced forecasting under supervision of

an international expert.
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Declaration of Establishment of the Department of Statistical Forecasting in the Government Gazette
vol. 31 page 558 on 14" March 1914
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STATISTICAL YEAR BOOK

OF THE

KINGDOM OF STAM
1916

FIRST NUMBER

PUBLISHED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND STATISTICS
MINISTRY OF FINANCE.

ENGLISH EDITION.

NUIED5189UED AU N.A. ecde (LaNLSN)
The 1916 Statistical Yearbook (first edition)

In September 1915, King Vajiravudh
(Rama VI) expanded the Statistical Forecasting
Department’s duties to look after of commercial
work as well, this Royal Command in expansion of
the department was declared in the Government
Gazette, vol. 32 dated 5" September 1915, with
the new name; Department of Commercial and
Statistical Forecasting, under the same Ministry
of “The Royal Treasury”. With this expanded
duty, the Department of Commercial and
Statistical Forecasting extended data collection
and published the first Statistical Yearbook in

the English version.

In August 1920, King Vajiravudh (Rama
VI) established the “Commercial Dissemination
Council” and upgraded the Department of
Commercial and Statistical Forecasting to the
Ministry of Commerce” under the “Commercial
Dissemination Council” on 20" August 1920.
Statistical work under this Ministry of Commerce
was renamed as the “Department of General

Statistics”.
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On 28" July 1921, the Royal Command
transferred the “Department of General
Statistics” to be attached to the “Command
Department” of the Ministry of Royal Treasury.
The Royal Command stated that “Currently the
implementation of commerce had expanded
and the General Statistics administration
mostly concerned financial issues, it is
appropriate that it be moved out of the
Ministry of Commerce to the Command
Department, Ministry of Royal Treasury
with the new name to be the “Department
of Statistical Forecasting”. The Head of the
Department was the foreigner “Mr. Thrustrame”.
The duties of the Department were to collect
data from various offices and to publish and

disseminate the annual statistical report.

In 1927, Mr. Thrustrame returned back
to his home country, His Serene Highness
Adhipornpong Kasemsri took his place. Upon
becoming appointed as the Permanent Secretary

of the department in May 1933, His Serene

> B2/
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Highness Adhipornpong downgraded the
Department of Statistical Forecasting to the
“Statistical Forecasting Division”, under the
Commercial Department, Ministry of Economics,
according to the Government Gazette on 23"
May 1933. The Statistical Forecasting Division was
headed by His Serene Highness Adhipornpong
and the division was transferred to be attached
to the “Secretariat of the Cabinet”, with the
name “Division of Statistical Forecasting

Compilation”

In 1935, the Division of Statistical
Forecasting Compilation was located in the Royal
Palace with His Serene Highness Adhipornpong
Kasemsri as the Director. The Division of
Statistical Forecasting Compilation, as a central

unit, was responsible for statistical data service.

In 1936, the first Act concerning statistics
was issued and was called the 1936 Statistical
Forecasting Act. This Act identified duties for
the statistical administration of the country and
duties of the people to follow the Act, however,
the statistical unit was still called the “Statistical

Forecasting Compilation Division”
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In May 1942, the “Statistical Forecasting
Compilation Division” was transferred to the
“Department of Commercial Intelligence,
Ministry of Commerce,” and in May 1943, the
“Statistical Forecasting Compilation Division”
was moved to the “Secretariat of the Cabinet”,

Office of the Prime Minister.

In 1950, the National Economic Council
was established and according to item 4 of the
1950 National Economic Council Act, stated
that “All authorities and duties concerning
statistical forecasting compilation and
administration of the Statistical Forecasting
Compilation Division that was attached to
the “Secretariat of the Cabinet”, Office of
the Prime Minister would now be moved to

the National Economic Council.

In December 1950, the 1950 Royal Decree
on administration of the National Economic
Council, as stated in the Government Gazette
on 26" December 1950, set up the “Central
Statistical Office” at the “National Economic
Council”. The Central Statistical Office was
headed by His Serene Highness Adhipornpong
Kasemsri and the Office’s structure was divided
into 3 divisions namely, Statistical Administration
Division, Statistical Supporting and Coordinating
Division and the Census and Current Statistics
Division.

In 1951, the Central Statistical Office
began using machines for data processing of

Agricultural Census data.
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In 1952 the Statistical Act was issued and
soon after amended from the 1% Act to be the
2" Act. On 6" September 1959, the “National
Economic Council” was abolished and the
establishment the “Office of National Economic
Development” in Office of the Prime Minister.
The Central Statistical Office was attached to the

“Office of National Economic Development”.

In 1960, the Central Statistical Office
conducted the 1960 Population Census, which
was the 6" round of the Thai census but the
1" time undertaken by the Central Statistical
Office. The 1% survey on family expenditure was

also conducted at the same time.

In May 1963, the Central Statistical Office
was separated from the Office of the National
Economic Development, and was upgraded
to be the “National Statistical Office” with
equivalent status as a “department” attached to
the Office of the Prime Minister on 23 May 1963,
according to the Office of the Prime Ministerial
regulation (2" edition) 1963, and announced
in the Government Gazette vol. 80 section 50
dated 22" May 1963. The National Statistical
Office was headed by the first Secretary General;
Mr. Bundhit Kantabutra, the office was located
at Larn Luang Rd., Pom Prap Sattru Phai District
(near Ta Lad Nang Loeng).

In 1963, The National Statistical Office
changed its data processing system from Unit
Record to a full computer system; IBM 1401,
which was the first computer of the National
Statistical Office and the second one in Thailand.
This system was used for processing data of the
1963 Agricultural Census, which was the first
time a computer was used for data processing
in Thailand.
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General H.R.H Prince Naradhip Bongsprabandh; Deputy Prime Minister, Presided over an Event to open
the National Statistical Office’s Signboard in 1963; the First Secretary General of the National Statistical

Office; Mr. Bundhit Kantabutra is seen welcoming him.
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In August 1965, the 1965 Statistical Act
was enacted in place of the 1952 Act. Certain
items were amended to be more appropriate
and relevant with the working environment. The
1965 Act fully stated the authority and duties
concerning implementing statistical work. In
addition, in this Act the “National Statistical
Committee” was set up to advise the National
Statistical Office with the head of the National
Statistical Office being the secretary of the
committee, with this the highest position of the
National Statistical Office was called “Secretary

General”.
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In 1966, 12 office zones and 69 provincial

statistical offices were set up.

In 1992, a Royal Decree on organization
and administration of the National Statistical
Office, Office of the Prime Minister, divided
the National Statistical Office into 9 divisions,
authority of each division was declared in the
Government Gazette vol. 109 section 91 dated

28" August 1992.

In 1993, the organization and administration
was improved and provincial statistical offices were

declared as a regional administration, as stated in

the Government Gazette vol. 110 section 207 dated
9" December 1993.
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Building of the National Statistical Office
in 1963
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Building of the National Statistical Office
before its move
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In 2002, with the national bureaucratic
reform, the National Statistical Office was
transferred to be attached to the Ministry of
Information and Communication Technology,
as announced in the Government Gazette vol.
119 section 103a dated 9" October 2002.

In 2007, the 2007 Statistical Act was
enacted to replace the 1965 Act, with certain
items amended, i.e. abolishing the “National
Statistical Committee”, resulting in changing
the highest position from “Secretary General”

to “Director General”.

In 2010, the National Statistical
Office moved on 4" January 2010 to
Ratthaprasasanabhakti Building, the Government
Complex on His Majesty the King’s 80" Birthday
Anniversary, floor 1 - 4 North zone and 2™ floor
of South zone and organized an event to open
its Signboard in the new office on the anniversary
of its establishment on 23™ May 2011.
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The Ministry of Information and Communication Technology
was established on 3™ October 2002, and consists of the
following offices;

Administrative Organizations Organizations
(1) The Office of the Minister (1) Telephone Organization of Thailand
(2) The Office of the (Public Company Limited)
Permanent Secretary (2) The Communications Authority of Thailand
(3) The Meteorological Department (Public Company Limited)

(4) The National Statistical Office (3) Thailand Post Company Limited
(4) Software Industry Promotion Agency
(Public Organization)
(5) Electronic Government Agency (Public Organization)
(6) Electronic Transactions Development Agency

(Public Organization)
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Since an establishment of the National Statistical Office in 1963, the office was located at
Larn Luang Rd., Pom Prap Sattru Phai District, Bangkok, in the same district as the Office of National
Economic and Social Development Board and Department of Technical and Economic Cooperation.
This particular area close to a large community called “Ta Lad Nang Loeng”, (which was the first land
market in Thailand, established during the reign of King Rama V. In the earlier period it was called
Baan Sanam Khwai, then renamed as E-Loeng according to a name of a large jar in Mon language,

and finally renamed during the era of Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram, to be “Ta Lad Nang

Loeng”.) This community has been in existence for more than 100 years.
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“Ta Lad Nang Loeng” has been famous
for Thai desserts, food, and duck noodles, for
example and is an outstanding source of varied
kinds of food for government and private sector

employees surrounding the area.

With continued urbanization and with
the location of the National Statistical Office
in the center of Bangkok with a lot of traffic
congestion, plans were made to re-locate
to a new office by requesting government
land in the area. This attempt failed and in
2001 the Government assigned the Treasury
Department to search for a new area to
support an expansion of the government
offices. The Treasury Department came up
with a plan to providing a large building
complex for many Government offices. This
master plan became the background of
the Project on the “Bangkok Government

Complex, Chaeng Watthana Road”.

AUGIIYNITRAUNTTATA <o WIT¥1 (WeTmiug)
The Government Complex on His Majesty the King’s 80™ Birthday Anniversary
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The Project on “Bangkok Government
Complex, Chaeng Watthana Road” is located
on 300 Rai of public property land on Chaeng
Watthana Road in Laksi District. There are 2 main
buildings; the Ratchaburidirekrit Building and the
Ratthaprasasanabhakti Building. The National
Statistical Office moved to this location area
on 4™ January 2010 and organized an event to
open up its Signboard on the anniversary of its
establishment on 23 May 2011.
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Moving during the Time of Natural Disaster

While operating in its new office at the Government Complex in 2011, natural disaster in the
form of a large flood required the National Statistical Office to temporarily move offices. This large
flood caused a great obstacle in travel to the Government Complex then the National Statistical
Office moved to work at the 301 meeting room of the Office of the Permanent Secretary; Office of
the Prime Minister from 14-25 November, 2011.

In the latter part of 2013, political crisis hit Thailand and a large demonstration was held at
the Ratthaprasasanabhakti Building where the National Statistical Office was located and required
that the Office temporarily move to the Office of the Civil Servants Commission; Nonthaburi province
from 2 - 9 December 2013. Continue political crisis required another temporary move in early of
2014 to Kanoksin Export Import Co., Ltd. Ram Indra Road, Bangkok during 13 - 17 January 2014 and
then again to Moo Baan Seraneeya Don Mueang District, Bangkok from 20" January - 14" March
2014. After this period, when normalcy finally returned, the Office moved back to the Government

Complex.
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When the National Statistical Office was founded in 1963, as a
department under Office of the Prime Minister, it used the same logo
as the Office of the Prime Minister with a small asjustment of adding a
circle and placing in the name of the National Statistical Office. The logo
of the office of the Prime Minister is “The Seal of Rajasiha (Lion) and
Gajasiha (Elephant-Headed Lion), the Protectors of the Constitution.
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With government reform in 2002, the National Statistical Office was transferred and attached

to the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology, this required a change in the logo.

This logo is the picture of the Buddha with the details meaning as follows; The Buddha is represented

as being knowledgeable and having a greenish complexion. He is holding a scroll in his right hand

which represents knowledge of all kinds, a scimitar in his left hand representing power and a radius

around his head representing wisdom. A small design on top of circle frame means to help Buddha

gain more knowledge and with the bottom representing the center of all information. The name of

the National Statistical Office was added into the logo.
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In 2009, just before the 2010 Population and Housing Census was conducted, marking
the 100" anniversary of the National Statistical Office, a new Logo Contest was held to represent

the Offices’ goal of advocating society to see the importance of statistical data.

This winning logo of the National Statistical Office has been in use up to the present
time, representing duties and responsibilities of the National Statistical Office as the central agency
producing statistical data and information to be used for the country’s development. The logo
consists of a graph with an x and y axis, a picture of the Buddha and the name of the office, the

meaning is as follows;
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Vertical line (Y axis) Horizontal line (X axis) : refers to a statistical graph and clear

targets and standards of the National Statistical Office.

3 Curved Lines (2 in green and 1 in blue)
2 green curved lines : refer to strategies and missions of the National Statistical
Office, focusing on development of statistics and information for the benefit of the

population and country.

1 blue curved line : refers to accuracy and reliable statistics and information that are

produced.

Graph points up as the letter “N”
Meaning 1 : refers to the progress of the National Statistical Office as a guidance of
the country with the National Statistical Office being the central office in producing

data and information for the country’s development.

Meaning 2 : refers to letter “N”, which means national organization and mechanism

in pushing the country’s development with statistics and information.

Phra Buddha : refers to the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology,
where the National Statistical Office is attached.
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Beginning when King Vajiravudh established the “Department of Statistical Forecasting” under

the Ministry of the Royal Treasury on 1% April 1915, Thailand began enacting Statistical Acts with several

amendments to suit changing conditions and to more clearly identify roles and duties in implementing

statistical work of the country. In total, there 4 issuances were enacted as follows;
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“The 1936 Statistical Forecasting
Act” was the first Statistical Act of Thailand.
The objective of this Act was to align statistical
forecasting of the country with major statutes,
such as statute 5, stating that the “Statistical
Forecasting Compilation Division” (the National
statistical Office at this time) had the authority
in compiling statistics and implementing
statistical administration of the country and
providing statistical service. The appointment
of “officers” and issuing of regulations was
under the authority of the Prime Minister who is
to maintain the effectiveness of this Act. There
were rules expressing the duties of citizens in
providing data and punishments for not doing
so, including identifying government officers and
others concerned for keeping confidentiality of
individual data and punishment if such people

breach the statements in the Act.
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“The 1952 Statistical Act” continued
the same principle of “the 1936 Act” but
included additional items on compilation of
registration data from government offices. In
conducting censuses and surveys, the office
needed to issue a Decree and announce this
in the Government Gazette. For appointment
of “officers” was under the authority of the
president of the National Economic Council and
“staff” was under the authority of the Director
of Statistical Administration. In December of
1950 the “Statistical Forecasting Compilation
Division” was restructured to be the “Central
Statistical Office”, attached to the “National
Economic Council”. The Director of Statistical
Administration was to be the head of the office,
responsible for directing and controlling activities
of the Central Statistical Office, including setting
up the “Statistical Committee” consisting of
representatives from Line Ministries, appointed
by the National Economic Council, to oversee

statistical work.

“The 1965 Statistical Act” continued
the same content as “the 1952 Act”, with
some points adjusted to suit conditions for
implementing statistical work at that time. On
23 May 1963, the Office separated from the
National Economic Council and was restructured
to be the “National Statistical Office”,
attached to the Office of the Prime Minister. The
main content of the 1965 Statistical Act was to
set up the “National Statistical Committee”
to supervise and advise in the implementation

of the National Statistical Office activities. The
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head of the National Statistical Office acted as
a member of the Committee and secretary to
that Committee, and was subsequently titled
the “Secretary General”. Other main contents
in the Act were that the National Statistical
Office was to be responsible for constructing the
“Government Statistical Plan” including budget
approval for other offices in their statistical work.
In conducting censuses and surveys, the National
Statistical Office was issued a Decree with the
Secretary General authorized to appoint “staff”
and the Prime Minister authorized to appoint

“officers”.

“The 2007 Statistical Act” was
announced in the Government Gazette, vol. 124
dated 12" September 2007; this Act was enacted
to update to suit changing conditions of the
country and to strengthen the role of the central
organization in statistics. The main items of this Act
stated that the National Statistics Office shall be
the central state agency in charge of technical
statistics work, to prepare the “Master Plan
for the implementation of the government
statistical work”, to prepare statistics standards
so as to manage the statistical system to
be unique and standardized. One important
thing was to abolish the “National Statistical
Committee”, which resulted in the renaming of
the Head of the National Statistical Office from
“Secretary General” to “Director General”.
Other main item was that in conducting censuses

or surveys, the National Statistical Office
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needed to issue Ministry Regulation, instead
of a Decree as in the 1965 Act. With this the
National Statistical Office declared details of
the census in the Government Gazette and in
networks related media. This Act also assigned
the Director General to appoint “officers” who

implement this Act.

In the 2007 Statistical Act, emphasis was
placed on obtaining accurate data and strictness
of confidential personal data and private firm
as in previous Acts, but with adjustments in the

level of punishment to suit the current situation.
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MISSION

1. To systematically manage and
administrate statistics and information to support
the country’s development and to promote the

potential of the country’s competitiveness

2. To conduct censuses and sample
surveys or to direct so as to obtain the national
database on economics, social aspects and

technology of the nation.

3. To provide service, knowledge
in academic statistics and information to all

sectors.

4. To develop professionalism of

human resource in statistics.

5. To cooperate and coordinate with

international organizations on statistical work.
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Organization of the
National Statistical Office

Accroding to the 2008 Ministerial
Regulation on the National Statistical Office
administration organization, the structure of the

office is as follows;

a. Central Administration of 2 centers

and 6 bureaus

b. Regional Administration of Provincial
Statistical Offices

In addition to this structure, there are
2 groups attaching directly to the Director
General, namely Internal Audit Group and
Public Administration Development Group.
Moreover for more effective administration, the
National Statistical Office set up the internal
administration, according to the NSO’s official
ducument no. 388/2555 dated 19" November
2012
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Authorities and Duties according to
the 2007 Statistical Act

The National Statistics Office shall
have authorities and duties assigned by the
2007 Statistical Act; as follows:

Section 5 The National Statistics Office
shall be the central state agency in charge of the

technical statistics work.

Section 6 The National Statistics Office
shall have the following authority and duties:

(1)  Preparing the Master Plan for the
implementation of the government statistical
work.

(2)  Preparing statistics standards to
present to the cabinet for approval.

(3)  Promoting and developing
statistical work both for the government and
private sector.

(4)  Conducting census and sample
surveys or directing the surveys on various
statistics of the country.

(5) Coordinating and consulting
with agencies to prepare plans that define the
responsibilities in implementing the statistical
work under the Master Plan as mentioned in (1).

(6) Providing recommendations,
advice or assistance to agencies regarding the
preparation of work plans and methodology
for data collection as well as processing and
analyzing statistical outcomes.

(7)  Coordinating with agencies to
create statistical network in order to obtain
important and timely statistical database of the

country

57

52/



(@) TAUSNSadfLAnUIgaY 99ANS
lonvu uazyAnaimly

(&)  WeLnTadALazInlidnsAnwaus
Amudifeatuaia

(00) FdlpuazUsyanuuiusaUsena
warasrmsseneUssmalusnuienuadn

(00) UfURNTBumAisingusneimus
LLazmmﬁﬂmﬁguum%'uawma

NQNS:NsvIUvEIUsIBMSdUNVIU

aniusos(i
grunantdfinnungnsznsiautsdau

FIYNITEUNNUFDALVINYR

AUNHNTENTI WUEIUTIINTEINU
adfumarId nsensrwnalulagansauinaway
M3doas wa. bede Muualidiinauads
wiswn@ Anshalugruzifumhenunaavessyly
nsddunsifertuadfnumdniunns waedavh
adfLitoRnn Ussiiiuna uazaduayumssidums
anleunsuaiauIuresly Tnglviisiunantig
fasoluid

®. ANIUNMINUNGUUIYINEETH way
nvisneauigItes

b. davhukundunifeafunisdiua
N9ENRYD95F

(8)  Providing statistical service to the
general public.

(9) Disseminating statistics and
organizing education and training on statistics.

(10)

other countries and international organizations

Cooperating and coordinating with

regarding statistical work.
(11)
by the law and as assigned by the cabinet.

Performing other acts as prescribed

Ministerial Regulation on
Administrative Organization
of the National Statistical Office

Authority and Duty according to
Ministerial Regulation on Administrative

Organization of the National Statistical Office

Under the 2008 Ministerial Regulation of
the Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology on Administration Organization of
the National Statistical Office stated that the
National Statistics Office shall be the central
state agency in charge of the technical statistics
work and produce statistics for monitoring and
evaluation of plans and policies and support
government plans and policies implementation,

with the following authorizes and duties;

1. To implement the work according
the Statistical Act and Other related Acts

2. To prepare the Master Plan for the
implementation of the government statistical

work.
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3. To prepare statistical standards to
present to the cabinet for approval, including
to promote and support other offices of both
public and private sectors to utilize international

statistical standards

4. To set up the country’s information
networking in defining statistical sectors for each

office to be in charge.

5. To produce and analyze basic
statistics of both economic and social aspects
at macro level by conducting census or sample
surveys and to service of all sectoral statistics

of the country

6. To produce and analyze basic
statistics of both economic and social aspects
to support the Government’s urgent policy, and
produce other statistics, which are not produced
by others, as well as to coordinate and supervise

public and private sectors in producing statistics.

7. To coordinate with international

oraganizations in statistical academic

8. To perform other acts as prescribed

by the law and as assigned by the cabinet.
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Statistical administration officially started on 1% April, 1915 by King Vajiravudh
(Rama VI), who had graciously established the “Department of Statistical Forecasting” under the

Ministry of the Royal Treasury.
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If this date is used as the historical
establishment, the national statistical office
has been in operation for a century. This is
regarded as the Royal Kindness of King Rama VI
in establishing a “Brain Bank” for collecting and
analyzing data into “Statistical information” to

benefit the country’s administration.

Beginning as the “Department of
Statistical Forecasting”, the office experienced
several changes in its structure; some downgrading
and others upgrading, and renaming rather often
due to transfers to be attached to different
ministries and departments according to its
status and functions. For example, the office
expanded its function and was renamed the
“Department of Commerce and Statistical
Forecasting” and then renamed again as the
“Department of General Statistics”. After
that it was downgraded to be the “Statistical
Forecasting Division” and renamed once again
as the “Statistical Forecasting Compilation
Division”. Later it was named the “Central
Statistical Office” before being upgraded to
departmental status under the office of the
Prime Minister as “The National Statistical
Office” on 23" May 1963, which was officially

recarded as the office’s foundation date.
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Finally, due to Government reform in
2002, the National Statistical Office moved and
was attached to the Ministry of Information
and Communication Technology. Currently,
according to Ministerial Regulation, the
administrative organization of the National
Statistical Office is divided into the Central and
Regional administration, consisting of 6 bureaus
2 centers and 76 provincial statistical offices,
repectively. However for more effectiveness in
administration, the National Statistical Office has
set up an internal organization consisting of 10

bureaus and 2 centers in the central office.

Since officially established on 23"
May 1963, the National Statistical Office has
completed 52 years in operation, and about to
complete 100 years since the start of statistical
work in 1915. The National Statistical Office
has acted as the major source of statistics and
information for the Government and public
sectors in evidence-based plans and policies for
the country’s development. The private sector
is able to use statistics and the information
provided to support their efforts in increasing
the country competitiveness. The public can
also use statistics and information to better their

daily work and lives.
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Duties and Authorities of the
National Statistical Office

The National Statistical Office has used
the 1965 Statistical Act as a guide line for
statistical development of the country for quite
some time. However, it was found that some
provisions did not adequately comply with the
current situations in terms of economic and
social changes. The National Statistical Office
therefore decided to amend this Act to be
clearer, more updated and more supportive of
the National Statistical Office in its operations.
The 2007 Statistical Act was announced in the
Government Gazette on 12" September 2007,

major duties and authorities are as follows;

Section 5 The National Statistics Office
shall be the central state agency in charge of

all technical statistics work.

Section 6 The National Statistics Office
shall have the following authority and duties:

1) Conducting census and surveys or
directing the surveys on various statistics of

the country.

2) Providing statistical service and

academic statistics to the general public

3) Preparing the Master Plan for the
implementation of the government statistical
work and coordinating and consulting with
agencies to prepare plans that define the
responsibilities in implementing the statistical
work under the Master Plan
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Statistical Data Production

Statistical Data Production is regarded
as a vital mission of the Office, basic statistics
as such economic, social and other statistics
according to the country’s situation are
produced and compiled for an input of
evidence-based plans and policies including
monitoring and evaluation of the economic and
social development projects. Statistical data
produced by the National Statistical Office are
divided into 3 types, as follows;

Economic Statistics, such as agricultural
statistics, industrial statistics, business trade
and services statistics, household income and
expenditures statistics, construction statistics

and transportion statistics, etc.

Social Statistics, such as population
statistics, labor statistics, population migration
statistics, education statistics, health and welfare
statistics, cultural statistics and housing statistics,

etc.

Information and Communication
Technology Statistics, such as statistics on the
use of mibile phones, computers, the Internet

and e-Commerce statistics, etc.
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Group photo of the National Statistical Office’s officers in the training session on conducting of the
1966 Business Trade and Services Census
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Moreover, the National Statistical Office
has conducted the surveys on population’s
opinion in various aspects since the Cabinet has
given priority in the contribution of statistical
data on public opinion surveys, then on 17"
June 2001, the cabinet tasked the National
Statistical Office that ”......the National Statistical
Office should collect data and statistics by
conducting surveys on population opinion
concerning major Government’s policies”. On
3" December 2002, the Cabinet approved and
assigned that “the National Statistical Office
should increase its conduct of surveys on
public opinion as the National Statistical Office
has Provincial Statistical Offices throughout
the country and conducts the surveys with

standardized statistical techniques.”

The National Statistical Office conducts
Censuses and Sample Surveys to obtain data

for compiling statistics.”
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1) A census refers to a survey with
complete enumeration of all interesting
target units,” for example, population, housing,
agriculture and business establishments.
Results of the census can be presented at small
area levels and can be used as a sampling
frame for other related surveys. Normally
the census will be conducted every 10 years
since it is a large scale complete enumeration
and needs to use a lot of resources; budget,
personnel and time. The National Statistical Office
normally conducts 3 censuses, namely
Population and Housing Census, Agricultural

Census and Business and Industrial Census (in

the past the Marine Fishery Census was also

conducted; the last one in 1995).
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2) Sample Survey refers to a survey
with enumeration of some units selected from
interesting target populations; as samples,”
which are representative for collecting data,
then the samples will be estimated to the
population. The results of the sample survey
cannot be presented at small area levels as they
are estimated from a sample basis. Currently
the National Statistical Office undertakes of
about 60 sample survey projects, these projects
are circulated according to their different
frequencies, i.e. annually, biennially or every
5 years. The major sample surveys conducted
by the National Statistical Office are household
socioeconomic survey, labor force survey,
population migration survey, household and
establishment surveys on the use of information
and communication technology, health and
welfare survey, quarterly retail sales survey,
survey on business trade and services, etc.
including some sample surveys on public opinion
regarding major issues. Therefore normally the
National Statistical Office undertakes about 20-
25 sample survey projects each year.
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The National Statistical Office compiles

statistical data with statistical techniques by
placing priority on data quality and international
standards and with the United Nations’
recommendations. Moreover, the National
Statistical Office has always reviewed and
developed new methodologies and techniques
to improve data quality. Not only to summarize
the surveys’results and publish the reports, but
the National Statistical Office also conducts
analysis and compile indicators presenting
trends and forecasting on economic, social and

environmental situations.

The statistical data produced by the
National Statistical Office are vital for the
country’s development and overcoming
challenges in the country’s administration. In
order to obtain timely statististical data for
these purposes, the National Statistical Office
has set up rules and methods of data collection
under the Statistical Act as guidance to obtaining
quality data that does not cause undue damages

to data providers.
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Section 9 When a census or sample
survey is going to be conducted and is specified
that the individual’s duty is to provide data. This
should be announced in the related Ministerial
Regulations. Such announcement shall have at
least the following information:

(1) Objective

(2)

(3) Areawhere survey will be conducted

(4)

information and the methods of providing

Duration of survey

Individuals who will provide

information

(5) Responsible agency

Section 10 When Ministerial Regulations
are set under section 9, the Director announces
details of the procedures in conducting a census
or sample survey regarding the following;

(1) data collecting methods

(2) questions for the respondents
or details of the questionnaire as well as
instructions for filling out the questionnaire.

(3) The period during which the
competent officer shall conduct interviews or
send questionnaires.

(4) The period during which the
respondents shall return the completed

questionnaire to the competent officer.
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(5) Other information that the public

should know.

The notification under Paragraph One
shall be made in the Government Gazette and

on electronic network systems or other media.

Section 11 When the notification under
Section 10 is issued, the individual required to
provide information under Section 9(4) shall
have the duty to provide information or fill out
the questionnaire as described in Section 10(2)

correctly and truthfully.

Section 15 Personal information
obtained under this Act shall be strictly
considered confidential. A person who performs
his or her duty hereunder or a person who has
the duty of maintaining such information cannot
disclose it to anyone who doesn’t have a duty
hereunder except in the case that:

(1) Such disclosure is for the purpose
of any investigation or legal proceedings in a
case relating to an offense hereunder.

(2) Such disclosure is for the use of
agencies in the preparation, analysis or research
of statistics provided that such disclosure does
not cause damage to the information owner and

does not identify or disclose the data owner.

Section 16 By virtue of Sections 14 and
15, anyone performing duties in an agency or
the National Statistics Office shall not use the
personal information provided by the owner or
given in the questionnaire for any purpose other

than the statistical analysis or research.
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Section 18 Any person who fails to
provide information or fill out the questionnaire
in accordance with the method prescribed in the
notification under Section 10, or fails to return
the completed questionnaires to the competent
officer or an agency within the period specified
in the notification under Section 10(4), or fails to
accommodate the competent officer performing
his/her duty under Section 12 shall be liable for

a fine of not exceeding three thousand Baht.

Section 19 Any person with the duty
to provide information under Section 11 who
provides false information shall be liable for
imprisonment of not exceeding three months
or a fine of not exceeding five thousand Baht,
or both.

Section 20 Any person who violates
Section 15 or Section 16 shall be liable for
imprisonment of not exceeding one year or a
fine of not exceeding twenty thousand Baht,
or both.
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the European Communities (Eurostat) Wag
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Statistical Data Compilation Process

In compiling statistical data either
through censuses or sample surveys, it has to
pass the international system so as to obtain
accurate, complete and truthful data. Previously
the process was divided into 4 steps; 1) planning
and preparation 2) data collection (field work)
3) data processing and data analysis 4) data

dissemination

In 1999, the UNECE Steering Group
on Statistical Metadata (METIS) developed
a process of statistical data production
called Generic Statistical Business Process
Model (GSBPM) version 4.0, which divides
the process into 9 steps; 1) specify needs
2) design 3) build 4) collect 5) process
6) analyse 7) disseminate 8) archive
9) evaluate. These steps more clearly identify/
explain the steps of statistical production
processes for statistical units for countries to use
as a reference in their implementation. In 2013,
it was developed to version 5.0 by adjusting
version 4.0; from 9 steps to 8 steps, as the 8th

step “Archive” of version 4.0 was inserted into

all steps of version 5.0.

7 B2pd



gucaulumsoridayaand

Steps in Statistical Data Compilation

Generic Statistical Business
Process Model (GSBPM) 5.0

®. NMIMAUAAIIUFBINS
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o NFATY/MTHAUITZUY
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Generic Statistical Business
Process Model (GSBPM) 5.0

Previous Process Model

1. Specify needs

. Design

. Build

planning and preparing

. Collect

Data collection

. Analyse

Data processing and data analyse

. Disseminate

Data dissemination

2
3
a
5. Process
6
7
8

. Evaluate

yaugdriinauadfuimAldinguiuy
NIYUIUNITNANADARI1U Generic Statistical
Business Process Model (GSBPM) 1nlglun1sdnvin
durlunaznsdsasiogns TneiRamdums &l

Currently the National Statisical Office
follows the Generic Statistical Business Process
Model (GSBPM) for conducting censuses and

surveys, the details are as follows;
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1. Specify Needs Phase

This is the initial investigation and
identification of statistics are needed and what is
needed of the statistics, that is to know detailed
statistical needs from users/stakeholders. It is
also includes consideration of practice among
other statistical agencies producing similar
data specially methods of data collection.
Normally, the National Statistical Office organizes
consultation meetings with stakeholders to
consider detailed needs of statistics, including
guidance in operation (objectives, time period,
methodology, definitions, for example). The
implementation plans are then documented,
such as budgetary and personnel plans, in the
case of conducting the census, which is a large
scale survey, the National Statistical Office needs
to request approval from the cabinet in setting
up the steering committee in order to control

and drive the project effectively.
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2. Design Phase

It needed to define the statistical outputs
needed from census/sample survey projects, to
specify variables with all relevant metadata, to
design data collection instrument, to identify
sampling frame and sample selection, including
processing and data analysis and operational
processes. The National Statistical Office studies
both internal and international best practices,
including related standards for the design and
details related to the variables, presentation of
statistical tables (i.e. region, province, district,
etc.) metadata and data collection instrument,
sampling frame, sample design, mapping and
data processing, for example. In addition to this,
it includes specification of workflows; from data
collection to data dissemination for effective

operation and personnel planning.
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Sampling Frame is a name list directory
or area presenting all units of interesting
population, which is a sampling frame for sample
selection with sampling design and sample size
specified. The sampling frame is divided into 2

types, namely:

1) List Frame is sampling frame
consisting of names of Sampling Units of the
interesting population with details of addresses.
List frames are such as list of households, list

of establishments and list of hospitals, etc.

2) Area Frame or Map Frame is a
sampling frame obtained from dividing a studied
area into small pieces. For example, all areas
in Thailand were divided into 130,000 small
pieces; each piece is called Enumeration Area:
EA. An EA refers to small geographic piece
of land, specified for the benefits of census
project management and as a basic data’s
structure. Characteristics of Enumeration Area
are; 1) Covering all area of the country, without
any duplications, 2) Having clear boundary, 3)
Complying with dividing geography in country’s
administration, 4) Having proper size for the field
work and similar size to each other EAs, 5) EA’s
size identified by number of households; in
municipal areas, one EA consisting of not more
than 350 households, and not more than 450

households in non municipal areas.
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Previously the National Statistical
Office presented details of the EA in paper
form; called “List of Enumeration Areas” used
in conducting census project and in sample
selection. Later in 2001, the paper form was
changed into the database for the area frame
(map frame) and in 2002 for the sampling frame
of establishments (list frame). Latest, in 2008, the
National Statistical Office developed a database
management of sampling frame together with a
standardized sampling frame system, including
EA database and establishment database into
the same system and use them via online. With
this development, the data can be edited and

updated real time.
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Setting up area frame or map frame
includes dividing the area into smaller sizes
using geographic map as the basis. The National
Statistical Office has requested cooperation
from the Royal Thai Survey Department to
use their basic maps. The National Statistical
Office then send field workers to update the
basic maps, including dividing the maps into
smaller areas (using a natural boundary, i.e.
river, canal, road, street, block, etc.) and draw
lines to express geography in the paper, which
is called “Statistical Maps”. There are 2 types
of statistical maps: 1) maps for controlling
enumeration areas (in the past this was called
maps for controlling census areas 2) maps for
each enumeration area, which identify details of

all kinds of constructions.

Since 1989, the National Statistical
Office has continuously developed its statistical
mapping and now is using digital maps via
Internet and Intranet. In 1997, the National
Statistical Office began to set up systematical
mapping by coordinating related offices,
(such as the Royal Thai Survey Department,
the Department of Lands, the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration and the Department
of Public Works and Town & Country Planning)
regesting digital maps for use as a basis of

statistical maps.
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In 2014, the National Statistical Office
transferred from paper statistical maps to
digital maps by using Tablets, including
development of a central database on
statistical maps, consisting of data of all
provinces, in the form of WMS (Web Map

Service) Cloud computing.
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3. Build Phase

This phase requires testing instruments
and their operation from the 2™ phase to be
ready to operate statistical data production
according to its design. These instruments
include the questionnaire, data collection
modes, output needed for dissemination. The
National Statistical Office prepares and pretests
as designed, such as paper questionnaire,
questionnaire on the Tablets, computer
systems as well as its supportive technology,
i.e. tracking system for the field work, processing
and programs for analysis (SPSS, SAS, STATA,
etc.), databank system for archiving and data
dissemination, data and metadata for service.
For conducting large scale project as census or
sample survey which was developed operational
processes for the first time the National Statistical
Office would conduct the Pilot Survey testing
to develop or improve the instrument system
to be efficient, before live operations. There is
also need for operation manual preparation and
training sessions for related officers to ensure

effectiveness.
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Data Collection Instrument

The National Statistical Office normally
sends officers, which are called data collectors to

collect data from households or establishments in
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mmgﬂmawawagalwuﬂuaum maglusunsy Global Positioning System: GPS can follow and

TvilT uazil GPS (Global Positioning System)  cpeck the enumerators while working in the field.
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Questionnaire (before 2000)
The National Statistical Office

recorded data from the respondent
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Currently with the advancement of
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The Pocket PC/Notebook
(from the year 2000 up to 2011)

into the questionare, that required a The National Statistical Office used technology, the National Statistical Office

large number of personnel and time computer technology with the Pocket used the Tablet in sending data via the

consuming in data entry before data  PC/ Notebook in recording data from the  internet, consuming much less time in data

processing. interviews which drastically reduced time processing and contributing to rapid data

for data entry. presentation.
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4. Collect Phase

This phase collects or gathers all
necessary information regarding data collection,
i.e. to create sampling frame, to select sample
and to be well prepared for data collection
(strategies, planning, training activities and
preparing data collection instruments), operation
in data collection from sampled units and
loading the collected data and metadata into a

suitable electronic form for further processing.

The National Statistical Office has always
set administration plans, i.e. work plan, budget
plan and personnel plan and used sample
selection techniques, including training of data
collectors, contacting agencies or persons
relating to data collection, statistical maps,
downloading questionnaires and data onto
interviewer’s computer for interviewing with the
Tablets, etc. The operation of data collection,
the data collectors will work according to
training plan and complying with the manual

instruction, under monitoring and following up

by the supervisor.
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When the fieldwork is complete, in case

of using paper questionnaires collected data will
be loaded into an appropriate electronic forms
for further processing; i.e. data entry, including
Optical Character Recognition : OCR or Intelligent
Character Recognition (ICR), then converting
to Digital data, then all the questionnaires are
archived. In case of using tablet, collected data
will be passed on in the forms of offline or online

to the central office for further processing.

In data collection stage (field work),
it needs to have good cooparation from all
sectors corncerned of areas throughout the

country.

5. Process Phase

This phase is to check, clean and
transform input data, integrate data from one
or more sources. The input data can be from a
mixture of external and internal data sources,
and a variety of data collection modes, it
includes combining data from multiple sources,
matching/record linkage, coding of input data,
examining of data to correct errors and missing
values, deriving data for new variables and
creating weight (in the case of sample surveys),
summing data and arranging results in a data

file for further analysis.
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The National Statistical Office has
processed data from phase 4 by integrating
data from other sources, which may have to
be anonymous to help protect confidentiality,
after that data classification and coding need to
be done for further processing either automatic
or clerical. Then reviewing and validating to
check discrepancies and errors, i.e. outlier,
non-response items and miscoding should be
made, if some are found, this needs to be
corrected, including editing and imputing to be
undertaken for incomplete, miss reported or
unreliable data then to insert new data using
academic statistical techniques. It may need
to derive new variables and statistical units to
calculate existing data into new variables, such
as “sex ratio of employed persons”. Moreover,
there may need to be creation of new units by
grouping or dividing data, i.e. grouping person units
into household units. Next step is to calculate
weights (referring to an identifying 1 sample
unit representing how many target populations,
which depends on sample design), then to use
weight in data processing to estimate value of
the population. Calculating aggregates to create
aggregate data and population totals, including
summing data, averaging data, percentage and
other statistical values after that finalizing data
files to bring together the processed results into

data files for further analysis are undertaken.
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Innovation of the National Statistical Office ‘s Data Processing

1** period (1960 - 1963) 2" period (1967 - 1980) 3" period (1981 - 1989)

1960 1967
Punch Card System or Unit Record Installed one more unit of IBM 360/40
Machine - Memory 64 KB (16 bits)
1963 seuunsimaions I8 et 0 )
Installed IBM 1401 2B 2
- Memory 16 KB NOmL
- Unit Program worked with » r‘ri ‘
- Punch card machine IBM 026 ’ 1 ' g =
Keypunch (4 cards/second) i n =
- Card reader machine IBM 1402
- Card Reader/punch 1976
(13 cards/second) Installed IBM 370/135 in place of IBM
i A T 360/40
K| i R - Memory size 256 KB
v““““\w /' p— - Operating System : from DOS to
ﬁ - DOS/VS
w-/ 1977
A T mee Upgraded from IBM 370/135 to IBM
3370/138

- Increase memory size to 512 KB
- Operating System : changed to
Os/Vs1

1978
- Upgraded IBM 370/138 by increasing

memory size to 1,024 KB

- Changed data entry system from
punch card machine to magnetic

tape
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1981
Installed I1BM 3031/002 in place of IBM
370/138
- Memory size 2,048 KB
- Operating System : OS/VS1

1982

Upgraded to IBM 3031/004

- Memory size 4,096 KB

- Operating System : VM/SP

- Linked local Terminal with nat’l
economic & social development
board

- Remote linked with nat’l

energy office

1985

Improved terminal and remote
processing system for IBM 3031/004
to work with
- Nat’l Education Commission
- Thailand Development Research

Institute
- Nat’l Economic and Social

Development Board



4™ period (1990 - 2000)

1990
Installed I1BM 4381/R92E in place of
IBM 3031/004
- Memory size 32 MB
- Operating System : MVS

1991
Received one more IBM 3090/110J,
memory size 32 MB from Nat’l
Operation Center; office of the Prime

Minister’s Secretary

1997

Began data entry with the program

developed by FoxPro for DOS version
2.5 on computer (Stand Alone),
process data on desktop for some

survey projects

2000

Installed mainframe system IBM S/390
Multiprise 2000 Model 206, memory
size 256 MB to replace old system to
solve Y2K and installed ICR (Intelligent
Character Recognition) to support the
2000 Population and Housing Census.
This was the last mainframe of NSO
and announcement to stop using the

mainframe for data processing in 2011

5™ period (2002 - 2013)

2003
Developed Data Warehouse using
OLAP (Online Analytical Processing)
for improved presentation and

dissemination

2004

Use of Pocket PC in data collection

2007
Developed data entry via Internet for
the Provincial Statistical Office (PSO)

2010
Installed ICR in place of old system
to support the 2010 Population and
Housing Census by installing Scanner
at PSO to scan questionnaires as
Image files and send to central office

for processing by ICR into Text File

2011
Developed linkage&data sharing
system with 20 Line Ministries by
applying SDMX

2013

Used Tablets in data collection of the

2013 Agricultural Census, instead of
paper questionnaire and Pocket PC
and used with other survey projects

since then

o B2/
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6. Analysis Phase

This phase is to produce statistics
or indicators by drafting statistical outputs,
considering data reliability, analyzing and
explaining details of statistics or indicators,
including anonymous data for dissemination.
The National Statistical Office uses data file
from the 5" phase to analyze and draft output
or statistical output including a compilation of
indices, indicators, trends or other statistics.
Analysis, first validates the statistical output’s
accuracy whether it matches with the needs
and standards, including making comparisons
with existing statistics to analyze feasibility
and trends and for the analysis to be more
reliable. A subsequent step is to conduct in-
depth understanding of the output and its
interpretation, to explain and assess the statistics
produced. Then investigate its consistency as
well as identify the level of dissemination.
Disclosure of control of data is most important
to ensure that the data to be disseminated
complies with the rules of confidentiality which
the National Statistical Office has placed high
priority on this issue by strictly following the
Statistical Act.
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7. Disseminate Phase

When data analysis is finished, the next
step is to manage dissemination of produced
statistics, by using advanced presentation
system and designing formats of dissemination,
i.e. explanatory text, tables, charts, including
variation of the products. Data dissemination to
the general public needs to meet publication
standard, to meet the users’ needs, to promote
products via various public relations, including

collecting details of clients for further study.

The National Statistical Office presents
produced data to variety groups of users with
variety forms of presentation directly related to
target groups, agency’s policy and budget. The
ranges of channels in data presentation and ease

user comprehension as follows;

1) Update output system to manage and
update of systems where data and metadata are

stored into the database and linked.

2) Produce dissemination of products,
such as explanatory details added to the
products; i.e. explanation texts, charts/graphics,

etc. to improve clarity and comprehension.

3) Manage release of disseminated
products: by specifying period or calendar of
statistical data dissemination to allow users to
know in advance. Timeliness to immediately
support the users’ needs, including briefings for
specific groups; i.e. media and office executives

should be strictly undertaken.
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4) Promote dissemination of products
to reach the widest range of data users and to
create knowledge and understanding to users.
The National Statistical Office has planned for
the public relations and promoted statistical
data dissemination via management tools, such
as Websites, social media for additional channels

to communicate with users.

5) Manage user support by hearing
opinions and queries from data users with record
of number and users’ details for an input in

quality management.

8. Evaluate Phase

The evaluation is to gather input
throughout the different phases; 1-7 mentioned
above, including feedback and recommendation
from users then conduct the evaluation to
obtain its results for changes if appropriate. The
National Statistical Office undertakes the evaluation
procedure of the statistical process at the end, to
consider as guidance for the next project’s operation.
Data used in the evaluation is collected from previous
phases, feedback from users, staff suggestions and
the report of progress against the action plan. The
evaluation inputs are then analyzed and
synthesized into an evaluation report with
recommendations in order to set up the next

survey’s operation plan.
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As the central statistical agency of the country, one major mission of the National Statistical
Office is to provide service on statistical data and information. The data serviced are from those
compiled by the National Statistical Office, through conducting censuses and sample surveys, and
those compiled from other agencies ( i.e. health statistics, educational statistics, energy statistics,
for example). To facilitate the users of both public and private sectors, students in educational
institutions and the general public, the National Statistical Office provides its “One Stop Service”
scheme so users can benefit using data in policy formulation, investment, study analysis and

in-depth analysis.
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Moreover, the National Statistical
Office also provides consultancy services on
academic statistics to both public and privates
sectors on survey methodology, sampling
design, questionnaire design, data collection,
statistical estimation, data analysis and data
presentation so other agencies can compile
statistics in compliance with academic and
standardized manners, including training
courses on computers for outsiders to support

knowledge in statistical compilation.

1. Service on Statistical Data
and Information

Provision of statistical data and
information service was stated in all effective
Statistical Acts, for example, in the 1952 Act, it
was stated in section 6(9) “publish, advertise
current statistics and statistical journals
containing public administration data from
public agencies and from all offices under
public control”. The 1965 Statistical Act stated
in section 5(10) “issue periodicals and publish
statistical data”. The latest 2007 Statistical
Act stated in section 6(8) “Providing statistical

service to the general public”.

During the early period, the service of
statistical data and information mostly was in
the form of publications/reports, where clients
would come to the office to request the service

or contact via telephone or post. Later with
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advancements in technology, the National
Statistical Office’s website was developed to
disseminate statistical data and update news
of the office via the Internet in multi-modal
forms. The National Statistical Office has kept
developing the system so that users can search
data from any databases via the office’s website,

as follows;

1.1 Databank Management System and
Statistical Information Searching
System

The National Statistical Office has
developed a databank management system
and statistical information searching system by
compiling and setting up its forms to be simple,
including setting up presentation systems for
users to easily and quickly access their required

statistical information, developed systems are

as follows;
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1) Databank System for Providing

Statistical Data Service

The National Statistical Office has
continuously developed data compilation for
providing service, supported by the advancement
of technology. In the past 30 years, the National
Statistical Office collected statistical data from
publications/reports from its own offices and
other agencies, by sending officers to contact
those agencies or requesting the agencies to
send the data via post. These are then compiled
in the form of new reports or documents for
service to the users. These documents and
reports have increased and it needed to have

much space to store them.
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Later in 1987, the National Statistical
Office brought in a large number of Micro
computers to be used in the office, this eased
the management of the databank system and
statistical data obtained from various agencies
were in electronic files in the form of diskettes,
which were easy to be process into statistical
tables. However, problems had still occurred
with too many diskettes causing difficulty in
searching for the correct diskette and damaged
diskettes. The National Statistical Office
therefore developed a service via the Internet
at www.nso.go.th to provide more convenient

service.

In 2004, the National Statistical Office
developed, once again, data compilation
from government agencies, state enterprises
and independent agencies into one sectoral
databank of 23 statistical sectors, according the
NSO’s standard of statistical sector classification.
Business Objects was used for data presentation
to facilitate the NSO’s users to use the data from
the databank system in their in-depth analysis,
statistical reports and data presentation via
the NSO’s website. Later in 2013, the National
Statistical Office improved the statistical sector
databank to enable data presentation via
the website using Business Intelligence (BI)
technology with Information Portal or Dashboard
to facilitate various forms of data analysis to

support user needs.
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2) System for Statistical Information

Searching

The National Statistical Office developed
the Statistical Information Searching System
(SISS) to increase efficiency in service provision
and improved convenience through the

following procedures;

(1) A search system for documents and
statistical reports was developed to manipulate
data of documents and statistical reports
produced by the National Statistical Office and
other statistical agencies to provide statistical
information for users. During the first period,
users can ask for statistical data by using the
computer at the “statistical data service group”
of the National Statistical Office, to search data
by themselves. Later this system was developed

to be used via www.nso.go.th.
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(2) Searching system for Statistical Tables
is a presentation system with statistical tables
by using data from the databank and database
of statistical tables to present via the NSO’s

website, as follows;

® Static presentation; statistical

tables as Excel or html file

® Dynamic presentation of statistical
tables and charts by applying Business Intelligence
(BI). Users can easily access data by selecting
items of interest and tabulating them in a variety
forms, i.e. Time series, Top Ten Statistics and major
statistical data of the regions and the provinces.
Passwords are provided for accessing databases
(only at certain data level is allowed) to present
data in compliance with the forms needed, with
this, users can create their own presentations and

make use of data more effectively.

1.2 e-Book System

Continual development andimprovement
in documentation and statistical reporting have
been provided in electronic forms to increase
channels of service. Before the e-Book system,
which was developed in April 2012, user could
search data via the NSO’s website. With the
e-Book upgraded system searches could be
done with Tiff and PDF files where they can read
documents and statistical reports via website,

mobile phone and Tablet.
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1.3 Online Purchasing System

Before, customers had to come to
the National statistical Office to have service
rendered, therefore to ease the processes
of service and to facilitate the customers to
purchase publications, reports or CD-Rom files,
the National Statistical Office has developed
a system for purchasing via the website. The
system consists of applying for membership,
selecting publications or reports, amount of
money to be paid and methods of payment

and means to send the documents purchased.
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1.4 e-Library System

In 2009, the National Statistical Office
developed and set up the e-Library to facilitate
library management and provide improved
service. Librarians could work more effectively
with fewer processes by using computers to
record details of bibliographies into the database
server and provide service via www.nso.go.th or

http://intranet.nso.go.th

Users were able to search documents,
reports, books and CD-Rom via the e-Library by
searching the index, i.e. topic, title, author, etc.
and members can book, check-out, renew and

check amounts of fine if any.
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15 System of Providing Micro
Data Service

Providing Micro Data Service (data by
individual/establishment, with anonymous
indication for searching) has been developed
from self access at the office or via letter
to be on the NSO website. Users can study
characteristics and details of census and survey
projects and request data as a document via the
system when receiving approval and download

the data.
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In addition to developing and improving
provision of service, the National Statistical
Office has placed a priority on Customer
Relationship Management: CRM to provide
service compliance according to customer
needs. This system collects customer needs and
information on services rendered so that the
National Statistical Office can gain information for
continual service improvement. In addition, the
management system and analysis of customers
needs, including satisfaction assessments are

integrated into the CRM system.

Channels of Service

Statistical information provided is in
the form of documents/publication reports,
electronic media, from which customers can
request the information via the following

channels;
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Service and Data Dissemination Group:

Statistical Forecasting Bureau

The Government Complex Commemorating

His Majesty the King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary,

Ratthaprasasanabhakti Building (South zone)

2" floor, Chaeng Watthana Rd., Lak Si,

Bangkok 10210
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Regional office : Provincial Statistical Offices
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2. Letter

Send to:

nANUIMTLaIHEWNITaya drlinatifne1nsel
dInUARRAWINA AUdTIINIsIRENNTEINYA
@O NIV

p1A3SgUsTmMAuANA U b

aunudeTaug wendnd nvi. eceo

“Service and Data Dissemination Group:
Statistical Forecasting Bureau”

The Government Complex Commemorating
His Majesty the King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary,
Ratthaprasasanabhakti Building

2" floor, Chaeng Watthana Rd. Lak Si
Bangkok 10210

o. AAKUTLBENNIaENS
3. e-mail

e-mail address

: services@nso.go.th

< nsAnd
4. Telephone

NN o bece &oo-om
0 2141 7500-03

&. nsas WULEY o bedn cems
5. Facsimile 02143 8132
. AUlyd
WWW.NS0.g0.th
6. Website
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7. Web board and
Facebook

www.facebook

.com/NSOOFTHAILAND
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1.6 Service via Data Warehouse System

The National Statistical Office has
adopted the data warehouse concept for
statistical data services in 2003, piloted with
data from the 2003 Agricultural Census as a
model for the system’s development. This
system has been continually developed and
currently houses more than 30 census and

survey projects.

Since the data warehouse system
provides data service with Online Transaction
Processing: OLTP, users can select data and its
analyses by themselves, which may be more
detailed than in those of the report. This is an
additional channel of service for executives,
analysts and the general public.

Users interested in this system can
access the www.nso.go.th; registration is needed
before using the system.
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B i 1.7 Public Relations

The National Statistical Office has placed high

uasu 5o copn
s w: 3(an)
s Calineh: 45.95 960 PRValne (x3): 146880 (LU

L M T e priority in Public Relations work. Effective public relations

Mﬂll \&, 8 can pave the way for interest in statistical data and
information to the wider society and allow to society to

dninomadfwismdiuumumandn
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see the importance of the statistics in policy formulation,

planning, monitoring and evaluation and in-depth analysis

for decision making. In this regard, the National Statistical

Office paid for a column on “Open House of Statistics” in
one daily newspaper. This newspaper column presents
analytical articles, census or survey results, including the
NSO’s activities. This column has now been renamed

as: “Thoroughly Know Statistics”, presenting statistical

data in the form of infographics. In addition, the National

ER— Statistical Office also uses other media channels for

its public relations, such as Radio, Television, Website,
Facebook, Kiosk and Line Official aiming to advocate to
the general public to access statistical data and supporting

the National Statistical Office in its statistical operations.
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1.8 Service on Statistical Maps

The National Statistical Office has
provided service for statistical maps in 2 aspects;

as follows;

- Maps of enumeration areas are
for statistical data collection, expressing rough
boundaries of the Enumeration Area: EA, such
as position of house/building and construction
for guiding enumerators during censuses and
sample surveys in the right boundary and
not to duplicate with other EAs. Moreover,
enumeration maps can help monitor and control

quality of the field work.

- Thematic Maps using GIS: Geographic
Information System Technology in integrating
statistical data with administrative maps is called

Statistical Geographic Information System
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Before 2008 the National Statistical
Office presented statistical information of
which economic and social with statistical
tobles and graphs, tillin 2008 this presentation
is developed to be in the from of Statistical
Geographical Information by using Geographic
Information System. This system can illustrate
distribution and condensation of interesting
statistical Information and their changing
over times clearly and better understanding.
Moreover the National Statistical Office has
developed the presentation of censuses
and sample surveys results by form of the
Thematic Maps via website and provided
service in the form of Web Map Service with
OGC (Open Geospatial Consortium) standard.
The NSO-GIS system consists of about
200 data items and 800 Thematic Maps at
levels of province, district and sub district of
Thailand.
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Later in 2012, the National Statistical
Office developed the system further by
presenting data according to International
Standard Industrial Classification as well as
to support new data items such as the Gross
Provincial Product. Presentation of sectoral
statistics and development of Geographic
Information System for searching and presenting
results via the NSO-GIS website was also
undertaken in addition to presentation of census
and sample survey results via MIS. Devices
to support mapping presentations, such as
illustrative statistical maps/graphs together with
data from various databases/projects for more
clarity were also developed using of Google
maps placement for more details of routes and

maps.

The NSO-GIS service system has been
disseminated to government agencies and the
private sector via http://www.nso.go.th at

e sce s OF URL 1 hittp://statgis.

jon System

Banner

Geographic Infor

Nnso.go
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2. Service on Academic Statistics

The National Statistical Office as the
central government agency in charge of technical
statistical work provides service on academic
statistics to other agencies. The National
Statistical Office provides know how in operating
and compiling statistics in compliance with
international standards. Agencies can consult
with the National Statistical Office in conducting
surveys, in terms of planning, questionnaire
design, sampling design, methods of estimation.
The National Statistical Office also provides
consultancy services and train in academic

statistics.

3. Training and Human Resource
Development

Training and Human Resource
Development is regarded as another significant
mission of the National Statistical Office. The
Office promotes and increases knowledge, skill
and experience in statistical operation based
on correct practice for staff of the National
Statistical Office, public and state enterprises.
This is also done to share knowledge and
experience in statistical operation in order to
develop the country’s statistical standards to be
more efficient and up to par with international
standards. The 1952 Statistical Act; article 6(7)
stated the National Statistical Office is to “Direct
the academic excellence of public officers
and public agencies where the planning, data

collection and statistical analysis is operated”.
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This article is responsible by the “statistical
study division”; Central Statistical Office, which
at that time was under the “Office of Economic
Development Council”. The first statistical
training course was attended by 300 personnel
from Line Ministries and Departments. In 1958,
the National Statistical Office expanded and
improved the training on statistics into a 2-year
course, consisting of statistical theories and
statistical practices. This course was certified by
the “Office of the Civil Servant Commission”.
Ashort-course of 1 year, emphasizing mathematics
and primary statistical theory was also

organized.
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Since its official founding in 1963, the
National Statistical Office has placed a high
priority on statistical training and advocating this
to its officers in the public sector. This mission
was stated in all Statistical Acts, for example
in the 1965 statistical Act that the National
Statistical Office is to “Direct and promote the
study of and training in statistics”. Given this
high priority, the “Statistical Practice College”
was established to teach and train students
through a 3-year course. In 1966, this college,
together with all the personnel was transferred
to the National Institute of Development
Administration”, which organized 2 courses
that were approved by the “Office of the Civil
Servant Commission”. The first was a training
course on statistics for officers with a bachelor’s
degree that was adapted from the Manual on
Training of Statistical Personnel at the Primary and

Intermediate levels of the United Nations, and a

second course on applied statistics.
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State Enterprises 32" Group, 18" May 2015
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Opening Ceremony Training Course on Intermediate Statistics for Officers of the Line Ministries and
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The National Statistical Office annually
organizes training courses on statistics and
information technology to its officers, public
and state enterprise personnel. The objective
in providing the training courses are to enhance
knowledge, skills and experience in statistics
and information technology in order to improve
efficiency. Most lecturers are personnel from the
National Statistical Office, with experience in a
variety of subject matters, including guest lecturers
from outside the office, who have experience in
statistics, information technology and competency
development. Guest lecturers come from
government agencies and educational institutes,
such as the Office of National Economic and Social
Development Board, the Ministry of Labour, the
Office of the Official Information Commission,

the Comptroller General’s Department, Mahidol

University, Kasetsart University, Rangsit University,
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Training Course on the Design and Development of a Website for the Officers
at the Central Office, 8 - 10 January 2013
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Bank of Thailand, Training and Development Center
Co., Ltd., and BiThailand Co., Ltd. Training rooms
at the National Statistical Office are equipped with
audio and visual equipment, video projectors and
visualizers to support all training activities and a
modern audio system. Computer training rooms
are equipped with adequate numbers of personal
computers with the National Statistical Office’s
network installation to support data searching
and downloading programs to help both the

participants and lecturers.
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Organizing of Training Courses by the
National Statistical Office

1. Courses on Statistics: The National
Statistical Office organized statistics training to
the National Statistical Office’s staff, starting from
a 9-month course for practical officers in 1965.
In 1967, developed into a 6-month course on
primary practical statistics and was continually
organized till 1973. In this year, the Intermediate
Statistics 6-month course was organized for the
first time to provide statistical knowledge to Line
Ministries and State Enterprises’ officers, with at
least a bachelor’s degree or equivalent, after
which the course was shortened to 4-month

and 2-month courses respectively.
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In 1976, the National Statistical Office
organized a 6-month Course on Primary Statistics
for the first time to provide statistical knowledge
to Line Ministries and State Enterprises’ officers.
Prerequisites were lower than a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent, work in statistical operations; this
was then shortened to 4 months. These two
courses were both taught theory and practical
aspects, which has continually developed and
adjusted to comply with international standards
and agencies’ needs by inviting experts from
the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific:
SIAP to advise and train lecturers at the National
Statistical Office.

Each year the National Statistical
Office organizes 7-8 statistical training courses
of between 2-5 days each. Topics taught, for
example, include courses on the applied uses of
statistics; techniques in data reporting, sampling
and estimation, questionnaire design and a use

of statistics in policy analysis.

The National Statistical Office has also
received cooperation from the Statistical Institute
for Asia and the Pacific: SIAP, under support of
the United Nations Development Programme:
UNDP organized Country Course, for the first
time in 1978 to promote and develop high level
statistics knowledge to Thai statistical officers.
Sub-regional Courses were also organized in 1995
and 2002 on Analyzing and Interpreting Statistics

for Socio-Economic Planning.
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2. Courseson Information Technology:
In 1968, the National Statistical Office organized
a training course on data processing by
providing knowledge on writing programs with
COBOL to work with the IBM 360/40 machine.
Later, the National Statistical Office organized
more courses, such as Computer Concepts &
Data Processing, Fundamentals of FORTRAN,
MINI-TAB DOS/VS, COBOL, ASSEMBLER,
AutoCoder, including Dreamweaver, Adobe
Photoshop, Flash and Microsoft ACCESS
programs, etc. Training courses on Information
Technology were developed to comply with
the rapid changes in computer technology, and
in 1992, the training course on MS-DOS was
organized and led to training on Windows 3.1,
Windows 95 and Windows 98 respectively in
2001. Further training was provided on Windows
XP, Windows Vista, Windows 7 and Windows
8 respectively. Included were also training on
package programs, such as Microsoft Office,

SPSS, SAS, R, Web Application Development, etc.
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3. Special Courses are organized
to develop and increase competency of the
National Statistical Office to enable them to
work more effectively that include courses in
English communication skill and competency
development of middle-level administrators

and leadership development.

Besides organizing training courses,
the National Statistical Office has cooperated
with other offices to provide guest lecturers to
train or to present on statistical with academic
documents. The National Statistical Office
has also supported educational institutes by
accepting students as apprentices in statistical

work during their semester breaks.
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Country Course on Statistics jointly organized by the National Statistical Offiice and the Statistical
Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP), 28" August 1986
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The National Statistical Office jointly with the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP)
organized the Sub Regional Training Course on “Analysis and Interpretation of Statistics for
Socio-Economic Planning” during 6™-28" July 1995
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4. International Cooperation

International cooperation and
coordinating with international organizations
is one of the major missions of the National
Statistical Office. This is stated in the 1965
Statistical Act, clause 5(13): “Coordinate with
and participate in the coordination of the work
of foreign states or international organizations”
and in the 2007 Statistical Act; clause 6(10):
“Cooperating and coordinating with other
countries and international organizations
regarding statistical work”. The National
Statistical Office has followed this order by
sending officers to attend international meetings,
seminars/workshops and to further their studies
abroad at the Bachelor’s, Master’s and PhD
levels, including cooperating and supporting
in the organizing of meetings, training courses,
seminars and study visits for the international

agencies and statistical agencies, as follows;

4.1 Participation in Meetings and
Seminars

Sending officers to attend the
international meetings and seminars is one
important strategy to drive the country’s
statistical work to be as advanced and in
compliance with international standards.
Representatives of the National Statistical Office
have attended the following meetings and

seminars;
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Mrs. Duangchai Poomchusri; Secretary General, together with Miss Eiamchan Premyothin; Deputy

Secretary General and Miss Chintana Petcharanond; Director of Social Statistics attended the Meeting
on “8™ MEETING OF THE HEADS OF NATIONAL STATISTICAL OFFICES OF EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES”

during 20"-23" May 1997 in Tokyo, Japan
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1) Meeting of the International Statistical
Institute: ISl is a forum for academic statisticians
(intermediate level in particular), from statistical
offices worldwide who come together to
share experience in statistics and to increase
perspectives in high level statistics to widen
the development of this field. This forum is
organized bi-annually and the National Statistical
Office have sent participants to attend the first
ISI'in 1963.

52 U sunnuadauiona
National Statistical Office

126



dasamsausuiviadinizdsama  anenwluiissinsauiudandidnuiensguues  wunsnisadnurend
FUAVITMIARALKINIA waZINeNIEUTIBNEY MenasisuaulsznMaliatng Wadul o JuAu W.A. b¢md

A Group Photo of the Permanent Secretary of the Office of the Prime Minister, Secretary General and
Deputy Secretary General of the National Statistical Office and Lecturers including Participants of the
Statistical Training Country Course. In the Handling over of the Certificate Ceremony on 6" March 1992
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2) United Nations Statistical Commission
Meeting: The UNSC meeting is organized
annually to gather administrators of the National
Statistical Offices worldwide to set directions
and administrative plans on statistics and to
review challenges of the past year. Executives
from the National Statistical Offices from
various countries join this meeting to share
their experience and acknowledge directions
for statistical development agreed upon at the
meeting then apply these for their own national

statistical development.

3) The Annual meeting of the Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) forum was organized to consider
guidelines, strategy and priority of operations
for the ESCAP Statistical Committee and to
develop guidelines to work more effectively
and in compliance with the needs of member

countries in ESCAP’s region.
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The National Statistical Office jointly with the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP)
organized a Sub Regional Training Course on “Sample Design for Household and Establishment Surveys
for Countries with Economics in Transition” for the Developing Countries in Asia and the Pacific Region.
This training course aimed at increasing knowledge and capacity in sampling design for conducting
household or establishment surveys for related officers in these aspects; organized during 15"-24"

December 1997, at the National Statistical Office.
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4) Meeting on ESCAP Committee on
Statistics is organized every 2 years to gather
executives of the National Statistical Offices in
ESCAP’s region to discuss priorities of statistical
strategic development and promote further

cooperation in the region.

5) ASEAN Community Statistical System:
ACSS, which previously was called the ASEAN
Heads of Statistics Office Meeting (AHSOM), is an
annual meeting that was held for the first time
in 1997 and renamed in 2011. ASEAN Members
States circulate as hosts of the meeting (the
NSO Thailand hosted the meeting in 2010 in
Chiang Mai Province). The forum exchanges
ideas and concepts for the development of
Official Statistics, discuss work progress of the
year, initiate cooperation in the region and
search for ways to create unique development
and guidance for statistical development in the

region.
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The National Statistical Office joined in organizing “The second Session of the Committee on Statistics.
The participants were heads of the National Statistical Offices and high level officers in the Asia and
Pacific region who came to exchange statistical development issues in response to new challenges and
needs. This is led by the Statistical Committee of the Asia and Pacific Region for Regional Statistical
Development, 15" - 17" December 2010 at United Nations Commission Center, Bangkok

o) N1UsTTYNAMBUUATUTEAIAUNTT
Yo3dan U uadALAILELazLUTHA (Governing
Council of Statistical Institution for Asia and
the Pacific (SIAP)) daUszyunnd Iilouaniuasy
mmﬁmLﬁmﬁ'mﬁ’umsﬁsummﬁmﬁwaﬁﬁhgﬁmﬂ
fersanuazdusosununsaduuTes SIAP
Uszinalugiinimaglasuusslovianuangns
nsousLi SIAP $aTu dineuadfuend Hu
ﬂiimmﬂuﬂmzﬂssumsﬁqm‘imﬂﬂiiumiﬁu“aéu
« AU lngnisAnidenanUszimaluginiaieidy
LezLUFTIA Tamun @m Useine

o) MsFuLUIAUNTIANTEmSUTINT
ddnauadfuieniluginialeleuarulaiia
(Management Seminar for the Heads of National
Statistical Offices in the Asia and the Pacific) 3nUsy
¥ iilsuaniasulszaunsaisenintemieny
affvesusumaluginine@elazwuadindu
msidudihuaznisdansiudeanstoya Lilet
Tugmaiiudarmuannsaduadalunisaduayu
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6) Meeting of the Governing Council
of Statistical Institution for Asia and the Pacific
(SIAP) is organized annually to exchange ideas
on regional statistical development and consider
and approve SIAP’s operation plan. Countries
in the region benefit from training courses
organized by SIAP. The National Statistical Office
of Thailand is one of nine members of the
Governing Council voted in by the 53 member

countries in Asia and the Pacific.

7) Management Seminar for the Heads
of National Statistical Offices in Asia and the
Pacific is organized annually to exchange
experience among statistical offices of the
member countries in Asia and the Pacific. The
seminar discusses leadership and management
of data communication towards an increased
statistical capacity to support economic and
social development. This seminar was first

organized in 2003.
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o) Msvsuiatuayulngantuafifus
W@eLazuUTNA (Statistical Institution for Asia
and the Pacific: SIAP) WU ¥angns Automatic
Data Processing for Statisticians ‘méjﬂqm’ﬁ
Microcomputer Course for Training of Trainers
Mé’ﬂgj}@i Analysis and Interpretation of Statistics
Mﬁﬂqmi Sample Design for Household and
Establishment Surveys Mﬁﬂﬁjmi Training Course in
Application of Information and Communications
Technology to Production and Dissemination of
Official Statistic tJufu

B) N1sauTUNadvayulagesAnig
anUsevIR WU NANgMs Foreign Statisticians in

Measurement of Population Change

o) NMIANYIRDTEAUUTYYIIN ﬁaﬂfuayu
I8 U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) wu @19173%1 Economic Statistics
@1913%1 Economic Development @1913%1
Census Geography and Statistical Theory and
Methodology @1913%1 Statistical Methodology

and Survey Methods and Procedures Dudu

4.2 Training and Studying Abroad

The National Statistical Office has
received support from international organizations
to send officers to be trained and to further their
studies abroad to enhance their competence,
knowledge and ability so the office directly
benefits from this support. The training courses

and studies supported are as follows;

1) Training courses organized by the
Statistical Institution for Asia and the Pacific:
SIAP, such as Automatic Data Processing
for Statisticians, Microcomputer Course for
Training of Trainers, Analysis and Interpretation
of Statistics, Sample Design for Household
and Establishment Surveys, Application of
Information and Communications Technology
to Production and Dissemination of Official

Statistics, for example.

2) Training course supported by the
United Nations, such as the course on Foreign
Statisticians in Measurement of Population

Change

3) Studies at the Master Degree level
supported by the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) on various fields, such as
Economic Statistics, Economic Development,
Census Geography and Statistical Theory and
Methodology, Statistical Methodology and

Survey Methods and Procedures.
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@) N13AUSNEDATLAUNAN (Intermediate
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b) NM3InMsAnwgUliLiyAaINsves
USZINAsiNge WU 998 Industrial Statistics T4
WAYARINTANSITUSTAUYYY viate Agricultural
Information Collection and Designing of Published

Reports kiymaInsasnsasgussansulneusevvu

811 %19 Data Exchange and Dissemination

4.3 Organizing Meetings,
Trainings and Study Visits

The National Statistical Office
continuously organizes meetings, trainings and
study visits for international organizations, some

major activities include the following;

1) A 6-month Intermediate Level
training course on statistics for personnel of the

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

2) Study visits for personnel of
numerous countries on a variety topics, such as
industrial statistics for personnel of the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea, Agricultural Information

Collection and Designing of Published Reports
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for the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Data
Exchange and Dissemination System of Thailand
for Uganda, Labor Force Survey of Thailand for
Bhutan, Statistical Methodology for Afghanistan,
Economic Statistics for the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh, Rural, Agricultural and Fishery

Census for the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

3) Bilateral Meetings for exchanging
experience in statistical development between
the Korean National Statistical Office and the
Thailand National Statistical Office.

b

weauiesd Asdaulye seddrutemsdrinanuatiauiend Tinisdeauiudmdin andinauaa
wisnnma Tulemadifnegeiuiianisuaniasudszaunisalmsvaunduaa

STUINIUN 22 - 23 SUINAN W.A. 2554

Mr. Somkiat Siriwattanachoke; Deputy Director General of the National Statistical Office welcomed
officers from the Republic of Korea for the study visit on “Exchanging Statistical Development”,

22" - 23" December 2011

52 U dunnuadfudena
National Statistical Office

132
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“National Demonstration Centre-NDC” on Food
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FUAUDIANITOIITLAZLN BATLIANUTZYNYH
(Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations: FAO) l413Un158U5111970 10
Uszme b 1901003039011 asnsausgiugen
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4) Jointly Organized the Regional
Training Workshop on “National Demonstration
Centre-NDC” on Food Security Analysis in Ten
Countries of the Region” with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations:
FAO. Participants came from 10 countries,
namely the Kingdom of Bhutan, the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea, India, the Republic
of Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the

Philippines, the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka and the Socialist Republic of VietNam

Usz51uAnEnIsNNSMINanIsansuasan wazdian1a)u Widneigeu i driineuadfuiani

TUN oo FIVIAN W.A. b&Ee

Chair Person of the Women and Children Committee and the Senate of Bhutan paid a study visit to

the National Statistical Office, 17" August 2014
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Among many other roles the National Statistical Office has one important role of managing
the statistical system of the country. In undertaking this task, it is complying with the 2007 Statistical
Act item 6(1) which assigns The National Statistical Office to “Prepare the Master Plan for the
implementing government statistical work”. To gather statistical evidence of high quality and
standards that are integrated and cost-effective for use by all organizations in the country for their
evidence-based plans and policies. The Statistical Master Plan is a framework to strengthen and

develop the statistical system, emphasizing joint participation of all concerned offices.
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Thailand’s Statistical Master Plan :

A New Path of Statistical Development for Quality Statistics
as an Input for Effective Decision Making towards a Strengthened
and Advanced Statistical System of the Country

MSAPONUUSHISYOMSS:UUERE
AWNIULY
dunauadauieralanifdunisanen
AMINAUITEUVADR SINDINITIAV UL UNEDA
NUseineRieg (Best Practice) Lfialn3oanas
MuuANIaULazLUIMSE S uUsEWAlne lnglad
nsaLazsdunsineg oo sl

szuvugrudeyansilouadd (Data
Directory) wasnzilgunuludann

Tu w.f. b&ee §1UNNUADALKAIVIR
Ladavinszuugiudeyansilouada (Data
Directory) wazvgilounulvans laslasunis
atuayuIvysENINU1edININIATINITAINY
$ruiotfiowmuinisduasesniadean (The
Country Development Partnership for Social
Protection: CDP-SP) Tun1sdndusunseay
AMUAALAUIINNUIZINUTEAUNTENTIS NTY
171 oo MBI HeTIUTINAGRTeMLIEL
nasgdrmsviiuldlunisiiuansaunisin
Matfedradusruu wazarunsairlulddu
wiesdlelunisuimsdnnisssuvaifvesusying
polu

Missions of Statistical Management
System over Time

The National Statistical Office has
studied best practices in statistical development
as well as the implementation of a statistical
master plan from many countries to identify the
framework and guidance for Thailand, over time

continuosly, as follows;

The Data Directory and Statistical
Units Directory

In 2004, the National Statistical Office
implemented a Data Directory and Statistical
Units Directory under financial support from
the Country Development Partnership for
Social Protection: CDP-SP through organizing
brain storming seminars in all ministries and
departments totalling 200 offices nationwide.
The seminar aimed at collecting statistics
produced by various offices with this whereby
the National Statistical Office would gather
seminar outcomes for further planning in setting
up a framework for a statistical management

system for the country.
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(@atannisdamy) Ty wed. beeo lhi1seans
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The Pilot Project on Implementing

Sectoral Statistics

The National Statistical Office, under
financial support from the United Nations
Development Programme: UNDP, the Country
Development Partnership for Social Protection:
CDP-SP and the World Bank, underwent a study
on implementing the sectoral statistical master
plan and statistical development plan, in terms
of form and working processes. The pilot project
focused on 2 sectoral statistics”; namely,
Labor Statistics and Social Welfare Statistics as

guidance for other statistical sectors.

In 2006, 4 more statistical sectors
were included; namely education, religion,
culture and media, industry, natural resources
and environment and tourism. Each sector
was piloted as part of conducting the
sectoral statistical master plan. At the same
time, the National Statistical Office began
fully implementing social welfare statistics.
In 2007, 3 more statistical sectors, namely
health, industry mining, construction and energy
and information and commmunication technology
were piloted. In 2008, a pilot project on setting
up a statistical development plan in 3 sectors

mentioned earlier was undertaken.

o/ AN®131NNITTATILUNUTLLANYDIENUTEV191R
(Administrative Committee on Coordination Programme
Classification, United Nations; UNACC) wagtnunusuldlimngy
Auvsundssnelng

3/ study from Administrative Committee on Coordination
Programme Classification, United Nations; UNACC
with small modification to suit the Thai context
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Implementing the pilot projects
mentioned above resulted in the National
Statistics Office gaining valuable experience in
managing the country’s statistical system which
led to the setting up of the 2011-2015 Statistical
Master Plan, which became the backbone of
country’s strengthened and effective statistical

system.

The First Statistical Master Plan for
2011-2015

The Statistical Master Plan 2011-2015
was the first in Thailand and was adapted from
statistical systems of several countries and
consolidated to suit the country. Thailand’s
statistical system is a Decentralized Statistical
System, with a central office of the National
Statistical Office coordinating with all other
offices in statistical compilation. The 2011-2015
Statistical Master Plan has been implemented
under joint participation strategy with Line
Ministries, which is an innovative procedure for
statistical integration with data linkages and data
sharing providing direct benefits to all users. The
first Thailand Statistical Master Plan consists of
3 strategies; as follows;

Strategy 1 Effectively Managing the Na-
tional Statistical System

Strategy 2 Producing Standardized Offi-
cial Statistics

Strategy 3 Providing Equal Access to
Statistical Data
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Implementation of Thailand
Statistical Master Plan

The National Statistical Office has
implemented the 2011-2015 Thailand Statistical
Master Plan at the national and area-based

levels in compliance with 3 strategies, as follows;

Implementation according to strategy
1: Effectively Managing the National Statistical
System

Mechanism for Country Statistical
Management

Mechanism for national statistical
management consists of committees and sub

committees as follows;

AEITUUAT
The Cabinet

Thailand Statistical Master Plan 2011 - 2015

[ LAULHUNTZUUEDAUSEINALNY W.A. beee - bedw ]

AMZNSIUNNTINSEULARAUSZIALNY o AU
(AULATEFN F9AY LASNIWEINTTIINYIR)
Committee on Statistical System Management

of Thailand in 3 Aspects
(Economic, Social, Natural Resources
and Environment)

= vy a
AMZNIIUNSNUSNIRIUITINTS

Committee on Academic Advisory

AERUNITUNTEDA ATBUNTTUNTWAILN ANIEBUNTINNTT [ AMTAUNIIUNTS )
Lo §1%1 AMATNUAZIATFIUADA fudvINsada AIUNTATIUATAUNA
21 Sectoral Subcommittee on Subcommittee ipauayunALIUsZMA
Statistics Quality Development and on Academic Subcommittee

Subcommittees Statistical Standards

Statistics on Information Preparation

to Support Country’s

* wianslaedd1s1ensdamnin
appointed by Provincial Governor

ANENTIUNNTIEAUIMIA / nudenin*
Provincial/Cluster Statistical Committee

Development
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Committee for Statistical System
Management of Thailand in 3 Aspects
(Economic, Social, Natural Resources and

Environment)

The Committee on Statistical System
Management of Thailand in 3 Aspects (Economic,
Social and Natural Resources and Environment),
was appointed by the Cabinet on 3 May 2011
and chaired by the Minister of Information and
Communication Technology. The committee
consists of the Permanent Secretary/high level
officers and concerned experts with the Director
General of the National Statistical Office as
Secretary of the Committee. The Committee
is authorized in formulating statistical policy,
steering and monitoring statistical implementation
of statistics according to the Statistical Master
Plan and appointing sub committees as well as
reporting on progress and providing guidance to
the Cabinet.
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On 4" June 2013, the Cabinet approved
the report of the Implementation of the 2011-
2015 the Thailand Statistical Master Plan, as

follows;

(1) Incorporate statistical development
plans into implementation plans of the Ministry
and Department, so as to integrate statistical
compilation with all agencies concerned. With this
there will be availability of quality, timely, relevant
and completion of statistical data, with consistent,
frequency of data collection for evidence-based

plans and policies for the country’s development.

(2) Maintain an appropriate number
of statistical personnel. If any Ministries or
Departments require more statisticians, they
are to propose a request to the sub-committee
of civil servant commission of the ministry for

consideration.

(3) The annual budget for statistical
production should be identified by each sectoral
statistical plan and by each relevant office

appropriately.

Committee on Academic Advisory

On 3 May 2011, the Cabinet set up
the Committee on Academic Advisory to advise
on academic statistics in statistical compilation
and provision of easy access to all users. Prof.
Dr. Khunying Suchada Kiranandana chairs this
committee, which comprises experts from
various fields. The Director General of the
National Statistical Office is the Secretary of
the committee. This committee has 2 sub

committees, namely:
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Subcommittee on Academic Statistics

The Academic Advisory Committee
endorsed in its 1% meeting on 19" March
2015, the appointment of a Subcommittee
on Academic Statistics to be a mechanism for
statistical development of the country, chaired
by Assoc. Prof. Dr Jirawan Jitthavech, this
subcommittee is composed of experts from
various academic institutions. The duties of
this subcommittee are to support the National
Statistical Office in developing quality academic
statistics and its proper use including consultancy
services and recommendations in development
of the National Statistical Office’s work.

Subcommittee on Information
Preparation to Support the Country’s

Development

The Academic Advisory Committee
endorsed in its 1% meeting on 19" March
2015, the appointment of a Subcommittee on
Information Preparation to Support the
Country’s Development. This subcommittee
is @ mechanism for development of the
statistics according to major issues in the country’s
development. This subcommittee is chaired
by Dr. Nipon Poapongsakorn, and consists
of experts from various fields. Its duties are
to analyze the need for information/indicators
including advice on recommendation in system
development of statistical data/indicators to

suit the country‘s development in the future.
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Statistical Sector

NSZNTIINAN
Main Counterpart

Subcommittee on 21 Sectoral Statistics

21 Sectoral Statistics subcommittees
was appointed by the Committee on Statistical
System Management of Thailand in 3 Aspects
(Economic, Social and Natural Resources
and Environment) on 24" February 2012, the
components of these subcommittees consist

of the following focal points:

NUIYUNAN

Secondary Counterpart

fnudeny (« d1%1) Social statistics (9 sectors)

@) UsEvInsAEns
UsensuaziAe
1)  Demographic, population

and housing statistics

AsENTIUMIAlNG

Ministry of Interior

aunusmsn ezl
AUNITUNATDY

Bureau of Registration Administration,
Department of Provincial

Administration

)  LINU

2) Labor statistics

NITNTILEINIU

Ministry of Labour

&V

ﬂumagamiwgﬁﬁmmlﬁwm

Y
o o

mummﬂé’mmzmmmmu
Labor and Economic
Information Center,

Office of the Permanent Secretary

o) NNSANWY

3)  Education statistics

ASLNTIANYITANS

Ministry of Education

@juémﬂuia@aﬁaummazms%ms
drnnuUdansensAneIsAg
Information and Communication
Technology Centre,

Office of the Permanent Secretary

@ faul Aave TausIsy

4) Religion, art and

Culture statistics

ATENTITIMUTITH

Ministry of Culture

Audinalulagansaumalazn1sdaeans
ANUNNUUARNTENTIVIUSTTU
Information and Communication

Technology Centre,

Office of the Permanent Secretary
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Health statistics

NITNTIUAN
Main Counterpart

NIENTRNEIBIIUEY

Ministry of Public Health

RUIIUNEAN
Secondary Counterpart

dinuleunsuazensenans
SUnNUUAANTENTIEEITUGY
Bureau of Policy and Strategy,
Office of the Permanent Secretary

6)

atannisdeny

Social security statistics

ATENTHNITHAUIAIAL
WAZAIUNLILAYRILLE

Ministry of Social
Development and

Human Security

quéialulaBansaumenaznisdeans
F1InUUaRNTEN TN THUIAIAL
LLazmwﬂ"ummaawwé

Information and Communication
Technology Centre,

Office of the Permanent Secretary

NYLALYNY

Gender statistics

NITNTNNITRUIFIAY
wazALiuAIYR YWY
Ministry of Social
Development and

Human Security

dndaasuanuiaNan1ANYIYIY
nsUAINTERILATENUUATOUATY
Bureau of Gender Equality Promotion,
Department of Women’s Affairs

and Family Development

@) Telduaynedng nsgnvnwalulagansaumea | dlnadaden
V99ATITOU warnsiedns drinuanfALIYIf
8) Household income and Ministry of Information Social Statistics Bureau,
expenditures statistics and Communication The National Statistical Office
Technology
®)  YA5IIY AsTuAg NIENTIERATITU @juéﬁ@uuﬁa;ﬂaﬂizmumiqaﬁi’iu

9)

AsLlpakarn1SUNATY
Justice, security,
political and public
administration statistics

Ministry of Justice

o o a

ﬁ’luﬂ\i’]uﬂﬁ]ﬂ’]iqaﬁﬁu
Justice Information Center,
Office of Justice Affairs

AULASEFND (0o #101) Economic statistics (11 sectors)

®)

1)

&9

ToyauszevR

National accounts

d1NUABIZATINNTT
WANSIATEFN ALY
WYY

Office of the National
Economic and Social
Development Board

dtinUgauszrvf
A1UNUAMZNIINNITRNUING
\ITUgNAUATFIRULNIYR
National Accounts Division,
Office of the National Economic
and Social Development Board
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Statistical Sector

WA LazUseaa

Agriculture and

fishery statistics

NIZNTAUEAN
Main Counterpart

NITNTIAYATLATANN L

Ministry of Agriculture
and Cooperatives

RUIBIURAN
Secondary Counterpart

AUGANTAUNANITNYAT
AUINNULATYFAINITNYAT
Agricultural Information Centre,

Office of Agricultural Economics

o) AEINNITU NIENTNYNAINNTIN Quéa’liaulmﬁLﬂiﬂgﬁﬁ]qma’mmim
AUNNUATYINRAFINNTTY

3)  Industrial statistics Ministry of Industry Industrial Economic Information
Center,
Office of Industrial Economics

@  WANWY NFENTHNSNUY AUENINTALALATAUNANRINY
ANUINNUULIUIBLAZ LN UNA I

4)  Energy statistics Ministry of Energy Forecasting and the Energy
Information Center,
Energy Policy and Planning Office

&  MIAKAEIIA NIENTHNIAYY drilndviiasugianisen
dilnnuulevguazenseaninIzen

5) Trade and price statistics | Ministry of Commerce Bureau of Trade and Economic Indices,

Office of Policy and Strategic Trade

a s

Juaswazladanng

Transport and logistics

NIENITNANUIAN

Ministry of Transport

¢ a A
Audwaluladansaunataynisdoans
ANUNNUUAANTENTINANUIAL

Information and Communication

statistics Technology Center,
Office of the Permanent Secretary
o)  Wwalulagansauwnea AsEnsmalulagansauwd | dunaulannsensiwnalulag
IR RGAR] LAYAISERANS ANSAUMNALALNITEREANS
7)  Information Ministry of Information Office of the Permanent Secreatry

Communication and

Technology statistics

and Communication

Technology

ANSNBUNYILATNITNNN

Tourism and

sports statistics

ATENT NSNS AL NN

Ministry of Tourism and
Sports

Audwaluladansauna
nsuNNsYiedlen

Information and Communication
Technology Center,

Tourism Department
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Statistical Sector Main Counterpart Secondary Counterpart
®)  N15EU NIIFUIAIS suUNASAsUsEIA MY H8an LAz aaumne
wagn1sUsEAuUNY suIASkaUsEWAlNe
9) Finance, banking and Bank of Thailand Statistics and Information Branch,
insurance statistics Bank of Thailand
®0) NISARY NTENTNNITAN dinulgungn1snad

A1INNULATYFAINITAN
10) Fiscal statistics Ministry of Finance Bureau of Fiscal Policy,

Fiscal Policy Office

00) WYIAENS N3ENTIINEIANENT dinuleuieuasynaeans
wialulaghasuwinnssy wazmalulad AinuldansenTIIveIAmans
uazialulad
11) Science technology and | Ministry of Science and Bureau of Policy and Strategy,
innovation statistics Technology Office of the Permanent Secretary

AIUNSNEINTTITUYIRRALRIINGDN (o &127)
National resources and environment statistics (1 sector)

®)  NSNYINTEITUY NIENTINTNINTTIINNA | Audimaluladansaumanaznisdaoans
TGN wazEInAoM AUINNUUEANTENTRNINGINITTTUA
TGP0
1) National resources and Ministry of National Information and Communication
environment statistics Resources and Technology Center,
Environment Office of the Permanent Secretary
I‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘IIII‘I
ANERUNITUNMSADAT AU TN SRadATY Duties of the Sectoral Statistics

TunsiTaNLaZIAVINLHUNAUNADATI8E1 LAz subcommittee are to set up a sectoral statistical
miumsadiunuiawadineauiliduluan development plan and steer the implementation
WAL wazsIeuRanIsaiunulinuenIIunIg of the sectoral statistical development plan and
dnssuvadfuszwealve e s Wudsedmnd report the results of its implementation to the
Committee on Statistical System Management
of Thailand in 3 Aspects (Economic, Social and

Natural Resources and Environment) annually.
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Subcommittee on Quality Development and
Statistical Standards

The Subcommittee on Quality
Development and Statistical Standards was
appointed by the Committee on Statistical
System Management of Thailand in 3 Aspects
(Economic, Social and Natural Resources
and Environment) on 18" November 2014.
Its duties are to formulate policy in terms of
quality management and statistical standards,
consider guidelines, methods and mechanisms
for quality management of official statistics,
including recommendations for development
an promoting quality statistical standards.

The Provincial Statistical Commmittee

In 2012, the National Statistical Office
implemented the Thailand Statistical Master
Plan into practice at the area-based level
in 10 pilot provinces; namely, Ang Thong,
Nakhon Nayok, Lop Buri, Sing Buri, Chai Nat,
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Prachin Buri, Uthai
Thani, Nakhon Sawan and Kamphaeng Phet
by using the Provincial Statistical Committee as
the main mechanism. The Provincial Governor
chaired the Committee with concerned offices.
Members of the Committee consisted of the
Provincial Statistical Office, the head of the Strategic
Provincial Development Section and the head of
the Information and Communication Technology
Section who also acted as the Secretary. The
duties of this committee are to compile a set of
statistical data necessary for decision-making at the
area-based level, coordinate data integration from
government offices/provincial offices, set up the
Provincial Statistical Development Plan and annual
report and recommendations to the Committee
on Statistical System Management of Thailand in
3 Aspects (Economic, Social and Natural Resources
and Environment) that will be forwarded on to
the Cabinet. In the fiscal year 2013, this strategy
was expanded to set up the provincial Statistical
Committee for all 76 Provinces.
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The Cluster Statistical Committee

In 2013, the National Statistical Office
implemented the Thailand Statistical Master
Plan into practice at the cluster province level by
Implementing the Cluster Statistical Committee
mechanism. The components of the Committee
was according to the strategies complying with
structure of data sets and value chain, with the
governor responsible for its strategy and chairing

of the committee.

Other provincial governors in the
cluster include advisors, offices involved with
the strategies as members of the committee,
while the provincial statistical office staff of the
chair person acted as a secretary with the head
of the strategic office together with the other
two provincial statistical offices as secretary
assistants. This Committee compiles the data
set necessary to support strategy positioning
and decision-making for the provincial cluster’s
development, including coordinating and
requesting data from government offices and
provincial offices within the concerned cluster.
The National Statistical Office has piloted this

in 2 clusters, namely:

The Upper Central Provincial Cluster
(Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Ang Thong), was to study
potential data and strategic issues of the cluster
for area-based decision making, as this cluster
contains major economic products, such as
rice, cassava, meat and chicken, these were the

provinces in the first pilot project.
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The Upper Northeastern Provincial
Cluster (Nakhon Phanom, Mukdahan, Sakon
Nakhon) are border areas with a high value
of border trade and continued expansion
to support the upcoming ASEAN Economic

Community.

In 2014, the National Statistical Office
extended in setting up total 18 Cluster Statistical
Committees.

Output of the Country Statistical
Management

In implementing the mentioned
activities, there were several outputs both

Functional and Area-based, as follows:

1) Statistical Development Plans
consists of Sectoral Statistical Development
Plans and Provincial/Cluster Development
Plans

Sectoral Statistical Development
Plans are tools in statistical data management
used for national analysis. The plan supports
planning and evaluation of each sectoral office
development by statistical sector through
development of personnel capacity. The goal
is to compile statistics that are easily accessed
and understandable. The plan provides a “List
of Official Statistics” which are necessary for
monitoring and evaluation of the country’s
development. The plan also identifies offices
responsible for producing and developing official
statistics, a guidance in producing, disseminating
and the use of statistics, including promoting
and supporting resources for statistical units’

potential development.
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Provincial/Cluster Statistical
Development Plan is a tool for identifying
the framework for development of statistical
compilation. These are needed for strategic
management of provincial/cluster sectors. The
framework begs by reviewing the vision, strategic
issues and economic potential of the provincial/
cluster from the Gross Provincial Products (GPP),
then selects the economic sector from strategic
issues of the provincial/cluster area. Under joint
efforts of all offices concerned, the product
champion that can create the most economic
value added is selected. Identifying the products
Value Chain and Critical Success Factor are then
considered. These statistics are then integrated
at the area-based level to serve the provincial/
cluster’s strategies in the operation of all 76

provinces and 18 clusters provinces.
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On 20" October 2014, the National
Statistical Office organized a seminar on
“Development of Data and Information at the
area-based level of 76 Provinces/18 Clusters”.
The seminar was attended by members of the
National Assembly, Minister of Interior, Permanent
Secretary of Ministry of Interior, Permanent
Secretary of the Information and Communication
Technology, former Permanent Secretary of the
Information and Communication Technology,
former Provincial Governors, Provincial Governors
and 76 Provincial Statistical Offices and
representatives of all concerned offices. The
seminar publicly promoted the implementation
of information and data sets at the
area-based level to support decision making of
administrators, including also participation of
all government offices that would ultimately
lead to the integration of plans and budget at

all area levels.
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2) List of Official Statistics and
Official Statistics Metadata consisting of List of
Official Statistics and Official Statistics Metadata
at the ministerial/ departmental levels and

area-based level.

List of Official Statistics and
Official Statistics Metadata: at ministerial/

departmental levels

Official Statistics are crucial and
necessary for policy formulation, decision
making and administering to the country’s
development, these are reference figures of the
country. The Official Statistics were selected by
the sectoral committee through a consensus
approach, from statistics produced/compiled
by various offices. The list of Official Statistics
also includes names of all the offices in charge

of producing/compiling these data.
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N9518N1SEANINITEIVINISEY NISSUIAS Lazn1sUsEAUNY
List of Official Statistics of Finance, Banking and Insurance

Tnssaiestin Foadamens S18MTEIANINTS i sUuuy/ Y Waailea
N9N5 ABNSIHBUNS SuRaveu
naugUseAaia
FI"INW'I?"N"V’; 1
Official Statistics Official List of Official Statistics Frequency Dissemination Office Link with Demand
Structure Statistics methods In Charge Group of Statistics
of Table 1
1. NM5WUNN55UIATS / Finance, Banking
11 aaamsiu |- Siswanwdou | Smsuaniwdsuiuedenefusuunnyanaiiy EUlIei! Excel CSV sUn. gy 2 AANANTTRY
Financial Exchange Rates | Average Counter Rates Quoted by Currency Daily Excel CSV Bank of Group 2 Financial
Market Thailand Market
n31Un USD/THB Uszd1iu (Spot Rate) 183U
Ua¥dnT1 Swap Point FILUNANENY
Daily USD/THB (Spot Rate) Closing Rates and Swap Daily
Point
fifiARuum (NEER) uazivdiiRuumiuyiass (REER) | s1eifiou
NEER and REER Monthly
- Snswmenide smmmonideussirfusuunmusuens iy Excel CSV sUn. nau 2 AaNANTTEY
AANARL/ Average Daily Interest Rate by Commercial Banks Daily Excel CSV Bank of Group 2 Financial
AsIuley Thailand Market
Interest Rates | n31A15 T HBNTMUNALELIATS 187U
Financial Fee Rates by Commercial Banks Daily
Markets/Fee Shvmenidelunaniu a Aoy e
Rates Interest Rate in Financial Markets as of End of the Monthly
Month
Snmnenidersszmasetu EalTe Excel CSV sun. ndu 2 maan sy
Daily Foreign Interest Rate Daily Excel CSV Bankof | Group 2 Financial
Thailand Market
Thai Baht Implied Interest Rates $183u 183U
Thai Baht Implied Interest Rate Daily
wihsaUuanmedes a Autu 387U
Liquidity Adjustment Window Daily
Snmneniednidesozdumaanginm BIBOR) :1e%u | s1efu
BIBOR Daily
smmnenideusinagsnssuuareonasinaiuliitu 19y
FIRINEWIANTIETUY
Interbank Transaction Volume, Rates and Amount Daily
Outstanding as of Settlement Date
senddadmiundnvindifognssurantofunet | s
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Wannduada
na.
but will be
developed
to be Official
Statistics
later
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Metadata are detailed data of official
statistics, expanding on the production of official
statistics, such as office in charge, frequency, form
and data dissemination methods, definitions,
etc. Users can learn background of the data,
data access as well as differences of data and

users can under the proper uses of metadata.

Totaled 2,219 official statistics and
3,846 items of official statistics. Of these 3,601
items were under specific offices in charge,
157 items had no data available but with
offices in charge and 88 items had neither

data nor offices in charge.

List of Official Statistics at the
area-based level: Statistical data compilation
for strategic issues at the area-based level

(Cluster and Province)

Implementation of Statistical
Development Plan at the area-based level
started with a pilot project in 10 provinces
(Kamphaeng Phet, Nakhon Sawan, Chai Nat,
Uthai Thani, Lop Buri, Sing Buri, Ang Thong,
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Prachin Buri and
Nakhon Nayok) in 2012. In 2013, the project
was expanded to cover 2 pilot clusters of
provinces, namely Upper Central Provincial
Cluster (Chai Nat, Sing Buri and Ang Thong) and
Upper Northeastern Provincial Cluster (Nakhon
Phanom, Mukdahan and Sakon Nakhon). The
output of these 2 projects was data set (list of
official statistics) of the Product Champion of
province/cluster, as well as indentifying of the

positioning of the provincial cluster.

From the fiscal year 2014

onwards, the project was implemented in 76
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iR AEleNIANIUNUVDIAMENTIUASEDR  provinces and 18 provincial clusters, under

SYAUTIRIA/NAUTINTA LAgNISILASIZITAIL L the work of the provincial/cluster statistical

' A . % e committee. Value Chain analysis was undertaken
1aA1 (Value Chain) auUIglAUYNSAENT Loy

o o o g " according to strategic issues and selected
Andensiensiiutadegainudusa (Critical s :

o Jo o items with Critical Success Factors and Key
Success Factor) wagmIvInn1TNMUl (Key . ‘ .
Performance Indicators, the final List of Official

. [ o 3 £ aa
Performance Indicator) anvaviuneaan Statistics at provincial/cluster levels totaled
NNNITIZAVNNIO/NAUIIIN @FUNWEDR £ 708 items.

NINTIITNEY & eloc S18AS

LHUNIENANIINITVRINANN UNNTAANLAIN : “U12”
List of Official Statistics of Potential Product : “Rice”

siaeldnmuA
uaztladug e EAULREGRT Anwozvas | 3/l FBmuiu Adnud MBI AUNBIG
AudI3Y 9NS doya* | goudeya | swuswdeya | wesdeya HSuiinvau
“d17”
Value Chain and Indicator List of Official Data Database | Method of Data | Frequency Office/Unit Remark
Critical Success Statistics Characteristics| (yes, no) Collection in Charge
Factor: “Rice”
VC1 : ms3duasiann (R&D) + Tassadeiugu / VC: Research and Development (R & D)+Infrastructure
CSF 1 ulswiesguna | KPI 1.1 msdseiw/ | 1.1.1 sedusien In b #1599 efou nsunsAiely
CSF 1 Government | 911131A1 1.1.1 Price level In yes survey monthly Internal Trade
Policy KPI 1.1 Price Department
insurance/Price | 1.1 2 §ruuinumsnsi In i nzidou 16U drinanuinunsdania
pledge shudeululasns
1.1.2 No. of Agriculturers, In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
matching with the Office
project condition
CSF 2 Yadumsw@n | KPI 2.1 wawdndna | 2.1.1 ﬁwmwﬁuﬁﬂf;jn%n In b nzdou el dnaunuasTanin
- fumzugn YoIdmin wid (15)
= U%mmﬁ}ﬂ KPI 2.1 2.1.1 No. of planted In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
- Wuﬁ*ﬁn Rice production | area of Major Rice (Rai) Office
- AuAMAY of the province | 212 ﬁwuuuﬁuﬁﬂqn“ﬁn dinaunuasiania
- nansyvudunden wiUss (15) In f nzidou el
- MInsI9EnsIAT 2.1.2 No. of planted In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
AN area of Second Rice (Rai) Office
C5F 2 Preluiion 2.1.3 Snaufiuiiuden In a nzideu 8l Arinnununsimin
Qeciol Frund (I5)
*7 pt‘anted area 2.1.3 No. of Harvested In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
I R iwael Srale Areas of Major Rice (Rai) Office
- rice seed N ¥ dz o " - - . o v o
- ety e sall 2V.1.4 mlnu“fwumﬂ‘umm In by VENEYS 518U AUNNULNYATININ
1y (1s)
- Impact of
P 2.1.4 No. of Harveslted In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
i Are.as of Second Rice Office
chemical left over (Rai
2.1.5 uurandnd In b nzidou el drdnanunuasdania
wid (15)
2.1.5 Production of In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
Major Rice (Rai) Office
2.1.6 SnunaKART In a nzideu 8l Ainnununsimin
WS (1s)
2.1.6 Production of In yes register yearly Provincial Agriculture
Second Rice (Rai)
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Implementation according to Strategy
2 ”Producing Standardized Official Statistics”

The National Statistical Office developed
the statistical standard management system
and statistical quality assessment system to
support implementation to ensure the users,
of both public and private sectors researchers
and students to confidently use statistics. Data
producers of official statistics would then begin
to realize that producing quality, accurate and
standardized statistics will lead to data linkages
and sharing, including upgrading statistical
production to similar levels as international

standards.

Development of the Statistical

Standard Management System

The National Statistical Office
developed this system via the sub-Committee
on development of quality and statistical
standards by considering and setting priority
major statistical standards necessary for data
integration and sharing. This sub-Committee
assigned a host for setting the specific statistical
standard that also steered and monitored the
use of statistical standards in compiling official
statistics of the country. The sub-Committee
focused on participation and consensus schemes
among offices involved in the working process
of statistical standard management in order to
obtain agreement and putting this into practice.
With this, official statistics of the country are
aligned with international standards quality and

comparable nationally and internationally.

52 U sunnuadauiona
National Statistical Office

156



WAILNTEUUNITUSIRIUAMAWED R
N19N15

FEUUUTELHUAUNAINADNANIINTT
dinauadAwiarndlaiaunieldnsauiuinig
wazalon1sussiliuaunnadanIenIs dunaln
AMZOUNTTUNTHAILIAUAINUALUIATFIUANHA
ilolsimiendnadinianisidlafeuuimisuay
TMsUsziuaunNaTANINIg wieuviansadey
wavUsziliununinadinianisiienuiasle by
Dowiu uazdninauadfuisnfarduamiannnin
Snduneunds iedunissesiunsliinisiuses
Aunmadanianslueunan Failugnisiamn
1AIFIUNIHAREDANIINTTeN ST AR TAMA N
waztufisenivluszdvaina lelvgléiAnaanu

Y a

o o aa < £ A £
wetuluahianiang LLa%L‘UUﬂWiﬂﬁﬁﬁlum@u&lMEﬂNﬁm

anRn1anIsiNANIALILarUSUUTINSHERADA
mensegraussuy

nssdusnuaugnsaEnsi e n1sli
U%nﬂi%agaaaﬁashﬂ%ﬁa

drinauadfuwsrAiiinUsyasalunis
Iﬁu‘%mﬁaaﬂaaﬁﬁaéwqﬁqﬁqﬁu’qmﬂmlﬁsmauaﬂ
Uszne FaldmannszuunsiauesaswaniUdsy
Toyaaiian1ensuIu Web Services lngldunnsgu
SDMX (Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange)
Tunnsuanidsudeyaada wazdieSuisdoya
ANGAE LﬁaﬁﬂﬂﬁmsﬁaﬂmumLLaﬂLﬂﬁauﬁulﬁ
wsgminamhenululssnenaresinissening
Useine Feazdreliinnsidndedeyaliinesidu
dregliniedlddoyaluluegisazainuasil
Usednsnm

Development of Statistical

Quality Assessment

The National Statistical Office
developed the Statistical Quality Assessment
system under the guidance and manual of the
Statistical Quality Assessment of official statistics
through the mechanism of the sub-Committee
on Development of Quality and Statistical
Standards. This sub-Committee’s objective was
to develop statistical units to understand the
guidelines and methods of statistical assessment,
including preliminary checks and assessments.
The National Statistical Office will follow this up
by double checking randomly and certify the
quality of official statistics in the future. These
are the planned steps in the development of
the Statistical Quality Assessment System of the
Official Statistics, leading to standardized Official
Statistics and driving data producers to develop

and improve their production systematically.

Implementation according to Strategy

3 Providing Equal Access to Staistical Data

The National Statistical Office places
equal importance in the provision of statistical
data for both national and international levels
and has developed presentations and data
exchange systems via web services with SDMX
(Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange) to lead
to linkages and exchanges among offices in the
country and international organizations. With
this, the benefits of such statistical data are its
convenience, effectiveness and accessibility by

data providers or users.
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The 2™ Thailand Statistical Master
Plan (2016-2021)

The National Statistical Office
implemented the 1°" Thailand 5-Year
Statistical Master Plan that ended in 2015.
The 2™ plan will comply with changing of the
economy, social and natural resources and
environment within and outside the country.
The National Statistical Office has adopted
the lesson learned from the 1% plan, as
guidance for the 2™ plan for 2016-2021 and
in line with the 12" National Economic and
Social Development Plan (2017-2021). The
major contents of the 2™ Thailand Statistical
Master Plan emphasizes development of
statistical data in terms of standard and
quality and integrated linkages for decision
making and policy formulation at all levels

of development.

Currently the National Statistical
Office together with all Line Ministries are
in discussion to improve all contents of the
Plan and appropriately adjust directions to
comply with present and future challenges.
The results from these discussions will be an
action and monitoring plan before requesting

approval from the cabinet.
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A New Path in Integration, Linkages
and Data Exchange

On 12 October 2004, the Cabinet assigned
the National Statistical Office to operate the
“National Information Center: NIC” project so as
to manage the administration of national data, as
a source of data compiling and data integration.
With this operation the National Statistical Office
supported data to the Prime Minister’s Operation
Center: PMOC for national public administration,
including coordinating among public and private
sectors for standardized data. Meanwhile, the 2007
Statistical Act authorized the National Statistical
Office as the central agency in coordinating and
compiling statistical management of the country as
well as creating a statistical network for integration
of vital and timely statistics for the country. Data
integration can support the PMOC’s operation
effectively as well as support the Information
and Communication Technology’s missions,
which focus on data and information integration
including public network linking all public data
with offices responsible for policy planning and
related agencies. It supplies relevant data for
instructing, monitoring and overcoming related

obstacles.

Operation in an early period, a plan
was formulated to form an information network
linking data systems among agencies. Definitions
and metadata to support data sharing, including
offices in charge with their duties to effectively
support the country’s administration were set.
This leads to the data integration and data
presentation for the administrators and other
related users to use for their decisions making

in evidenced-based plans and policies.
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In 2008, the National Statistical Office
proposed to the Government the establishment
of the “Government Strategic Information
Center: GSIC”, within the National Statistical
Office and was to take over the missions of the
National Information Center. The Ministerial
Administration of the National Statistical Office,
Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology announced in the Government
Gazette on 24" October 2008, the approval
of the establishment as proposed. This center
aims at being as the national information

administration.

In 2008, this center has taken the

following actions:

- Installed computer network and
system for data linkage and data integration at

20 Line Ministries and 75 provinces.

- Published Metadata for data
integration, data linkage and data sharing at
Information Center System and published
manual of statistical data standards “StatXML”
and distributed to public offices

In 2009, the National Statistical Office
continued to develop and uptake the Information
Centre continuously so as to have the concrete
operation by opening up the Information Centre,
with this, the 20 Ministeries can use the service,

with the following operations;
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Created the system data integration
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1)

linkage and data exchange among public offices

via statXchange with the National Statistical

Office as the central office implementation.

2)

hicher administrative levels to create joint

Created a public networking at

plans and policies, improve understanding and
support in inputing data and information into

the statXchange system

masgudoya
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3) Created networking among public
offices at the operation level by setting up
working groups with representatives from 20
Ministries to key in data continuously, including

coordinating, monitoring and overcoming

challenges and obstacles in implemention.

4) Human Resource Development
of public related offices better to understand

statXchange and technology Web Services

5)  Joined with the Office of the Public
Sector Development to set up indicatosr for all
offices to input data into the public statistical
integration system to ensure continuation of

work and sustainability
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6) Conducted workshops attended
by all related offices at the Ministerial and
Departmental levels for improved cooperation
in inputting data into the public statistical
integration system. Participants were both data
producers and Data Users in the form of a Data
Market.

In 2010-2011, the National Statistical
Office, as the central agency in statistical
development of the country, continually
coordinated with related agencies to create
a network in data linkage and integration
among public agencies in 20 Line Ministries.
These included departments under the Line
Ministries by applying statXML for standard
data exchange and the statXchange system

for public data integration.
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Users who are interested in data and
information compiled by public offices can
access the statXchange system. The National
Statistical Office developed various types of
presentation for searching at www.nso.go.th
or www.nic.go.th. Users can search by key
words or offices or list of sectoral data items,
including sets of indicators and articles, for

example.

For more effective exchange, in 2013,
the National Statistical Office reviewed and
updated various forms of public data linkages
and exchanges. The statXchange and Web
Services earlier used was adapted from SDMX,
which was also upgraded for more completion.
The National Statistical Office has placed
much effort in convincing other data
producers to provide cooperation in compiling
datasets necessary for analysis to obtain
in-depth information for decision making and
monitoring as well as strategy development

for related offices.

The National Statistical Office has
begun developing work systems and programs
to support the change from previous
systems to International standard SDMX and
Business Intelligcence or BI, to create easily
understandable presentations of information
for decision making by administrators.
This development will continue until we
reach data linkages and exchanges at the
area-based level and finally achieve an SDMX

HUB of the country in the near future.
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In applying SDMX for data linkage
and data exchange with metadata, the
National Statistical Office needs continual
development. For example, to collect
detailed statistical data for this operation,
to manage statistical data and metadata, to
identify units in charge of data production and
data service as the reference of responsibility,
to help statistical units to better understand
SDMX standards so as to prepare their
data in the form of SDMX standards,
to organize meetings among statistical data
producer units for consensus in identifying
the structure of items according to the
SDMX standard before inputting into the
data exchange system. With the procedures
mentioned above, statistical data would
be ready to be linked and exchanged for
more in depth analysis and presented to
administrators to be used for more effective
decision making. Moreover, the National
Statistical Office needs to continue to
advocate to all levels of officers to better
know how to prepare data and systems,
create acknowledgement of data producers
and most importantly to clearly identify
forms and plans for linkages and exchange

of statistical data and metadata to offices.
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Methini Thepmani

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Information
and Communication Technology

April 2015
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The National Statistical Office is under the Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology, which is undergoing a major restructure and will be renamed as the Ministry
of Digital Economy to support the policy on digital economy of the government. Currently,
technology is power and every business sectors, such as production, finance and banking,
agriculture, whether they are big firms or SME’s, including our ways of life now depending on
digital technology. Many developed countries; Singapore, Korea, Japan place a high priority
on the digital economy for their countries’ sustainable development, while in Thailand the
digital economy is still relatively new.

With rapid global change, how must the National Statistical Office adjust itself to meet
with this challenge, Mrs. Methini Thepmani; Permanent Secretary provided a vision for the
new direction of the National Statistical Office, as follows;
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New Dimension of the National
Statistical Office:
Digital Society

Em— ’

ll\ﬂUHﬁﬁUEbUd]EJ?UﬂWSWUUUWUS“lnﬂ The role of the National Statistical
i Office in next 3-5 years should be adjusted

Tij_]D:lljUd-]UlﬂSUﬁﬁDH_Suaé\]ﬂ " to comply with new roles of the Ministry. The

new digital policies will be used to drive the

economy and society through a construction

statistics d]re-Ctly COntr].bUteS of adequate digital infrastructure with a low
fo economic and SOC]al service, to upgrade the quality of life and

develOpmel’]t” provide equally access to public services,
including supporting digital entrepreneurs to

increase business competition.
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Under the National Statistical Office’s new mission, there will be increased availability
of data and information and knowledge at the national level, the National Statistical Office is
tasked to produce timely, relevant statistics and information in digital form for ease of access
and a support the wider use of detailed analysis. Moreover, new technology will be applied
for data collection to shorten the survey time period and reduce the number of field staff. In
addition, more focus will be on cross-sectoral data analysis, since a one single dimension data

cannot effectively support or explain the complex nature and social context of the country.

“For example, in public policy formulation; policies on free service for the poor, we
found that there are various definitions of poor people, and some definitions are duplicated,
some people are poor because they lack adequate income while others are poor because
they are elderly and disabled. Thus, the definition of the poor should be defined by using a
cross-sectored analysis. Therefore, new technology should be used to enable such complex
analysis, policy formulation taking into account cross-sectoral income distribution would

enable this.”
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Furthermore, conducting survey on behavior in using the Internet, so as to better
understand behavior, popularity of the people in various dimensions could support

evidence-based plans and policies of both public and private sectors.

“It is expected that in the next 5 years (2020), 95% of the Thai population will be
able to access the Internet, thus data concerning behavior of Internet users, collected in the
recent past and for the next 10 years should benefit people in terms of using the Internet

effectively and protecting them from illegal activities the peace in society.”

“The way of driving a quality Digital Society is through development of good data,

information and public service that allows equal access to all.”
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The Importance of Statistical Work

In the Permanent Secretary’s perspective regarding the importance of statistics, she
is of the opinion that statistics directly contributes to economic and social development.
Fundamental statistics, such as population statistics, labor statistics, agricultural statistics, as
well as advanced statistics; analysis on factors affecting education levels, labor forecasting,

are all needed for better policy formulation and decision makins.

Thus, statistical work plays a significant role in being a mechanism for policy
implementation, solving problems encountered in either the public or private sectors, as well

as the population sector in various aspects; as follows,

Public Sector: statistical data presents the actual current situation and trends of change
from the past and can be used for future forecasting. The public sector can use statistics to
support planning; basic infrastructure of the country, including future planning to suit emerging

issues such as an ageing society, etc..
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Private Sector: statistics can be used in projecting trends in the future for planning and
decision making in business; investment, employment, ordering of materials, including stock
management, marketing and product distribution to consumers. Such statistical data lead to
reasonable decision making, reduce risk in operations and results in sustainable growth in

business.

Population Sector: statistics are close to daily life; students can use statistics for
their decision in choosing faculties or major subjects for their university studies, especially if
they consider labor or employment statistics and labor demand of the labor market for their
decision making, it will guide them more accurately, and directly benefit them in earning their

lives.

“For example, the government’s policy on promoting online study for equal access in
education is undertaken because the country does not have adequate numbers of capable
teachers in the 27,000 schools nationwide. Via the Internet, capable teachers can teach once
but can be viewed in many schools, such online study policies will be more effective when

we use both basic statistics and statistics of the behavior of Internet users”.
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“We cannot use only traditional methods of teaching as before, if we learn that there

is change, we need to keep up with the change and set up appropriate policies”.

Targets towards Low Cost, More Efficient,
Easy and Equal Access to Data

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology
(to be restructured to the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society in the near future) elaborated
that in strategy 1 (Development of Basis for a Digital Economy) targets at the National Statistical
Office will be to integrate the use of digital infrastructure between public and private sectors

in order to reduce cost and increase efficiency for competitiveness.

“Work of National Statistical Office will be more clearly developed, especially in
reducing cost and time consuming for statistical data production. Data on population
characteristics, business characteristics, or establishments, then could be obtained from

basic data integration of both public and private sectors.”
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When data are able to be integrated, the National Statistical Office will have time for
more in-depth data collection and increasing the value added into the data for more effective

use by all users.

Another target of the Ministry (target 6) is to urge all offices under the Ministry to
disclose more data to people and the private sector in order to support wider use of data
for decision making, allowing for a learning society where people can use data in their daily

lives. This will result in increased cooperation from all data respondents.
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A Change to Maintain Competitive Edge

What should be the role of the National Statistical Office under changing international
and global competition?

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology
sees that unceasing development of technology and mobile devices causes a lot of changes. The
National Statistical Office must adjust itself to face these challenges; overall work procedures
need to be changed by making use of Big Data”. Many developed countries, such as the
United States, Japan, Korea, etc. recognize the importance of Big Data as a major source of

timely information with the ability to compile statistics with this data source.
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4/ Big data is a broad term used for data sets so large or complex that traditional data processing applica-
tions are inadequate. Challenges include analysis, capture, data creation, search, sharing, storage, transfer,
visualization, and information privacy. The term often refers simply to the use of predictive analytics or
other certain advanced methods to extract value from data, and seldom to a particular size of data set.
Accuracy in big data may lead to more confident decision making. And better decisions can mean greater
operational efficiency, cost reduction and reduced risk. (from Wikipedia)
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The National Statistical Office needs also data linkages system to link administrative
data from various government offices and priority organizations with Big Data, this will increase

efficiency in compiling statistics for easy access for users in the country.

“I am confident and proud of the work done by the National Statistical Office, both
in the quality of its personnel and their capabilities. Many years ago while | was serving the
public sector at the Revenue Department, my first Director was a person from the National
Statistical Office. During those early times when the National Statistical Office was founded,
the Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board was responsible for na-
tional planning development using data from the National Statistical Office. The computer
mainframe for processing large numbers of data was installed at the National Statistical

Office and numerous government offices shared data processing with this mainframe”.
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“Statistical work is a “behind the scenes” work. We hardly discuss where the data
came from and how we collected it. We now can collect a lot of data by applying e-survey
forms and very soon we will work towards collecting data automatically via information
technology. We are proud to have collaborated together with all Line Ministries for the

country’s development”.

| am confident in changing role of the NSO by utilizing more advanced technology
with up-to-date content and devices. The National Statistical Office will continue to improve

and evolve as we have experienced and developed personnel.
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Viboondhat Sudhantanakit
Director General of

the National Statistical Office
April 2015
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Statistical work is important and necessary for national economic and social
planning. From the first establishment on 23" May 1963 till now the National Statistical
Office has completed 52 years of operation and has been in charge of collecting
fundamental economic and social statistics for the country. To where it will move
forward, Mr. Viboondhat Sudhantanakit; Director General of the National Statistical Office

sees that the National Statistical Office has to keep up with the country’s changes.
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Development of Data Compilation: from Data as a Basis for a Nation's
Development to Data for the Improvement of the Quality of Life

The National Statistical Office during its early period undertook censuses and surveys
to compile statistics for serving the national economic and social development plans with
a priority in development of the people’s quality of life. A database can reflect the actual
situation and is needed for effective planning for increases in agricultural productivity, the
use of technology to support production and irrigation systems and road construction for
agro-industries.

From those early days to the present, the National Statistical Office has prioritized its
data compilation to respond to these challenges. With almost no specific surveys conducted
during the early days, there are now about 60 ongoing survey projects. These survey projects
reflect the country’s need to understand social issues, such as surveys on drug use, village
practices in the Buddhist doctrine and psychological health, for example. These projects

reflect the changing needs and complexities of a continually changing society.
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“In the future, there are plans to expand data collection by increasing the number
of samples adequate to present data at lower areas down to community level. These data
could compile indicators to reflect the quality of life, in addition, people in the community
level can also be advocated to learn about and make use of these indicators to plan for

their community’s development and overcome various challenges in their area.”

Statistics in the Cyber World Needs to Keep Pace with Challenges

For over 52 years, the National Statistical Office has adapted data collection on basic
information concerning socio-economic aspects, to conducting information to support decision
making to serve emerging issues, such as a change in the socio-economic and business structure.
As we move into the Digital Era, the National Statistical Office needs to use high technology
devices for data collection and data processing, including capacity building of its staff to
obtain more timely information on the changing of population structure and socio-economic

aspects.
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“To keep up ever changing
challenges, there needs to be

continued development of

technology and capacity building
of human resources. In the past, the National Statistical Office was the first office to use a
Mainframe computer. To date, the National Statistical Office should take into account the
Cloud Computing System and be ready for its use in data exchange and linking of public

information”.

There will need to be capacity building of the National Statistical Office staff in data
management of new technology to shorten the time in data collection. Presently, for some
projects “Tablets” are used in place traditional paper questionnaires, with software developed
for the Tablet, work could be done in parallel in the field, such as coding and consistency
checking and checking of enumerators whether they are working in the right sample areas.
Using the Tablets has benefits in reduced time in the field and in data processing, including

quality control.
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Data Value Added

During 52 years of operation, the National Statistical Office has been given authorization
under 3 Statistical Acts; 1952, 1965 and 2007. During the early period, the National Statistical
Office could not fully implement its role according to the authorization stated in the Act.
The major role in the past were only in conducting censuses and sample surveys, however
during the past 5 years, the National Statistical Office has been tasked to focus on policy of
data integration of public sector; under the authorization of the first Statistical Master Plan
(2011-2015). Under this policy, the National Statistical Office would check duplication of data
between surveys and administrative data. The National Statistical Office, then conducts analysis
to effectively serve information to the Prime Minister and the cabinet, Provincial Governors
and Chief Executive of the District’s needs, under the current limited budget and resources.
To achieve its mission in implementing the sectoral statistics, the National Statistical Office
set up 21 Committees chaired by the Permanent Secretary of 20 Ministries. There are a total
of 21 statistical sectors; consisting of 11 sectors of economic statistics, 9 sectors of social

statistics and 1 sector of environmental statistics. For area levels, the National Statistical
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Office has driven this policy through 76 provincial statistical committees and 18 clusters of
statistical committees. The output of this policy, under the first Statistical Master Plan are
the national official statistics, these total 3,800 items of sectoral statistics and 3,700 items
for area level statistics. For the 2nd Statistical Master Plan, the National Statistical Office has
incorporated the country administration plan as well as international indicators such as the
Sustainable Development Goals and national indicators to measure potential for the country’s

competitiveness.

Attractive Presentation Creates Power of Data

Data presentation is one very vital procedure, when data is correct and ready, visual
presentation can be made using provincial maps comparing each province’s potential in
agriculture, industry or service in comparison with other provinces. In powerful presentations
as these national policy makers can make quick and direct decisions to solve immediate
challenges. However, in order to do this, the National Statistical Office will have to pull

together joint efforts from all 20 Line Ministries.

185 %@



#iolUaLyId1593UUU Geospatial Data fie wUsuAEaY 9 WU WUINWATNTTY HUNgRaTNTTY

= ¢ & A v Y & o | Py Yy [ Y] &
Feazvanlandvesiulanizlad uindrsivanizedraielvdymilila dwesuszmeaeaniu

& A o o Ay v = ¢ 9 A a P v v
NuNges wazdninunuilanuanazaiusananisalazlsls wazldefaniaiazdosll wazluiain
Poyaliviu ieSuaussauzauvasdinnuadAwianalinviuiunsiuaeuudas

idunvgnnuduSalildisadonaunkaiu

o w a

dinauadfuimnasidunumelfisuuion atull o s ¢ U srdsgmelutd Hums
sunuteyafididydududmivmsfauitszng 910 boo nsu usaznsuilgnsmaniueasiies
YuilliusaznulueSuisgnsmanivefuesifiyatoyasyls wirls Fond1 “HeadAnienis”
yneuihlaudrindsadressls WenewsiBoninfsadiivnams deanlizendy deyaitddnydniud
nrlfuaziimananogiaiiles udnout ausmalnewnfiadivsn s tufle Anudise
Sunila uazlvad UN iondeyannaumzifeuwnidushia sndoyeaiiniinismesu mecoo :16ms
wudndusensdeyaifeniuidin Sustainable Development Goals @oo N91318713 INHAVA

voct 916113 Wudmhaagilafidinavadfuiend viGesdliduununanild

For the next immediate steps, the National Statistical Office will conduct surveys in
the Geospatial Data form, which covers specific areas of agriculture and industry. This is one
of many ways to respond to changing needs of the country through obtaining timely and
relevant data.

The Roads to Success are not Paved with Roses

The National Statistical Office implemented its 1™ Statistical Master Plan for 5 years
at the end of 2015. Under this Statistical Master Plan the National Statistical Office gathered
a List of Official Statistics essential for country’s development, from 200 departments. Each
department has their own strategies and selected their own “List of Official Statistics”. All
departments are now aware of the master List of Official Statistics and used this for their
regular planning and strategy development. Currently, official statistics are commonly used
and presented by officials of the Ministry of Interior, this is the National Statistical Office’s
success. When the United Nations require administrative data to compile their Sustainable
Development Goals, the National Statistical Office checked 3,800 items from the List of Official
Statistics and found that there were more than 100 indicators that fall under the Sustainable
Development Goals out of a total of 619 indicators. | am extremely proud of the National
Statistical Office’s work both nationally and internationally.
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No Short Cut to Obtain Quality Statistics

“While working on compiling statistics, it is necessary to take into account statistical
standards, sampling frame and data users’ skill, as well as the need to manage modern
technology and that means bringing part of the office into the field. With this strategy, we can
reduce the time in conducting a census from 3 years to 1 year. From the past, our staff has
been working very hard to cope with the complexity of challenges we faced over time and
the numbers of staff have gradually decreased from more than 1,000 to 800, currently. The
Government should recognize the importance of statistical work and the increasing difficulties

and complexities in producing useful statistics”.

Quoting from Mr. Stefan Schweinfest, Director of United Nations Statistics Division,
“Good quality statistics is not cheap, bad quality statistics is cheap” and there is “No
short cut to obtain good quality statistics”. To compile good quality statistics reliably and
sustainably is to appropriately invest in national statistics compilation. Compared with many
developed countries, Thailand has invested much less in statistical work. However, the National

Statistical Office will continue to compile good quality statistics.
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In the future, online surveys will

take the place of traditional surveys and

administrative data will be more widely used,
however what needs to take into account
if that accuracy of the data and the National Statistical Office, will begin using statistical

procedures and methods to increase accuracy and support the use of administrative data.

Perspective of Statistics in the Future

“The National Statistical Office will not produce data only to respond to needs of
various offices but will produce data to seek the facts of the country’s situation, thus data
must be of high quality and reliable. More importantly, the data should be able to interpret
the ever changing challenges of the economy and social sphere. Statistical work will never
disappear from our world, but will be more complex, the challenge is how to interpret this

into an understandable manner. This is the continuing challenge of statistical work”.
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Background

The “Population Census” was named the “Family Survey” in the past with the objective
of constructing a population account or in other words, to count the number of population or
citizens living in the Thai Kingdom. The population was classified into sex, age nationality and their
dispersion of location, this count was based on their real or actual location of residence. Historically
the number of population had been counted since the Sukhothai era. During the Ayudhaya era and
the beginning of King Rama reigns, the population was counted to estimate the number of soldiers
for the Thai army. The first family survey was undertaken in 1905 and covered only 12 precincts
out of a total of 17 administrative precincts, under the administration of the Ministry of Interior.
However, in 1909 the complete counting of the total 17 precincts was undertaken during the reign
of King Rama V and was completed in 1910. This was the so called first modern population census
taken by the Ministry of Interior, till the present 2010 Population and Housing Census culminating

in the 100" Anniversary of the Thai Population Census.
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The National Statistical Office has been
responsible for collecting data on population
via the Population Census, for the first time
since 1960 and continued to conduct it every
10 years in 1970, 1980, 1990, and in the year
2000. Since 1970 the housing census was
incorporated with the Population Census. The
present census in 2010 was the 11" round of
the population census and the 5" round of the
housing census. The census is conducted under
the authority of the 2007 Statistical Act and the
Ministerial regulation approved by the cabinet
on December 22, 2009.

“With every Population and Housing
Census that was conducted, the National
Statistical Office has obtained kind cooperation
from His Majesty The King in providing a Royal
interview as a respondent as well as in providing

kind suggestions in conducting the census”.

In conducting the Population and
Housing Census, the National Statistical Office has
gradually developed new innovations, including
advanced technology in the administration
processes. The Population and Housing Census
involve large scale data collection covering
details of the population in the entire country
during a limited period of time. Clearly, the
economic, social and cultural situation has
changed dramatically compared to the past and
this resulted in more difficulty in data collection.
The National Statistical Office needed to adapt
and accommodate itself to these changes and
resultant administrative processes . One tactic,

among others, was to ask for cooperation

52/



o

savsasausamiiofunnaiadiuneseiy
Uszina seiudmin uazsedusieadu amuaay
winzan Wielinisdndulasinisy Wulveg
fuszAnsnm visainguszasdmuiidslineld
sulszanuilddusudiia Tnegasunaznsio
fddryvasosdngiu q Whsamvhdmeluuszans
wagLavy ioysannsenusiuiie faninensuay
psAmuindegludsny Tnsdinmmihuiindennas
AMUSINTONITVINTAUNUIBIUTIYNITUAL
BIANTNIALBNYUA

52 U sanowaaauion

National Statistical Office

ANF1NZIUUTZUINTASIUINVRIFIUNUFDALAIYA
Picture of the National Statistical Office Staff, during the 1* Population Census

from all levels of partnerships; at the national,
provincial and local levels, so as to achieve the
objectives within the limited time and budget.
Therefore, the National Statistical Office signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the public
and private sectors to support the needs for

financial and knowledge integration.
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The time period for conducting the
2010 Population and Housing Census was
from 2008-2011. During the planning stage the
National Statistical Office was supported by
public and private sectors including international
organizations, such as the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) in providing the
promotional slogan “Because Everyone
Counts” for public relations of the census, the
World Bank in providing technical and financial
assistance for the pilot project on international
migration in Tak and Phitsanulok provinces in
2008 and in Laksi District; Bangkok in 2009.
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Benefits of Conducting a Population
and Housing Census

Information on population is extremely
useful as a baseline data for all sectors; namely
public, private and international organizations. For
Thailand, the National and Social Development
Plan has focused on “People” as the centre of
the country’s development, thus the number
and characteristics of the population; sex, age,
education, occupation and population density,
are crucial inputs for setting up plans and
policies as well as for monitoring and evaluation
of those plans and policies. More importantly,
data from the population census would provide
the “age-sex structure”, which is the basis for

population projections.
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Population data from the Population
Census presents the number of population
according to their actual premises in the country.
With this information the government makes
use of the data in distributing infrastructure
and other basic facilities, such as education and
health care services appropriate to the number

of population in each area.
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Considering the age-sex structure
from the population pyramid, it was found to
have changed dramatically during the various
censuses. Dividing age groups into 3 groups;
children (0-14 years) laborers (15-59 years) and
the elderly (60 years and over), it is clearly
seen that the base of the pyramid representing
children has become much narrower while the
top of the pyramid has become much wider.
The age-sex structure clearly demonstrates
that Thailand is now in Ageing Society, similar
to trends in many others countries around the

world.
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Number of Population by the Population Censuses 1910 - 2010

ASsi U n.f. 31U
No. Year Number
® o&&en ©,0n6, s
1910 8,131,247
(5] SYct)5) &,woe),m&&
2 1919 9,207,355
en bl ®®,&o0D, o
1929 11,506,207
& beco 0&,@0e&,60&
4 1937 14,464,105
& bexo 0, D@
5 1947 17,442,689
5 o&om bbb, bd0n,ceD
1960 26,257,916
o od&em ne,enxey,mele
7 1970 34,397,371
] odlom ce,xbe,Eco
1980 44,824,540
(AN & C&,EE,&mo
1990 54,548,530
®0 od&&m DO,R6eD,EE6
10 2000 60,916,441
) o&&en E,Kze), DER
11 2010 65,981,659
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Figure Population Pyramids in the Whole Kingdom, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010
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Coverage of the Population Provided
by the Population Census

Coverage is the scope of population
defined to be enumerated in the Population

Census.

In 1909, a person who resides in a

household was defined as:

“Persons who usually reside overnight
in a household but was away elsewhere must
be counted, excluding persons who were
apparently at places, such as government
offices, rice mills, machinery plants and shops.
A Census would count only persons who resided
overnight in those places, such as heads of
those places, including their families, servants,
security, laborers and workers. Persons, such
as clerks, workers and laborers who returned
back home after work would be counted at

»5/

their households if they resided overnight.

The 1947 Population Census also
defined, the following;

“Persons enumerated included persons
who usually reside in a particular house or
were somewhere else temporarily, except for
the persons who were in this house, but away
for study or abroad or ordained and residing at
the temple, students at a dormitory, soldiers,
police, prisoners or persons who were sentenced
to incarceration at a different province (whether
the case is finalized or not). Persons, i.e. tourists
and traders who had no residence in the

kingdom but temporarily reside in the place
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where the questionnaire was filled out, must
be counted at that place. However, persons
who normally reside in another house, but
temporarily resided in this particular house,
must not be included in this house. A house
refers to a single house, part of house or houses
under an independent control by a person, are

all regarded as a house.

The 1960 Population Census, defined

coverage, as follows;

“Persons enumerated in the 1960
Population Census included all persons residing
in Thailand at the time of the census, except
for the following; nomadic hill-tribe, foreign
diplomatic persons and their families, foreign
military personnel and their families and foreign

visitors”

The 1970 Population Census® made
additional changes in definitions for clearer and

more complete coverage as follows;

&/ WAUIN3 mﬁf\mmwvmauiwgﬁ wazdwzlusyrnslulsewalve Ty as.seSuns nsd
 VRIAVINEWIALINA. 3.5.5u.feee lulasildn F3n1s7l o nseMssuATUIa Fae MdseSuienisdsiadulunia

(0 FMAY 3.A.0bR ). | NOINUIPUIRNR. 1UN.0006.8.0.00./b LNAITNBINAN NTENTHUMAINY (509 VoA
wuuinidenudmiuiudeyaaifuaziinisdaiiudoyaada (o NuAUS bawo).

5/ “Development of the Population Registration and Population Census in Thailand”, by Dr. Rossarin Gray
: National Archives of Thailand. 1.5.61./254 Microfilm, King Rama VI, Metropolitan Ministry; title “Instruction
explaining family survey” (1" August; Rattanakosin era 128). : National Archives of Thailand. 1%.0201.2.1.20/24,
document of the central division, title “Send questionnaires for statistical data collection and method of

data collection” (6" February 1948).
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“Coverage of the population includes
all persons residing in the country as of the
census date, namely April 1, 1970, i.e. a) All
Thai nationals b) Civilian citizens of foreign
countries having usual residence in Thailand, or
who had resided in Thailand for at least three
months” c) Persons having their usual residence
in Thailand, but as of the census date, were
at sea or temporarily abroad. d) Government
officials, both military and civilian, including
Thai diplomatic personnel and their families

located abroad”.

Population not enumerated included
the following: Nomadic groups, i.e. hill-tribe
and fishing groups, having no fixed place of
residence. Foreign military and diplomatic
personnel and their families located in Thailand.
Citizens of foreign countries temporarily visiting

or travelling in Thailand for less than 3 months.

Development and Innovation in
Undertaking the 2010 Population
and Housing Census

In undertaking the 2010 Population and
Housing Census, the National Statistical Office
applied new developments and innovation not

done before in the previous rounds as follows;
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The Planning and Preparation Stage
® Create joint participation

- SignaMOU with 8 core government
agencies; namely the Ministry of Interior, the
Ministry of Labour, the Ministry of Public Health,
the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security, the Ministry
of Agriculture and Cooperatives, the Office of
the National Economics and Social Development
Board and the Thai Post Co., Ltd.,
the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and

including

other relevant government agencies. This
MOU ensures the knowledge and resource
integration from these agencies support in the
implementation of the 2010 Population and

Housing Census.
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- Request cooperation from
academic institutions and other agencies
concerned in providing ideas and comments
for designing the project, i.e. questionnaire
drafting, data collection method and access to
international migrants and maintaining quality

control.

- Advocate high rank persons/
parliament member committee to better
understand the importance of conducting this

census

- Advocate population networks
and the private sectors to recognize and better
understand what the population census is and

the usefulness of its data.

® Prepare a data base collected from

various administrative sources in advance

The data base consists of details
concerning the number of houses, population,
disabled and international migrants in order
to estimate the proper amount of resources,
i.e. budget, number of questionnaires and
supporting materials and number of enumerators
and related staff at the provincial level. This data
base can also be used as a controlling number
when conducting the census in each province.
This would help coordinating challenges in the
field more effectively it demonstrates joint
responsibility in the census project between
the Statistical Provincial Office and the subject

matter bureau.
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® Public Relations

In the past Population Census there
were a rather high non-response rate. In this
recard the National Statistical Office adjusted its
strategy to acquire access to all target groups
by advocating them to see the importance of
providing good cooperation in providing data
for the census. Such public relations presented

the importance that every person must be
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counted in the census by promoting the slogan
“Because Everyone Counts” and “Have you
been counted?, underlying the right that all

are eligible to be counted”

This 2010 Population and Housing Census
completes 100 years of census enumeration in
Thailand. The 2010 Census was considered as
an historical census with a modern style as its
main method, format and advanced equipment.
Specially, enumerators, were titled: “Khun
Madee”® (come with good thing), wearing a
pink jacket and cap with the NSO logo. More
importantly, Khun Madee carried an identity
card to identify him/herself to ensure the
respondents that they were enumerators of the
National Statistical Office coming to
visit households for conducting the
Population and Housing Census.
One might hear then: “Sawasdee
krub | am Madee, coming to
see you to conduct the

Population Census krub”
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Field visit by the media during the “2010 Population and Housing Census (pilot project)”,
Nakhon Rachasima Province, 3" - 4" September 2010

- Other activities in public relations
scheme other than major media, i.e. television,
radio and printing, the National Statistical Office
organized a “meet the press” events, academic
meetings/seminars, poster contests, PR mobile
units, exhibitions, field work for the media and

souvenirs, i.e. stamps and blessing cards.
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5" January 2010
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Data Collection Aspects

Enumerators

® The Population Census used the
interview method as well as a self enumeration
questionnaire that was returned via post office.
In situations where an interview was not possible,
i.e. respondents residing in condominiums, the
questionnaire would be dropped off and picked
up at a later date. Enumerators employed for
each population census were selected at the

time of each census.

The 1960 Population Census

The 1960 Population Census was the
6" census of Thailand and the first census
responsible by the National Statistical Office.
However, most of the field work was undertaken
by Provincial Administrations under authority of
the Ministry of Interior as the Central Statistical
Office at the time did not have enough regional
staff.

The 1970 and 1980 Population Census
These 1970 and 1980 Population Census
was the 7" and 8" Population Census and the
1% and 2™ Housing Census whereby the National
Statistical Office employed school teachers as

enumerators.

The 1990 Population Census

The 9" Population Census and 3"
Housing Census changed enumerators from
school teachers to hiring temporary employees
with a bachelor’s degree as field supervisors (a
coordinator and field leaders of enumerators)
and temporary employees with upper primary

secondary levels of schooling as enumerators.
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The 2000 Population Census

This 2000 Population Census was the
10" Population Census and the 4" Housing
Census, field supervisors were officials of the
National Primary Education Commission Office
and temporary employees with a bachelor’s
degree. Enumerators were officials of the
National Primary Education Commission Office
and temporary employees with certificates of
higher education.

The 2010 Population Census

This 2010 Population Census was the
11" round of the Population Census and the
5" Housing Census. An important change in
this census was the partnership with Sukhothai
Thammatirat Open University in creating
teaching media in DVD form, where the National
Statistical Office then used the DVD media for
training sessions of all officers concerned. This
new way of training improved the standard and

quality of enumerators.
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This census created a network of public
agencies for increased integration of the work,
officials of public agencies were supported to
work together with local officers. This included
health officers, Tambon Administration officers
and temporary census employees with a
bachelor’s degree, enumerators in local areas
employed local people, such as village health
volunteers and community officers in challenging
areas, such as condominiums, mansions, flats,
apartments and dormitories, officers from these
residences and temporary employees, with a
certificate of higher education were hired as

enumerators.

® Multimode methods of providing
information was in addition to Face to Face

Interviews, these included;

® Drop off and Pick up/Post; for self
enumeration and returning questionnaire back
via the post or making an appointment with
the officer to pick up the questionnaire making
it more convenient for respondents residing in

high rise buildings.

® Telephone Interviews Center: TIC,
for persons who prefer a telephone interview

via call centre 1111

® e-Questionnaire at www.nso.go.th/,
for providing convenience to academic or
working aged persons who are busy and spend

most of their time at the office.
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® Evaluating results of the census by

conducting Post Enumeration Survey : PES

Data Processing and Data Analysis

The National Statistical Office developed
and used advanced technology for data

processing, as follows;

The 1970 Population Census

The first computer used by the National
Statistical Office for data processing was the
IBM 1401 and 360, for data entry and key
card punching. This early technology for data
processing was time consuming and costly since
it needed large numbers for personnel for data

entry.

The 1980 and 1990 Population Census

For these two censuses, the data entry
system had developed (starting in 1982), to
include magnetic tape and disk, which was
the latest technology at the time. These new
devices could record more data automatically,
manage large numbers of questionnaires and

reduce time in data processing.

The 2000 Population Census

Data Entry once again received new
technology. This was called the “ICR” (Intelligent
Character Recognition), which automatically
entered all the data from all questionnaires
resulting in much less time during data

processing.
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The 2010 Population Census

There was further development of
technology used in this round in addition to the

ICR (Intelligent Character Recognition).

- Development of the ICR (Intelligent
Character Recognition) for both Hardware and
Software, by using a Scanner machine, was
installed in all Provincial Statistical Offices to
read data directly from the questionnaires.
This supported faster dissemination of census
results and reduced the budget for transporting
questionnaires from local offices to the central

office.

- Set up of a War Room at the central
office, to monitor field work in all provinces as
well as to supervise or solve challenges reported
from the field.

- Set up of an on-line tracking system

to control quality and progress.

- Set up of a Computer Assisted
Coding System for improved searching codes of

occupation and industrial standard classifications.
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Reporting and Data Dissemination
® Reporting

- Preliminary Report, data processed
from listing forms and results presented at the

provincial and national levels.

- Advanced Report processed from
1% sampled households, from enumeration

forms, presented at regional and national levels.

- Final report, processed from
total enumeration forms of all households at

provincial, regional and national levels.

- Analysis Report of key issues
for planning such as disguised populations,

migration, ageing population, etc.
® Data Dissemination

- In publication form, brochure and
CD-ROM

- Via Web Page : http://popcensus.

nso.go.th

- Via NSO-GIS (National Statistical

Office — Geographic Information System)
- Via Data Warehouse

- Via database system Devinfo
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Conducting the 2010 Population and
Housing Census is considered as a celebration
of the 100" Anniversary. The National Statistical
Office was extremely proud in obtaining good
cooperation from all sectors, especially in
providing data to the National Statistical Office.
From these data the National Statistical Office
managed to construct a quality database of the
population structure as stated in the quote at
the time: “Your benefit, the country’s future,
100 years of the Thai Population Census. Be a
part of history by being enumerated.”
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Awards Ceremony for the Poster Contest on the 2010 Population and Housing Census,
8" January, 2010
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The 1% prize winner
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Novice Thussakorn Polwinyu, 16 years old, Miss Praima Yamnumsup, 16 years old,
Phra Phuttasuksa School, Chiang Mai Province Maree Wittaya Kabinburi School,

Prachin Buri Province
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Mr. Paradorn Suwansan, 11 years old,
Metta Wittaya School, Petchabun Province
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Miss Suthida Silawongs, 10 years old, Miss Siriyakorn Wan In, 8 years old,
Baan Erawan School, Loei Province Wat Bua Keow School, Bangkok
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Miss Wikawee Rattamanee, 8 years old,
Darunothai School, Trang Province
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- Opening Ceremony
“100™ Anniversary of the Thai Population Census for His Majesty The King”,
2" July 2010
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Major General H.R.H Prince Naradhip Bongsprabandh
(Former Deputy Prime Minister and Chairperson
of the National Statistical Committee)
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List of the Heads of the National Statistical Office : Past - Present
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_ o .Y beds N.A. be&xm - k.Y, b&oD -
Prince Pitthayalongkorn

Serene Highness Adhipornpong Kasemsri
Director General of the Department of Statistical Director General of the Central Statistical Office

Forecasting May 1950 - Apr 1963
1 Apr 1915
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Secretary General National Statistical Office

weUnudin MATYAs waln yylseu Uaagey BN VIA VIR ..
W.A. b&ob - N.8. b&em N.8. b&emn - N.A. b&od N.A. b&ec - 5.A. b&o
Mr. Bundhit Kantabutra Lt. Gen. Boonruen Buacharoon Captain Kajit Buajitti
May 1963 - Sep 1970 Sep 1970 - May 1971 May 1971 - Dec 1976

WLBNATATT ADAIAN wduns aguiel wieileu YsiAn

5.0. b&ox - N.Y8. bl n.0. bl - N.8. bdlo 7.0, oo - N.8. b&ml
Mrs. Ektritra Kohkongka Mr. Ambhorn Arunrangsi Mr. Niyom Purakam
Dec 1976 - Sep 1979 Oct 1979 - Sep 1984 Oct 1984 - Nov 1989
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N.8. b&mb - N.8. b&mel 8.0, b&me) - N.8. b&co #.A. b&co - N.8. b&ee
Mrs. Phensri Suwansingha Mrs. Duangchai Poomchusri Miss Eiamchan Premyothin
Nov 1989 - Sep 1994 Oct 1994 - Sep 1997 Oct 1997 - Sep 2001
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P.A. bEdd - N.8. b N.Y. béex - N.Y. bé&&lo

Mr. Sue Lo-Utai Mrs. Thananoot Treetipbut
Oct 2001 - Nov 2006 Nov 2006 - Sep 2009
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Director General of National Statistical Office
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Mrs. Jirawan Boonperm Mr. Viboondhat Sudhantanakit
Oct 2009 - Oct 2010 Nov 2010 - Sep 2015
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A Construction of Phra Phairee Phinat on the Occasion of the 52" Anniversary
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The Making of the 52" Anniversary
Commemorative Medal

On the occasion of the 52™ anniversary of the National
Statistical Office (NSO), on 23 May 2015, the NSO constructed
a Phra Phairee Phinat Buddha image as a commemoration for
all present and former NSO personnel, including the National
statistical Office’s network and NSO’s supporters for their

worship.
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Background of Phra Phairee Phinat

Image characteristics: In the prathanporn,
or blessing pose, (which is similar to the
marnwichai pose, except with the right palm
facing up). Phra Phairee Phinat Buddha image is
stone gilded with gold leaf with a width of 33
cm across the lap and a height of 53 cm to the

tip of the flame on the head.

The origin of this Srivichai era Buddha
image is not known. It was presented to King
Mongkut, Rama IV, while he was abbot of Wat
Bowonniwet Vihara. King Mongkot had been
opposed by several other princes, who were
jealous of him, in particular Prince Rakronaret.
This prince was later punished, hence the
Buddha was named Phra Phairee Phinat, in Thai,
meaning destruction to all enemies. According
to Prince Damrong Rajanubhab (1862-1943), The
Phra Buddha Phairee Phinat at Wat Bowonniwet
Vihara is a stone Buddha image of the Mahayana
sect, in the prathanporn pose, which is similar
to the marnwichai pose, except with the right
palm facing up, | have read of a “deliverance
from enemies” ceremony performed in 1853.
That, coupled with the name of the Buddha
image, clearly indicates deliverance from Prince
Rakronaret. This was considered a good omen.
The image was formerly installed elsewhere but
a Chinese-style-shrine was built to house it at
Wat Bowonniwet Vihara towards the end of the

Fourth Reign.

o I 5o a a
1 : Bulwdinustinedns (http://www.watbowon.com/home. html
Note: from “Buddha Images Thailand’s Precious Heritage”
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The Selection of Phra Phairee Phinat
as Commemorative Medal

At present, the situation of data
collection becomes more and more challenging.
Due to rapid social changes in cities across the
nation, most people spend their times earning
a living with a life style of increasing privacy
resulting in difficult access to them. Moreover,
there are an increasing number of public and
private organizations collecting data in the
same areas as the National Statistical Office and
people are more and more reluctant and much
less confident in providing personal data. In the
administration and management of statistical
systems, the National Statistical Office also
encounters problems in creating a common
understanding with all public offices concerned
on data sharing, which is the first step of data
innovation. As the Office needs to cope with
this very challenging working environment, the
selection of the types of the Buddha Image to
bless our work had to be considered deeply.
Therefore, out of a total of 66 types of Buddha
images from the Office of Archeology; Fine
Arts Department, of the National Office of
Buddhism’s website was considered. Here only
the 48" type; prathanporn, or blessing pose was
selected as the front page of the medal. There

are 2 types of this Buddha Image, as follows;

Type 1 Meditation-styled Buddha,
with the left palm facing up
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Type 2 Standing style; with prathanporn,

or blessing pose.

The National Statistical Office’s committee
selected the prathanporn pose for the front
page of the commemorative medal as blessing

or asking permission, which is popular type.

Due to the limited time in constructing
the commemorative medal; about 133 days
prior to the birthday celebration of the National
Statistical Office, so as to achieve this plan,
the National Statistical Office decided to use
an existing block of the Phra Phairee Phinat,
to reduce time in the construction process.
The National Statistical Office kept the similar
Buddha characteristics of the first period of
the 1952 Phra Phairee Phinat construction and
incorporated the word “52™ year: NSO” or “52™

anniversary: NSO”

Forms of Phra Phairee Phinat
Constructed

Forms of constructing the Phra Gring
Phairee Phinat and the medal of Phra Phairee
Phinat, the National Statistical Office selected
the 1952 form, which was the original form of Wat
Bowonniwet Vihara for commemorative event

of the National Statistical Office foundation.

From an audience with the Chao Khun
Wannarat, acting abbot of Wat Bowonniwet
Vihara, the National Statistical Office requested
permission to increase the composition of gold
medal of the Phra Phairee Phinat and reduced
number of glossy gold, permission was granted

as follows;
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Phra Gring Phairee Phinat
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Phra Phairee Phinat Medal
Gold and Glossy Gold; 3.1 cm

Golden Medal

1.1 Phra Gring Phairee Phinat;
3.3 cm total 68 bodies

1.2 Phra Phairee Phinat Medal;
3.1 cm total 78 bodies

1.3 Phra Phairee Phinat Medal;
1.8 cm total 105 bodies

Glossy Gold Medal

2.1 Phra Gring Phairee Phinat;
3.3 cm total 2,052 bodies

2.2 Phra Phairee Phinat Medal,;
3.1 cm total 4,052 bodies

2.3 Phra Phairee Phinat Medal;
1.8 cm total 4,052 bodies
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The National Statistical Office announced
to all current and former NSO’s officials and
supporters to join in this fund raising on 23"
January 2015 to 20" February 2015, and those
who invested could reserve a number of these
Buddha images. In addition, the Committee joined
with  Mr.
of P.S. FORTY-NINE Co., Ltd. presented the

Phisarn Wanitchaiaporn; President

commemorative medal at a community event
to luncheon to an orphans group under the

Department of Social Development and Welfare.

Buddhist Merit-Making Ceremony

The Buddhist Merit-Making Ceremony
of the Phra Gring Phairee Phinat and Phra
Phairee Phinat Medals was attended by the
Ecclesiastical Honorific rank, at Wat Bowonniwet
Vihara, on 9" May 2015.

1. 6 Ecclesiastical Honorific rank monks

were attended for joint praying

2. 4 Buddhist Monks were praying for

the “Maha Nak”

3. 10 Buddhist Monks were praying

the “Buddha Mont”

4. Chao Prakhun Somdej Phra

Wannarat chaired the lighting
the grand candle
5. Phra Thep Sarawethi
Wat Bowonniwet Vihara
chair the lighting off the grand candle
6. Mr. Viboondhat Sudhantanakit;
Director General of the National
Statistical Office was the laymen

chairperson.
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Ecclesiastical Honorific Buddhist rank as
follows, joined in the Buddhist Merit-Making
- Phra Dhamma Kawee,
Wat Rajadhivas
- Phra Thep Sarawethi,
Wat Bowonniwet Vihara
- Phra Thep Pariyathimongkol Opas Opaso;
the Abbot of Wat Jong kham,
Lumpang Province
- Dr. Phra Khru Pisal Chaiyakit
(Luang Pu Ruesri Ta Fai);
the Abbot of Wat Thep Hi Run,
Chai Nat Province
- Phra Khru Winaithorn Suriyun Kosapunyo;
the Abbot of Wat Pa Wangnumyen,
Maha Sarakham Province
- Phra Samu Chaiya Opaso;
the Abbot of Wat Rai Bangta Wa,

Pattani Province
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn granted an audience to Mr. Viboondhat
Sudhantanakit; Director General of the National Statistical Office, together with senior
executives, to present the golden Phra Phairee Phinat on the occasion of the 52" Anniversary

of the National Statistical Office’s Foundation, at Dusidalai Hall, Chitralada Royal Villa; 30"
September 2015
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Photos of the Buddhist Merit-Making Ceremony
of Phra Phairee Phinat
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Mr. Angsumal
Sunalai

Former Deputy Secretary General
of the National Statistical Office
Former Director General of the
Meteorological Department

Former Deputy Permanent

Secret of the Ministy of Information
and Communication Technology
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| started working at the National Statistical Office
in 1973, which was the first period of the computer era. At
that time the National Statistical Office used the mainframe
IBM 1401 with a wire link and 16 KB of memory. Later the
National Statistical Office used an improved system, whereby

many agencies had a shared link with this system. One of
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“Statistical System is
regarded very
Important”
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these agencies was Chulalongkorn University
that used the system for entrance examinations
until they acquired their own system for
processing  entrance examination  results.
However, government agencies; such as the
Department of Lands, the Revenue Department
and the Ministry of Finance still continued to
use the NSO computer. During this first era of
the computer, the National Statistical Office was
the pioneer in Thailand with the Data Processing
Centre of Thailand located at the National
Statistical Office. Due to rapid IT advancement
computer systems were widespread in many
offices under the approval by the national
computer committee attached to the National

Statistical Office.

From the very beginning we had very
qualified computer staff at the NSO, however,
when the NSO was no longer the national
centre of data processing, these computer staff
adapted their work as IT supporters. They were
not able to advance their career academically
or technically and provided support for the
internal work at the NSO only. With this situation
the NSO began to face a brain drain situation
where many of these staff moved to work with
commercial banks. When computers expanded
to many offices around the country the NSO
began focusing only on internal systems by
developing new computer systems specifically
to suit NSO’s projects. In my view, statistics

is very important and can be used in various
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aspects, however in Thailand statistics was not
widely accepted and used. At the time only the
public and very big private firms understood
and had the know how to use statistics in their
organization. | believe we lacked qualified
statisticians able to convert statistics to
information and knowledge building. Presently,
due to the rapid advancement of technology,
there are many data centers in existence, i.e.
the National Operation Centre (NOC), the Prime
Minister Operation Centre (PMOC), the Minister
Operation Centre (MOC), the Department
(DOQ), with

expansion of the network. However, many of

Operation Centre continued
these centers did not operate effectively as it
lacked understanding in the objective of setting
up such centers, the internal work of personnel
at the NSO also did not support these centers.
To solve this problem, the NSO set up the
National Information Center (NIC), to support

the work of other centers in the country.

When the 2007 Statistical Act is in
function, the NSO has started to set up our own
Statistical Standards, namely “StatXchange”
adapted from European development. This
system aims at linking and sharing data from
various agencies, however this system could

support only some agencies.
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As we know we are soon approaching
into the ASEAN Community statistics will begin
to play an important role for regional and
global comparisons, thus | would like the NSO
to have a strong basis in producing relevant and
timely statistics for all users and stakeholders
as well as to analyze and apply statistics for
these purposes. The NSO should also apply
new technology with international standards
for data linkages and sharing to support the

wider use of statistics.

From my point of view, in the future
the NSO should focus on ways to better
coordinate with Line Ministries and to be the
host in producing official statistics according
to each sector. The National Statistical Office
should play the role as a centre for gathering
all relevant data or as a data bank and to create
mechanisms to link and share these data to all
Line Ministries allowing them to make use of
the data for their evidence-based plans and
policies. When data begin to be widely used,
the National Statistical Office would receive
feedback for continued development of our

statistical system.

"Knuadayav:=i (i
[deidSsunuds:zingcigg

"I statistical data is lacking,
the country will be at a
disadvantage compared

with other countries”
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| started public service with the Central Statistics
Office, attached to the Office of the Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB) in 1964. Later the Central
Statistics Office separated from the NESDB and the National
Statistical Office (NSO) was established. At that time | had

Mr. Voravoot
Lueboonthavatchai

Expert in Socio-economic Statistics,
level 9

been working in “Data Collection Division” which was called
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the “Field Work and Mapping Division”. In the
past there were not many staff and when the
NSO undertook a census, all staff in the office
needed to join hands in the form of working
groups, it was necessary at the time to also hire
temporary employees under contract. In my
early experience | myself joined in conducting
the Industrial Census, hiring vocational students
as enumerators and population censuses and
using school teachers as enumerators, under

cooperation from the Ministry of Education.

During the early times, there were
no provincial statistical offices, so when we
conducted large scale surveys or censuses,
staff from Bangkok had to do the field work
in the provinces, while the travel mode was
very difficult with some areas not reachable by
any means of transportation, we had to walk
to many villages to do our work, sometimes
it was necessary to stay overnight with
villagers, which was absolutely uncomfortable.
| remembered former Secretary General, Miss
Eiamchan Premyothin, used to stay overnight
in the village at Mae Chan District, Chiang Rai
Province, while conducting a survey on Hill
Tribe’s Living Conditions. Sometimes, while
travelling to work we encountered accidents,
in my experience | was involved in three car
accidents luckily | survived them all and never
lost the will to work because we had such
good cooperation from the respondents. They

were happy to meet with us since government
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officials hardly came to see and talk to them
about the problems they had and provided
them with any useful suggestions. Unlike the
present circumstances where there are a lot of
high rise buildings, such as condominiums where
it is very difficult to get access to respondents.
The NSO presently lack cooperation from
respondents residing in condominiums, due to
the nature of its privacy. The NSO now also
faces more challenges when conducting work
on Industrial and Business Censuses, businesses
do not see the importance of statistical data
and moreover are afraid of confidentiality and

business competition.

Working in the past was very tough,
we recorded information on paper, then
conducted accuracy and consistency checks
and coding the data by ourselves before
keying in using IBM cards, then sent them for
processing with the mainframe. At present
with advanced technology, produce statistics
is much faster than before. However, the NSO
needed to invest a lot and to do much more
public relations to obtain better cooperation
from all respondents, as well as to advocate
people to see the importance and usefulness

of statistical data.

From my experience, | have seen
that many people do not understand
the importance of statistical data, so
they are less likely to provide data to us.

Some businessmen want to use our data

“Good statistical work comes from the heart”
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but avoided to provide data to us even
though we put a lot of effort to access into
establishments to conduct the interview,
very often we failed.To solve this problem,
| think the NSO needs to strongly focus on
public relations and should use permanent
field staff, instead of contract staff for
continuation and higher accountability. |
would like to urge the Ministry of Information
and Communication Technology to support
the NSO staff to further study in statistics, in
addition, the NSO should ask cooperation
from related agencies in integrating statistics
in their educational curriculum, so students
can know and familiarize themselves with

statistics since youns.

| would love to see the unity among
all NSO’s staff, to work together in an
integrated way, to share and solve problem
together, to keep in mind that “statistical
work comes from the heart”, then our
NSO would be strong and sustainable into

the future.

“From the Difficulties and challenges
that we face, | now see value of statistical

work”
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The National Statistical Office (NSO) undertook
a survey on areas and agricultural production in 1964
in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior to set up
provincial statistical offices at all governor houses. Staff
were sent to some provinces and, | was one on them, to

recruit enumerators for this survey.
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The 1964 survey on areas of agricultural
production in the Northeast region was aimed
at major products, such as paddy, kenaf or
roselle and corn, this project lasted several
years. The field work started by acquiring a list
of sampled districts, sub-districts and villages
fromm the Technical Division, after which NSO
staff and myself travelled to the district
requesting cooperation to send documents
to the heads of sub districts and heads of
villages to promote the project, field workers
helped us set up the meeting to explain the
objective of the project and conduct the
listing with a listing form. Consistency of the
listing needed to be checked before selecting
sampled households according to the amount
of plantation, then field workers went back
to the sampled households to enumerate
details on plantation area, use of fertilizer, etc.
Measurement of each area also needed to be
done, a sketch draft map with details and back
to the office to transform the drafted map into
graph paper and finally to calculate the area,
at that time there were no calculators. When
the plantation season arrived we had to travel
back to the mapped area, locate the boundary
area for rice with a 10 x 10 meter tape measure
and for kenaf and corn with a 5 x 5 meter tape
measure and later weigh the products of fresh
and dried kenaf, corn and the 4 kg paddy and

send all these for further procedure.
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“Unity of all NSO's staff
from the past up to present,
aiming to produce statistics

at the same standard as

develped countries”

Another project | was involved
in was the Survey on Population Change
which was conducted in the same year. This
survey collected detailed information of all
household members of sampled households
selected by the statistical technique division,
these included name, surname, sex, age, birth
date, death, when moved in and when moved
out, pregnancy and migration with including
reasons for migration. The survey period lasted

3 years with 4 rounds a year.

In conducting field operations the major
problems included a limited budget, sampled
villages being located far away, travelling to
the villages were very difficult, confronting
Communist Party of Thailand fighters, villagers
being afraid of being arrested; various illegal
activities and sampled households not able
to be interviewed (Bias). Consequently, many
respondents avoided providing data to our
enumerators and enumerators needed to apply
special techniques, i.e. using psychological
persuasion, statistical techniques, name cards,
official documents from head of district,
governor or from the Secretary General of the
NSO to help us work more effectively as well
as being allowed to stay in the villages. In large
provinces there was more work than smaller
provinces and the budget and number of staff

had to be allocated appropriately.

The Provincial Statistical Office is
the major source of data production and
began realizing its potential in its gradual
development; recruiting local staff, establishing

a training centre for piloting field work,
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requesting cooperation from both public and
private organizations, cathering data at the
village level, compiling current statistics and
publishing provincial statistical reports as well
as becoming the main data centre for the

province.

Currently, with advanced high technology
devices the National Statistical Office can
produce statistics with excellent support
from IT devices from planning up to the

dissemination stage.

From my experience in conducting
surveys and censuses, | learned that there were
still some underdeveloped areas; in housing,
education, daily life, transportation and basic
health conditions. Therefore | placed a lot of
effort in data collection to reflect this. | always
strictly following field work manuals, then sent
results of the field work to the subject matters
division for further processes, analysis and

dissemination.

| am very proud that the National
Statistical Office has

statistics with the hard work, determination

produced numerous

and unity of all NSO’s staff from the past up
to present, aiming to produce statistics at the

same standard as developed countries.
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Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Sorachai
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Former Statistician of the
National Statistical Office
Former Vice President of
Research Section and Senior
Advisor to the President of
Dhurakij Pundit University
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| first started my public service in the Field Operation
Division of the National Statistical Office (NSO) as soon as
| graduated in statistics from the university. While working,
| learned a lot from my experience in field work and its
administration in undertaking censuses and surveys, not just
academic statistics. Later | moved to the Statistical Techniques
Division where | learned a lot about sample surveys in terms of
its theory and practices. After that | brought these experiences
to teach and to do research with my students at the Statistics

Faculty; Chulalongkorn University, when | moved there to take
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up a professorial position and later at Dhurakij
Pundit University as a Vice President of

research.

While at the NSO | was supported to
further my study in statistics at lowa State
University. From my experiences at the NSO, |
would like to comments on the followings so as
users of data could better utilize statistics and

the information it provides more effectively.

should be

reviewed in terms of numbers and characteristics

1. Population statistics
as these data are the crucial basic structure for

the country’s development.

2. The technique for remunerating
survey officers should be changed from the
number of sampled units surveyed, which
may result in bias’s of number and detailed
information collected, to the amount of time
needed during data collection for each unit

surveyed.

3. Dissemination of censuses and
surveys results should use an internationally
standardized method. Such as presenting
number of population by age group, clearly
reporting the unit of data to allow for
comparisons to be made. Reporting of area
of cultivation or area harvested, reporting on

numbers of persons using a service.
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4. The Office

should emphasize conversion of census/

National  Statistical

survey/secondary data and administrative
data into information that can be effectively
and widely use for evidence-based plans and
policies. Moreover, the National Statistical
Office should build capacity officers who are
responsible for producing official statistics so
they can compile information using existing

data.

5. Promote and support the statistics
profession to be accepted in society so
statistics will be widely used, resulting in an

advancement in career paths.

In the future, | would love to see the
National Statistical Office as an independent
office for data collection and data analysis. Be
efficiently used in decision making, planning
and development in both public and private

agencies without any interference from politics.

“Dissemination of censuses and surveys results should be
compiled with the users’ needs in mind”
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Establishment of the National Statistical Office
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1 April 1915

King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) established the
“Department of Statistical Forecasting” under
the Ministry of the Royal Treasury and appointed

“Prince Pitthayalongkorn as a Director General.

1 September 1915

Department of Statistical Forecasting was
renamed the “Department of Commercial
and Statistical Forecasting” and expanded to

cover commercial work.

20 August 1920

Department of Commercial and Statistical
Forecasting was upgraded to the “Ministry
of Commerce” and the “Department of
Commercial and Statistical Forecasting” was
renamed as the “General Statistics Department”

attached to the “Ministry of Commerce”.

28 July 1921

King Rama VI transferred the “General
Statistics Department” to the Ministry of the
Royal Treasury and changed its name to the
“Department of Statistical Forecasting” and

appointed Mr. Thrustrame as a Director General.
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23 May 1933

The Department of Statistical Forecasting
was transferred to be attached with the
“Commercial Department” and was downgraded
to the “Statistical Forecasting Division”, his
Serene Highness Adhipornpong Kasemsri was

the Director.

1935

The  Statistical  Forecasting  Division
was renamed as the “Division of Statistical
Forecasting Compilation” and transferred and
attached to the “Secretariat of the Cabinet”,
located in the Royal Palace, his Serene Highness

Adhipornpong Kasemsri was the Director.

19 November 1936
The 1936 Statistical Forecasting Act,
which was the first Act related to statistics came

into use.

May 1942
The Division of Statistical Forecasting
Compilation was transferred to the “Department

of Commercial Intelligence”, Ministry of Commerce
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May 1943

The Division of Statistical Forecasting
Compilation was again transferred back to the
Secretariat of the Cabinet, Office of the Prime

Minister and was separated into 6 sections; namely

1) Searching section 1

2) Searching section 2

3) Operation section

4) Advertisement section

5) Statistical Compilation section
6) Statistical Analysis section

1950
The Division of Statistical Forecasting
Compilation was placed under the National

Economic Council.

26 December 1950
The “Central Statistical Office”

established at the National Economic Council;

was

His Serene Highness Adhipornpong Kasemsri was
the first Director General. The Central Statistical
Office was separated into 3 divisions; namely
1) Statistical Administration Division
2) Statistical Supporting and Coordinating
Division

3) Census and Current Statistics Division

1951
The Central Statistical Office began using
machines for data processing of Agricultural

Census data.

31 January 1952
The 1952 Statistical Act was amended
from the first Act.
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6 Peptember 1959

The National Economic Council was
abolished and the Office of National Economic
Development Board (NEDB) was established,
resulting in the Central Statistical Office to
be moved to the NEDB and changed their
administration according to Office of the Prime
Minister, as follows;

1) Statistical Service Division

2) Statistical Machinery Division

3) Statistical Supporting and Coordinating

Division
4) Census and Survey Division

5) Current Statistics Division

1960

The Central Statistical Office for the
first time was responsible for conducting the
Population Census. (This was the 6" Population

Census in Thailand)

1962

Announcement of the Office of the Prime
Minister on 23" October 1962 separated the
Central Statistical Office’s administration; as

follows;

—_

Division of Information

N

Statistical Machinery Division

W

Census Division

=

Survey Division

O U

Current Statistics Division

-~

Statistical Promotion Division

oo

)
)
)
)
) Division of Field Work and Mapping
)
)
) Statistical Research Division

)

9) Statistical Education Division
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23 May 1963

The Central Statistical Office was
separated from the Office of National Economic
Development Board (at present, it is the Office
of National Economic and Social Development
Board), with equivalent status as a “department”
attached to the Office of the Prime Minister, with
a new name; the “National Statistical Office”
located at Larn Luang Rd., headed by the first
Secretary General; Mr. Bundhit Kantabutra. The
organization of the office was as follows;

1) Office of the Secretary

2) Statistical Education Division

3)  Survey Division

4) Census Division

5) Current Statistics Division

6) Division of Information

7) Statistical Machinery Division

8) Division of Field Work and Mapping
9) Statistical Research Division

10) Statistical Promotion Division

)
) Public Relations Unit
12) Regional Statistics Unit
) Computer Unit
) Geographical Unit

1963

The National Statistical Office changed its
data processing system from Unit Record to a
full computer system; IBM 1401, which was the
first computer of the National Statistical Office

and the second one in Thailand.
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1964

The National Statistical Office was
re-structured again, as follows;

1) Office of the Secretary

2) Statistical Education Division

3) Division of Field Work and Mapping

4) Statistical Machinery Division

5) Current Statistics Division

6) Division of Information

7) Statistical Promotion Division

8) Census Division

9)  Survey Division

30 August 1965
The 1965 Statistical Act was enacted,
which was the second amendment of the

Statistical Act.

1966

Establishment of 12 Zones of the Statistical
Offices, 69 Provincial Statistical Offices. The
organization was as follows;

1) Office of the Secretary

2) Statistical Techniques Division
3) Population Survey Division

4) Economic Survey Division

5) Field Operation Division

- Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Zone
- Nakhon Ratchasima Zone

- Nakhon Sawan Zone

- Chiang Mai Zone

- Phitsanulok Zone

- Udon Thani Zone

- Chon Buri Zone

- Ratchaburi Zone
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Khon Kaen Zone

Surat Thani Zone

Songkhla Zone
Ubon Ratchathani Zone

6) Data Processing Division
7)  Statistical Reporting Division

8) Statistical Education Division

5 January 1967

Establishment of the “Data Processing
Centre of Thailand” providing computer
services for all government agencies. (at present
under the “Information and Communication

Technology Centre”)

1980
The National Statistical Office was
re-organized once again, as follows;

1) Office of the Secretary

2) Population Survey Division

3) Economic Survey Division

4) Statistical Techniques Division
5) Field Operation Division

6) Data Processing Division

7)  Statistical Reporting Division

28 August 1992

The National Statistical Office  was
separated into 9 divisions, as follows;
1) Office of the Secretary
2) Policy and Statistical Coordination
Division

3) Statistical Techniques Division
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4) Data Bank and Statistical Information

Division
5) Data Processing Division
6) Economic Statistics Division
7)  Field Operation Division
8) Technical Data Processing Division
9) Social Statistics Division

9 December 1993

The National Statistical Office was revised
to be the central administration office (head
office), and provincial offices became regional
offices, as follows;

Central Administration

1) Office of the Secretary

2) Statistical Policy and Coordination

Division
3) Statistical Techniques Division
4) Statistical Data Bank and Information

Dissemination Division

U

Data Processing Operations Division

&)

Economic Statistics Division

oo ~

)

)

) Field Operation Division

) Data Processing Techniques Division
)

9
Regional Administration

75 Provincial Statistical Offices

Social Statistics Division

9 October 2002

Due to government reform, the National
Statistical Office was transferred and attached to
the Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology and separated into central and

regional administration, as follows;
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Central Administration

1) Office of the Secretary

N

Policy and Statistical Techniques Bureau

A W

)
)
) Economics and Social Statistics Bureau
) Statistical Forecasting Bureau

)

5) Information and Communication
Technology Centre

6) Public Opinion Division

7)  Field Administration Division
Regional Administration

75 Provincial Statistical Offices

30 August 2007

The 2007 Statistical Act was issued; 3
amendment of the Act regarding statistics. Under
this Act, head of NSO was called “Director

General”, instead of “Secretary General”.

2008

The National Statistical Office re-organized
its structure according to Ministerial regulation
as follows;

Central Administration

1) Policy and Statistical Techniques Bureau

2) Statistical Forecasting Bureau

3) Central Administration Bureau

4)  Public Opinion Statistics Bureau

5)  Economic and Social Statistics Bureau
6) Field Administration Bureau

7)  Information and Communication

Technology Centre
8) Government Strategy Information

Centre
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9) Public Administration Development
Group

10) Internal Audit Group

Regional Administration

75 Provincial Statistical Offices

4 January 2010

Then National Statistical Office moved
its location from Larn Luang Rd. to
Ratthaprasasanabhakti Building, the Government
Complex on His Majesty the King’s 80th Birthday
Anniversary, Chaeng Watthana Rd., Laksi District,

Bangkok 10210.

14 January 2010

A contest was held on the new logo
of the NSO, the winning logo was a graph on
vertical and horizontal axis’s with Phra Buddha
symbol and the word of National Statistical
Office.

23 May 2011

The National Statistical Office organized
an event to open up its Signboard in the new
offices on the anniversary of its establishment
at the Government Complex on His Majesty the

King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary
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Major Census/Survey Projects

No.

Projects

Beginning

year

Major data items

Censuses
Conducted every 10 years

Agricultural Census

1950

« Number of holders and area of holdings

« Major characteristics of agricultural holders

« Land tenure classified by land use,
characteristics of land tenure and title deed

* Use of fertilizer/pesticide

+ Demographic of population and employment
« Education of agricultural holders

+ Income and debt of households

« Employed persons in agricultural work

Population and

Housing Census

1960

« Number of population and number of
households

« Population growth rate

« Population density

« Age Sex population structure

+ Dependency ratio

« Average age at first marriage

« Average year of schooling

« Employment

» Fertility (Average number of children ever

born, average number of live birth)

« Population migration

+ Households’ characteristics (average size
of household, single household, sex of
household head)

« Housing characteristics
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No. Projects Beginning Major data items
year
3 Census of Business 1966 « General information of business
Trade and Services establishments
(had stopped, the last « Persons engage and employees of
one was conducted establishments
in 2002) » Remuneration
« Receipts and expenditure of establishment
« Fixed assets of establishments
4 Census of Marine Fishery 1967 « Number of households/establishment of
(had stopped, the last marine fishery/coastal aquaculture
one was conducted « Number of households of employees in
in 1995) marine fishery/coastal aquaculture
« Type of marine fishery/coastal aquaculture
« Number of employees of marine fishery and
coastal aquaculture
« Number of fishing boats, size and type
« Equipment of marine fishery
5 Census of Business 2012 » General information of business and
and Industrial industrial establishments
(combined, the Business « Data on persons engaged and employees
Trade and Services Census « Remuneration
with the Industrial Census) « Receipts and expenditure of establishment
« Problems and obstacles of establishment
« Assistance needs from the Government
agencies
Conducted every 5 years
6 Industrial Census 1964 » General information of manufacturing

(previously conducted
every 10 years,
since 2012 it was

conducted every 5 years)

establishments by division of industry and
size of establishment

« Number of persons engaged and employees
of establishment

« Remuneration

« Receipts and expenditure of establishment

« Fixed assets of establishment

» Problems and obstacles of establishment

« Assistance needed from the Government

agencies
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No. Projects Beginning Major data items
year
Surveys
Conducted annually
7 Household 1957 * Household income
Socio-economic Survey » Household expenditure
(previously it was « Household with debt and household’s debt
household income and of both formal and informal sectors
expenditure survey, « Income Distribution and Poverty
survey on monthly basis, « Condition of Dwelling
in the year ending with » Household’s Structure
odd number, only » Ownership of Household’s Assets
expenditure was surveyed,
with the year ending with
even number, the survey
will cover of both income
and expenditure)
8 Labor Force Survey 1963 « Labor force characteristics
(it was monthly » Labor participation
basis survey) » Employed persons
» Unemployment
» Characteristics of unemployed labor
 Hour worked
9 Construction Area Survey 1966 » Number of permits
(collect data monthly) « Number of construction permitted
« Building areas permitted
10 | Migration Survey 1974 « Population characteristics
« Type and direction of migration
+ Reasons of migration
 Remittance of migrants
11 Household Energy 1984  Household expenditure on energy

Consumption Survey

« Ownership of household’s machinery,

electricity appliance and vehicle, which need

to use energy
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No. Projects Beginning Major data items
year
12 | Skill Development Survey 1995 » Needs for population’s skill development
« Characteristics of persons who need skill
development
« Courses needed for skill development
« Type of work which unemployed persons need
and assistance needed from the Government
agencies
« Reasons for persons who do not need skill
development
13 | Survey on Basic 1997 « Type of household
Information of Households « Number of household members
(to be the List Frame for » Number of members with 15 years and over
sample selection of other « Data on socio-economic of household
household survey projects)
14 | Quarterly Sales Survey 2001 « Number of establishments on retail sales and
services
« Changes of value of sales/receipts
+ Change of inventory of retail sales
+ Opinion and suggestion of establishment
15 | Household Survey on 2003 « The use of computer/the Internet
the Use of ICT « Number of persons with mobile phone
« Ownership of ICT devices in household
16 | Establishment Survey 2004 » General characteristics of establishment

on the Use of ICT

» The Use of ICT

» Cost of goods and service of ICT

« Personnel with ICT graduation

« Personnel working on ICT

» Needs of establishments from the Government

agencies so as to support and assist them
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No. Projects Beginning Major data items
year
17 | Survey on Informal Sector 2005 « Number of employed persons in formal and
informal sectors
« Occupation/industry of informal sector
» Wage and salary
* Injury or accident from work
* The use of health welfare
« Problems of informal labor
18 | e-Commerce Survey 2007 « General characteristics of e-Commerce
(had stopped, the last one « Performance of business operation
was conducted in 2014)
19 | Survey on the Thai 2009 « Inbound and outbound travels
Tourists’ Behavior « Expenditure on travels
« Opinion concerning travels
Conducted every 2 years
20 | Survey on Business Trade 1968 « Number of business trade and services
and Services establishments
* Persons engaged and employees of
establishment
« Remuneration of establishment
* Receipts and expenditure of establishments
« Value of fixed assets of establishments
21 | Health and Welfare 1974 « Having health welfare
Survey « Out patient
* In patient
* Health promotion
« Dentist service
22 | Hotels and Guest Houses 1979 « Number of hotels and guest houses

Survey

« Number of rooms and number of visitors
* Persons engaged and employees

» Remuneration

« Joint investment or foreign share holder

» Receipts and expenditure of operation

281 5/2&@/



No. Projects Beginning

year

Major data items

23 | Survey on Civil Servants’ 1989

Living Conditions

* Income and expenditure of civil servants’
households

« Debt of civil servants’ households

24 | Private Pay Survey 1996

« Remuneration of permanent staff

« Health welfare/health insurance/accident

« Other welfare arranged for the staff by the
establishment

+ Opinion and suggestion of establishment

25 | Survey on Reading 2003

Behavior of Population

« Reading books out of school time period

« Average of time spent on reading books out
of school time period

« Sources of books children read out of school
time period

« Cost spent on books for children last year

« Causes of children for not reading books out

of school time period

26 | Survey on Labor Demand 2008

of Establishments

» Labor demand of establishment

« Labor shortage of establishment

» Labor characteristics of establishments

» Assistance needed from the Government

« Adjustment towards labor shortage

27 | Survey on Data of Basic 2010
Potential of Logistics

in Trade Sector

« Proportion of personnel working on logistics
per total personnel

« Education levels of personnel in logistics

« Proportion of trained personnel in logistics
per personnel worked in logistics

« Budget/expenditure in training in logistics

average per person passed the training

Conducted every 3 years

28 Children and Youth 1974

Survey

« Birth registration and children’s learning
« Children’s development

 Education of children
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No. Projects Beginning Major data items
year
29 | Reproductive Health 1975 + Behavior and attitudes towards family planning
Survey  Marriage and Reproductive Health
« Maternal and children’s health
+ AIDS and cancer of reproductive organ
« Sexual relations in teenagers
30 | Survey on Cultural 1985 « Religious activities
Participation and Time « Acceptance in social behavior
Use Survey « Time use in activities
31 | Survey on Social and 1985 « Religious performance
Cultural Conditions « Cost on religion
(previously it was survey « Acceptance in social behavior
on participation in religion « Having moral-ethic
and culture) « Physical/mental health
« Recognition and acknowledgement in value
of the elderly
« Value of Thai teenagers
« Relations with household’s members
32 | Older Persons Survey 1994 » Number of older persons
+ Major sources of income in earning life
+ Health status of older persons
» Activity participation of older persons
» Living characteristics of older persons
33 | Survey on Smoking and 2004 « Rate of smoking

Drinking Behavior

of Population

« Average age at first smoking

« Types of cigarette

« Average monthly expenditure on cigarette
+ Knowledge in danger of cigarette

« Behavior of drinking spirit or alcohol
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No. Projects Beginning Major data items
year
34 | The Multiple Indicators 2005 « Children’s nutrition
Cluster Survey (MICS) + Children’s health
« Children’s development
* Reproductive health
+ Education of children and women
« Protection of children
« Orphans
« AIDS infection
35 | Mental Health Survey 2008 « Mental health of the Thais by population’s
characteristics
« Mental health of the Thais by labor structure
» Mental health of employed persons
+ Mental health of unemployed persons
Conducted every 4 years
36 | Survey on Sport Playing 2001 « Playing sports or physical exercise
and Physical Exercise « Time spent on playing sports or physical exercise
of Population « Types of sports or physical exercise
37 | Survey on Health Care 2001 « Physical check
Behavior of Population » Selection of food consumption
 Smoking
« Drinking alcohol
* Physical exercise
«The use of safety belt
« Wearing helmet
38 | Survey on Food 2005 « Complete eating 3 meals
Consumption Behavior » Frequency of each type of food consumption
of Population
Conducted every 5 years
39 | Survey on Mass Media 1968 « Number of days and times spent

(Radio-Television)

on listening radio
« Number of days and times spent
on watching television

« Types of radio and television programs
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No.

Projects

Beginning

year

Major data items

40

Survey on Population’s
Behavior in Playing Sports
and Watching Sports

1987

« Playing sports or physical exercise
« Behavior of playing sports or physical exercise

« Behavior of watching sports

41

Non Profit Organization

Survey

1988

« Number and types of non profit organization

» Number of persons engaged in non profit
organization

» Remuneration

* Receipts and expenditure of non profit
organization

+ The use of ICT in non profit organization’s
operation

+ Assets and debt of non profit organization

42

Survey on Fixed Route

Bus Operation

1989

« Major statistical data by size of business
« Fixed assets
« Problem and assistance needed from the

Government

43

Survey on Private Hospital
and Health Care Center

1992

« Number of hospital

« Number of in and out patients

« Number of personnel in hospital

* Receipts, expenditure and value added

44

Construction Industry

Survey

1999

« Number of construction establishments
» Number of persons engaged and employees
« Remuneration

« Value of intermediate cost and value added

45

Time Use Survey

2001

« Time use for main activity and second activity
« Activity which creates income
« Activity did, did for what, where and with whom

46

Survey on Disabled

Persons

2002

» Number of disabled persons

« Types of disability

» Level of education attainment of disabled
persons

» Work and occupation of disabled persons

» Assistance or welfare needed from the

Government
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No.

Projects

Beginning

year

Major data items

a7

Commodity Flow Survey

2007

« Number of establishments with commodity
shipment

« Number of delivery trips

« Value of commodity shipped

« Weight of commaodity shipped

« Modes/vehicles for transportation of goods

+ Destination of commodity shipment

48

Conducted every 10 years
Survey on Population
Change

(conducted 5 years after
the conduction of
Population and Housing
Census)

1964

« Number of population and households

* Sex ratio

« Median age

« Population age sex structure

« Dependency ratio

» Fertility (average number of children ever
born, average number of live birth)

« Birth control rate

* Literacy rate

« Employment of population

* Birth rate

« Death rate

« Natural growth rate

« Average age at birth

« Total Fertility Rate

« Ratio of Completeness of Birth-Death Registration

+ Household Characteristics (average size of
houshold, female household head)

49

Intercensal Survey

of Agriculture
(conducted 5 years after
the conduction of the

Agricultural Census)

1983

« Number of agricultural holders and area
of holdings

« Major characteristics of agricultural holders

« Land tenure classified by land use,
characteristics of land tenure and title deed

« Use of Fertilizer and Pesticide

« Demographic characteristics and employment

« Education levels of agricultural holders

+ Income and debt of household

« Employed persons in agricultural work
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The Statistics Act ,

B.E. 2550 (2007)

Bhumibol Adulyadej , Rex.
Given on the 30th day of August , B.E. 2550;

Being the 62th Year of the Present Reign.

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been graciously pleased to proclaim that:
Whereas it is expedient to revise the law on statistics:

Be it therefore , enacted by the King , by and with the advice and consent of the National

Legislative Assembly , as follows:
Section 1  This act shall be called the “Statistics Act, B.E 2007”

Section 2 This act shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication

in the Government Gazette.
Section 3 The Statistics Act BE 2508 shall be repealed.
Section 4 In this Act:

“Statistics” mean statements or figures of collected data “Survey” means collection of

existing data to obtain statistics

“Census” means survey by means of enumeration from all units relevant to such

information.

“Sample Survey” means survey by means of enumeration from some selected sample

units relevant to such information
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“Agency” means government agencies, state enterprises, public organizations, local

administration organizations and other state agencies.
“Director” means the Director of the National Statistics Office.
“Competent officer” means a person appointed by the Director to carry out this Act.

Section 5 The National Statistics Office shall be the central state agency in charge of

the technical statistics work.
Section 6 The National Statistics Office shall have the following authority and duties:
(1) Preparing the Master Plan for the implementation of the government statistical work.
(2) Preparing statistics standards to present to the cabinet for approval.

(3) Promoting and developing statistical work both for the government and private

sector.

(4) Conducting census and surveys or directing the surveys on various statistics of the

country.

(5) Coordinating and consulting with agencies to prepare plans that define the

responsibilities in implementing the statistical work under the Master Plan as mentioned in (1).

(6) Providing recommendations, advice or assistance to agencies regarding the preparation
of work plans and methodology for data collection as well as processing and analyzing statistical

outcomes.

(7) Coordinating with agencies to create statistical network in order to obtain important

and timely statistical database of the country.
(8) Providing statistical service to the general public.
(9) Disseminating statistics and organizing education and training on statistics.

(10) Cooperating and coordinating with other countries and international organizations

regarding statistical work.
(11) Performing other acts as prescribed by the law and as assigned by the cabinet.

Section 7 For the preparation of the Master Plan under Section 6 (1), the National
Statistics Office shall coordinate with relevant agencies and prepare the plan in such a way that it
is consistent with the national policy and development plan. Once it is approved by the cabinet,

relevant agencies shall follow the Master Plan.
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Section 8 Agencies shall prepare their statistics in accordance with the plan defining

the responsibilities under section 6 (5), and shall ensure that they meet statistical standards.

In the event that any agency fails to perform according to paragraph one, the National

Statistics Office shall report to the cabinet for instructions as it is deemed appropriate.

Section 9 When a census or sample survey is going to be conducted and specified that
individual’s duty to provide data. It should be announced in the related Ministerial Regulations

.Such announcement shall have at least the following information:
(1) Objective
(2) Duration of survey
(3) Area where survey will be conducted
(4) Individuals who will provide information and the methods of providing information
(5) responsible agency

Section 10 When Ministerial Regulations is set under section 9, the Director announces

details on the procedures in conducting a census or sample survey regarding the following;
(1) data collecting methods

(2) questions for the respondents or details of the questionnaire as well as instructions

for filling out the questionnaire.

(3) The period during which the competent officer shall conduct interviews or send

questionnaires.

(4) The period during which the respondents shall return the completed questionnaire

to the competent officer.
(5) Other information that the public should know.

The notification under paragraph one shall be made in the Government Gazette and on

electronic network systems or other media.

Section 11 When the notification under Section 10 is issued, the individual required to
provide information under Section 9(4) shall have the duty to provide information or fill out the

questionnaire as described in Section 10(2) correctly and truthfully.
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Section 12 When the notification under Section 10 is made, the competent officer be
authorized to enter the building or workplace of the person required to provide information or fill
out questionnaire between sunrise and sunset or at any other time as notified by the said person in
order to make inquiries about the information or fill out the questionnaire, or to check the accuracy
of the information. To this end, the said person shall accommodate the competent official as

appropriate.

In performing the duty under paragraph one, the competent officer shall present an ID

card to relevant parties.
The ID card shall be in the format prescribed in the Ministerial Regulations

Section 13 In the event that the person who will provide information or fill out the
questionnaire is unavailable, in accordance with the procedure, method, period of time defined in

the Ministerial Regulations should be applied to obtain data.

Section 14 The agency shall coordinate with the National Statistics Office for the benefits
in creating statistical network and developing important and timely statistical database of the

country.

In the event that the National Statistics Office requires information from the survey or
information from records, reports or any other documents that are in the possession of any agency,
for conducting important and necessary statistics for country development, such agencies shall
send that information to the National Statistics Office within thirty days as of the date notified by
the National Statistics Office.

The information that the agency is required to submit under paragraph one or two shall
not disclose the name of the person providing the information unless such person has given

consent in writing or such information is already disclosed or accessible to the public.

Section 15 Personal information obtained under this act shall be strictly considered
confidential. A person who performs his or her duty hereunder or a person who has the duty of
maintaining such information cannot disclose it to anyone who doesn’t have a duty hereunder

except in the case that:

(1) Such disclosure is for the purpose of any investigation or legal proceedings in a case

relating to an offense hereunder.

(2) Such disclosure is for the use of agencies in the preparation, analysis or research of
statistics provided that such disclosure does not cause damage to the information owner and does

not identify or disclose the data owner.
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Section 16 By virtue of Sections 14 and 15, anyone performing duties in an agency or the
National Statistics Office shall not use the personal information provided by the owner or given in

the questionnaire for any purpose other than the statistical analysis or research.

Section 17 For all the information that can be disclosed, the National Statistics Office
may provide such information as a service to the general public. The cost, as appropriate as for
statistical service, may be charged according to the criteria and rates prescribed by the National
Statistics Office.

Section 18 Any person who fails to provide information or fill out the questionnaire in
accordance with the method prescribed in the notification under Section 10, or fails to return the
completed questionnaires to the competent officer or an agency within the period specified in the
notification under Section 10 (4) , or fails to accommodate the competent officer performing his/

her duty under Section 12 shall be liable for a fine of not exceeding three thousand Baht.

Section 19 Any person with the duty to provide information under Section 11 who
provides false information shall be liable for imprisonment of not exceeding three months or a fine

of not exceeding five thousand Baht, or both.

Section 20 Any person who violates Section 15 or Section 16 shall be liable for

imprisonment of not exceeding one year or a fine of not exceeding twenty thousand Baht, or both.

Section 21 All Ministerial Regulations, notifications or regulations issued by virtue of the
Statistics Act B.E. 2508 and are in force on the date this Act is published in the Government Gazette
shall continue to take effect so long as they are not in conflict with or in contrary to the provisions

of this Act, until the Ministerial Regulations, notifications or regulations hereunder are issued.

Section 22 The ICT Minister shall be in charge of the enforcement of this Act and shall

have the power to issue Ministerial Regulations to carry out this Act.

Such Ministerial Regulations shall come into force when published in the Government

Gazette.

Countersigned
General Surayud Chulanont

Prime Minister
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