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PREFACE

In 1994, for the first time, the National Statistical Office conducted Survey on

Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices of Family Planning in the Southern Region of Thailand.

The results from the survey show that Moslem Thai women have higher fertility rate and use

less contraceptive methods than Buddhist Thai women. In 2003, the National Statistical Office,

therefore, decided to conduct another survey, Survey on Reproductive Health in the Southern

Region of Thailand, in order to study the changes in family planning, marriage and fertility. At

the same time, data on maternal and child health, cancers of reproductive system, AIDS,

sexology and adolescent’s health are also collected.

This report presents the results of the 2003 survey on knowledge, attitudes and

practices in family planning, marriage and fertility, maternal and child health, cancers of

reproductive system, AIDS, sexology and adolescent’s health.  These results could be used as

indicators of reproductive health of the population in the southern region, especially the

Moslem Thai.  Since there have been few surveys conducted on the Moslem group, the results

would be useful in the studies of population group with language and culture different from the

majority population group of the country.

National Statistical Office

March 2004
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1. Background

In 1970, the Thai Government adopted a population policy emphasizing the

decrease of fertility rate, which was, then, rather high at 3.3%. The policy promoted family

planning on a voluntary basis. As a result, due to the success of the work on family

planning, the fertility rate has been declined and, subsequently, the fertility level of the

whole country has been less than the replenishing level. The family planning in the country

has been higher than 70%. Later, in 1994, at the International Conference on Population

and Development (ICPD) in Cairo, Egypt, a working plan on population was developed as

operational guidelines on sustainable population development for all countries. The plan

emphasized on reproductive health, an important issue that all countries have to act upon

in order to promote the population’s health and well being regardless of sexes and ages.

Therefore, the Ministry of Public Health, as the organization-in-charge, in the 8th National

Economic and Social Development Plan, announced a policy on reproductive health – “All

Thai citizen, male and female, of all ages will have a good reproductive health.”  The

policy emphasizes on the quality of life of the population in order to attain the desired

health images as stated in the Plan.

The work on reproductive health in Thailand covers various topics in 10 areas,

namely, Family Planning, Maternal and Child Health, Low Fertility, Miscarriage and

Complication of Pregnancy, Infectious Diseases of Reproductive System, AIDS, Sexology,

Cancer of Reproductive System, Adolescent Health, and Menopause and the elderly. In

some of these areas, there haven’t been any data that clearly reflect the actual situations

and/or problems, especially among the groups to whom the services are not yet available,

the Moslem Thai, the highlanders, the urban slums and the people with fewer

opportunities.

The National Statistical Office carried out the first survey on knowledge,

attitudes and practices of family planning in the southern region in 1994 for comparison

studies between the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai.  The results of the survey clearly

show that the Moslem Thai have a higher fertility rate and lower family planning than the

Buddhist Thai. As a result, the population number of the Moslem Thai is higher. This may

be due to the differences in culture and life styles of the Moslem Thai who are strictly



connected to the religious principles of Islam.  In another word, one can say that the

behaviours of living of the Moslem Thai are influenced by their religion, Islam.

 In 2003, the National Statistical Office, therefore, decided to conduct another

survey, Survey on Reproductive Health in the Southern Region of Thailand, in order to

study the changes in family planning, marriage and fertility and to collect more data on

maternal and child health, cancers of reproductive system, AIDS, sexology and

adolescent health.  These data will, then, be used as indicators of population’s

reproductive health in the southern region, especially the Moslem Thai’s.

2. Objectives

1) To study the indicators of reproductive health of the southern Thai

population, such as knowledge, attitudes and practices of family planning, maternal and

child health, examination of cervical and breast cancers, knowledge on AIDS, and

sexology;

2)  To compare the situations of reproductive health between the Buddhist

Thai and the Moslem Thai; and

3)  To study the trends of changes in reproductive health, after the revision

of the population policy, especially on the access to the reproductive health services.

3. Expected Outcomes

 The data collected from the survey will be useful to both public and private

organizations, which are involved, as follows:

1) The public sector can use the data on reproductive health of the fertility

age population - knowledge, attitudes and practices of family planning, maternal and child

health, knowledge on AIDS, and sexology - as basis data in efficiently developing policy

on quality development of population group with differences in language and culture from

the majority population;

2) To promote integrated research and development of work on population

by adopting reproductive health development policy that promotes all aspects of

population health with emphasis on access to services; and

3) To have data essential for estimation of work performance on population

policy and further academic analyses on reproductive health.



4. Scope and Coverage

This survey cover all population residing in private households in 14 southern

provinces, excluding special households, institutional households and households of

foreigners working in embassies or international organizations having diplomatic

privileges.

These private households were the same set of samples, used in the Labor

Force Survey , July – September 2003, consisting of 984 block/village samples.

The individuals sample enumerated were private household members, aged

15 – 49 years.

5. Methodology and Implementation

The methodology used in the 2003 Reproductive Health Survey in the Southern

Region of Thailand is Sample Survey Method with Stratified Two-Stage Sampling using

province as Stratum.  Hence, there were 14 Strata/provinces.  Each Stratum is divided into

2 Sub-Strata, according to area of administration: municipal and non-municipal areas.  The

primary sample units are blocks (municipal area) and villages (non-municipal area).

Secondary sampling units are private households with total numbers as follows:

Municipal Area  15  Households / Blocks

Non-Municipal Area  12  Households / Villages

Total Number of Sample  13,392  Households

The survey was conducted in July – September 2003 by workers of the

National Statistical Office, who interviewed members of the private household samples.

6. Reporting

Two reports were prepared:

1. Preliminary Report

2. Regional Level Complete Report



CHAPTER 2

RESULTS SUMMARY

The 2003 Survey of the Reproductive Health in the Southern Region of Thailand

was conducted by interviewing both male and female population, aged 15 years and over,

residing in the 14 southern provinces.  Since there are many Moslem Thai living in the region,

the results of the survey are separated into 2 groups according to individuals’ religions, the

Moslem Thai and the Buddhist Thai. The comparison study of the reproductive health

behaviour is conducted between the two population groups who are clearly different in culture,

economics and society.

2.1 Demographic and Socio-Economic Characteristics

The results of the survey show that there are 5,985,826 persons, aged 15 years

and over, residing in the southern region, of which 72.3%, 27.6% and 0.1% are Buddhist Thai,

Moslem Thai and others including Christians respectively, (Chart 1).

Chart 1 Percentage of Southern Population, Age 15 Years and Over, by Religion

The majority of the population, 4,607,229 persons or 77.1%, reside in the  non-

municipal area and only 22.9% residing in the municipal area.  There are more Moslem Thais

living in the non-municipal area than the Buddhist Thai (Chart 2).

Buddhist Thai
4,325,395

Moslem Thai
1,652,048

Christians and Others
8,383



Chart 2 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 Years and Over, by Religion and Area

2.1.1 Age

The average age of the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai are not much different

(39.0 and 36.3 years respectively).  While the proportion of the population aged 15 – 39 years

of the Moslem Thai is higher than the Buddhist Thai’s (63.0% and 56.3% respectively), the

proportion of the population aged 40 years and over of the Moslem Thai is lower than the

Buddhist Thai’s (37.0% and 43.7% respectively).

Table 1 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 Years and Over, by Age, Sex and

Religion

Buddhist Thai Moslem Thai
Age

Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(4,325,395) (2,144,207) (2,181,188) (1,652,048) (829,963) (822,085)

15-19 12.1 12.4 11.7 14.8 14.8 14.9
20-24 11.3 11.4 11.2 13.2 12.9 13.6
25-29 11.1 11.0 11.2 12.4 12.4 12.5
30-34 11.3 11.6 11.1 12.0 11.9 12.0
35-39 10.5 10.8 10.2 10.6 11.0 10.2
40-44 9.6 9.8 9.5 8.9 9.0 8.8
45-49 8.4 8.6 8.2 7.1 6.9 7.2
50-54 6.7 6.5 6.9 6.3 6.7 5.9
55-59 5.5 5.4 5.5 4.2 4.0 4.4
60+ 13.5 12.5 14.5 10.5 10.4 10.5

Average age 39.0 38.5 39.5 36.3 36.4 36.2
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2.1.2 Marital Status

The population samples are divide into 3 groups according to marital status: single

(never married), currently married, and ever married (widowed/divorced/separated).

Table 2 shows that 28.1%, 63.5% and 8.4% of the southern population, aged 15

years and over, are single, married and ever married respectively.  In general, the marital

status of both the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai are similar.

Table 2 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 Years and Over, by Marital Status and

Religion

Buddhist Thai Moslem ThaiMarital Status Total
Male Female Male Female

Marital Status 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

        Single 28.1 30.3 24.9 32.7 26.2
        Currently married 63.5 65.5 61.5 64.4 62.5
        Widowed 6.0 2.4 10.2 1.6 8.9
        Divorced 1.1 0.8 1.2 0.8 1.6
        Separated 1.3 1.0 2.2 0.5 0.8

Note: Married with unknown status are not included.

2.1.3 Education

92.7% of the southern population, aged 15 years and over, attain some level of

education.  The percentages of those who have elementary (highest number), secondary and

Higher levels of education are 50.4%, 30.0% and 12.1% respectively. 7.3% have no education.

 When compare, the Buddhist Thai have higher proportion of population with

education than the Moslem Thai (95.7% and 84.9% respectively). The number of  Moslem Thai

graduate from elementary level education is higher than the Buddhist Thai (51.6% and 49.9%

respectively).  But in the higher levels, i.e. from lower secondary and upper secondary, the

proportion of the Buddhist Thai is higher than the Moslem Thai.  It is note that the proportion of

the Moslem Thai with no education is approximately 3 times higher than the Buddhist Thai

(Table 3).



Table 3 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 Years and Over, by Education and

Religion

Education Total Buddhist Thai Moslem Thai

Education 100.0 100.0 100.0

        No education 7.3 4.3 15.1

        Elementary  level 50.4 49.9 51.6

        Low  secondary level 16.1 16.4 15.4

        Upper  secondary level 13.9 14.9 11.3

        Higher level 12.1 14.3 6.5

        Unknown level 0.2 0.2 0.1

Note: Unknown is not included.

2.1.4 Household Languages

At home, over 80% of the southern population aged 15 years and over speak Thai

and 16.3% speak  Malay-Yawi  Among the Moslem Thai, 58.7% and 41.1% speak Malay and

Thai at home respectively.

Table 4 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 and Over, by Household Languages

Household Languages Total Buddhist Thai Moslem Thai

Household Languages 100.0 100.0 100.0

        Thai 83.2 99.2 41.1

        Malay-Yawi 16.3 0.1 58.7

        Chinese * 0.1 -

        Burmese/Peguans 0.2 0.3 *

        Cambodian * * -

        Others 0.3 0.3 0.2

Note: * Less than 0.1

2.1.5 Employment and Occupations

During the past 12 months, about 4.5 millions or 77.7% of the southern population

aged 15 years and over are employ and 22.3% not employ. 42.8% and 57.2% of the employ

work in agricultural sector and non-agricultural sector respectively. (Works in the non-agricultural

sector include service works, commerce, skills, businesses, and other basic careers.)



When compare, the employment and occupations of the Buddhist Thai and the

Moslem Thai are slightly different (Table 5).  During the past 12 months, 78.6% of the Buddhist

Thai are employed and 21.4% not employed. 41.1% and 58.9% of the employed work in

agricultural sector and non-agricultural sector respectively.  During the same period, 75.7% of

the Moslem Thai are employed and 24.3% not employed. 47.3% and 52.7% of the employed

work in agricultural sector and non-agricultural sector respectively.

Table 5 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 Years and Over, by Employment during

the Past 12 Months, Occupation and Religion

Employment during the Past 12 Months

and Occupation
Total Buddhist Thai Moslem Thai

Employment during the past 12 months 100.0 100.0 100.0

Employed 77.7 78.6 75.7

Not employed 22.3 21.4 24.3

Occupation 100.0 100.0 100.0

Legislators, senior officials and managers 5.8 6.2 4.8

Professionals 3.8 4.2 2.8

Technicians and associate professionals 3.0 3.4 1.9

Clerks 3.2 4.0 1.4

Service works and shops and market sales workers 15.6 15.5 15.7

Skill agricultural and fishery workers 42.8 41.1 47.3

Craft and related trades workers 10.8 10.2 12.3

Plant and machine operators and assemblers 4.7 4.8 4.3

Elementary occupations 10.3 10.6 9.5

Note: Unknown is not included.



2.2 Family Planning

For this survey, the study of knowledge and attitudes towards family planning of the

southern population are done in the population aged 15 – 49 years, both male and female.

The study of contraceptive practices is done only in the married female of the same age group.

2.2.1 Knowledge of Contraceptive Methods

The study of knowledge of contraceptive methods of both male and female

population aged 15 – 49 years is to provide accurate data on knowledge level of contraceptive

methods.  During the survey, without prompting, the interviewees list any already know

contraceptive methods to the interviewer.  Any methods that have not be list are, then, mention

by the interviewer to the interviewees and ask whether they are know to them. By this way, the

knowledge level of contraceptive methods will be known.  (In order to obtain even more

accurate data, this part of the survey is done only with those who answer the questions in

person.)  The contraceptive methods list without prompting are considered to be more

important to the interviewees and have better opportunity to be use more than those answer

with prompting.

The results of the survey show that up to 99.2% of the southern population aged 15

– 49 years have heard or know at least one form of contraceptive method and only 0.8%

haven’t heard or know any.  When compare, the percentage of the Moslem Thai, male and

female, who haven’t heard or know any form of contraceptive method is higher than the

Buddhist Thai (Table 6).

Table 6 Percentage of Southern Population, Age 15 and Over, by Knowledge of

Contraceptive Methods, Sex and Religion

Buddhism Islam

Knowledge of Contraceptive

Methods
Total Buddhist

Men

Buddhist

Women

Moslem

Men

Moslem

Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

 Knowing at least one method 99.2 99.6 99.9 97.5 97.9

 Not knowing at all 0.8 0.4 0.1 2.5 2.1

The contraceptive methods know to the interviewees the most is pills (72.7%),

secondly condoms (57.2%) and thirdly injectables (53.4%). The least know are other

contraceptive methods (13.5%), such as withdrawal, douche and use of medicinal herbs etc.



When compare, without prompting, the Moslem Thai know less contraceptive methods than the

Buddhist Thai.

Table 7 Percentage of Southern Population, Aged 15 Years and over, by Knowledge of

Contraceptive Methods and Religion

% Knowing Without Prompting % Knowing With Prompting

Contraceptive Method Total Buddhist Moslem Total Buddhist Moslem

Thai Thai Thai Thai

Pills 72.7 76.1 64.5 25.5 23.1 31.3
Emergency contraceptives 14.5 16.3 10.0 26.2 38.3 31.3
Injectables 53.4 55.5 48.2 38.9 37.8 41.6
Implant 27.0 29.4 20.9 47.4 48.3 45.3
IUD 37.1 41.8 25.5 47.1 46.4 48.9
Condom 57.2 61.3 47.4 40.5 37.7 47.2
Female sterilization 52.0 56.2 41.7 41.7 39.1 48.1
Male sterilization 48.7 52.7 38.8 43.7 41.1 50.2
Safe period 18.8 21.3 12.8 51.6 52.7 48.8
Others 13.5 14.2 11.7 40.8 42.7 36.2

2.2.2 Attitudes towards Contraception among the Southern Moslem Thai

The results of the survey show that 67.0% of the Moslem Thai agreed on the use of

contraception, especially among the female, which is 68.1%. The male agreed to a lesser

proportion, i.e. 65.1%.

When ask about the attitude towards contraception in the Moslem Thai by using the

question, “Do you,…(name of interviewee)…think fixing a desired number of children or

spacing pregnancy by using any contraceptive methods is against religion?”, half of the

Moslem Thai think that contraception is against the religion but necessary because the

economic situation has been changed and people can not have as many children as before.

While 39.7% think that contraception is against the religion, only 1.7% think that contraception

has nothing to do with religion. Regarding the attitudes towards contraception, 90% of the

Moslem Thai, male and female, think that contraception is against the religion.  But half of the

Moslem Thai also think that although it is against the religion, contraception is necessary.

Especially among the Moslem Thai female, 53.4% think that it is necessary to use

contraceptive methods.



Table 8 Percentage of Southern Moslem Thai Population, Aged 15 - 49 Years and over, by

Attitudes towards Contraception and Sex

Attitudes towards Contraception Total Moslem Men Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Agreed 67.0 65.1 68.1

Disagreed 33.0 34.9 31.9

Attitude about contraception 100.0 100.0 100.0

Against religion 39.7 44.8 36.7

Against religion but necessary 50.4 45.3 53.4

Not against religion 8.2 8.1 8.2

Having nothing to do with religion 1.7 1.8 1.7

Others * - *

Note: 1. * Less than 0.1

2. Unknown is not included

2.2.3 Contraception

The survey on contraception is divided into 2 parts.  The first part is about the

contraception of the ever married women to study the use level of contraception, person

introducing contraception, first contraceptive method used, including the reasons why

contraception has never been used and expectation in future contraception and method of

choice.  The second part was about the contraception of the currently married women to study

the use level of contraception, currently use contraceptive methods, the duration of use and

the source of contraception services.

Practice of Contraception

Among the 1.5 million southern ever married women, 73.4% practice contraception.

When compare, 83.2% of the Buddhist Thai women practice contraception and only 49.5% are

found among the Moslem Thai women.

When ask about person introducing first time contraception, over 70% make the

choice by themselves without any advice, 19.6% advise by physicians, nurses or public health

and family planning workers, and 6.2% advise by husbands. When compare between the

Buddhist Thai women and the Moslem Thai women, both groups have same characteristics as

the total.



The first used contraceptive methods are pills (over 70%), injectables (15.8%), and

female sterilization (6.4%).  Differences in the first used contraceptive methods among the

Buddhist Thai women and the Moslem Thai women are found in the use of permanent methods

(female sterilization and male sterilization) and the natural methods (safe period, withdrawal,

douche and use of medicinal herbs).  While 7.8% of the Buddhist Thai women use permanent

methods and 2.2% natural methods, 2.0% of the Moslem Thai women use permanent methods

and 6.0% natural methods.  Permanent methods are seriously against the religion for Moslems

because the creations of the Allah have been altered and this is forbidden or a sin.  However,

this forbidden practice can be accepted in case that the health and life of the mother is at risk

and with approval of the religious leader and her husband. (Chaweewan Wannaprasert et al.,

1983, pp 48-66)

Table 9 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15 – 49 Years, by Contraception Practices

and Religion

Practiced Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Practice 100.0 100.0 100.0

Practiced 73.4 83.2 49.5
Not practiced 26.6 16.8 50.5

Advise for practiced 100.0 100.0 100.0

By herself 71.3 71.0 72.6
Doctor 10.6 11.4 7.0
Personal of Public health 8.7 8.2 11.0
Personal of Family planning clinic 0.3 0.2 0.6
Husband 6.2 6.5 5.2
Relative or friend 2.1 2.0 2.6
Others 0.8 0.7 1.0

Method of first practice 100.0 100.0 100.0

Pills 67.6 68.7 63.0
Emergency contraceptives 0.3 0.1 1.0
Injectables 15.8 14.3 22.0
Implant 1.6 1.4 2.7
IUD 3.2 3.7 1.4
Condom 1.9 1.8 1.9
Female sterilization 6.4 7.5 1.8
Male sterilization 0.3 0.3 0.2
Safe period 2.0 1.9 2.6
Others 0.9 0.3 3.4

Note: Unknown is not included.



When ask for reasons why they didn’t practice contraception, while the majority of

the Buddhist Thai women (60.9%) say that they want to have children, the majority of the

Moslem Thai women (46.4%) say that it is against their religion or belief.

Besides, to answer the question whether they want to use contraception in the

future, the majority of the ever married women with no contraception practice (46.3%) say that

they don’t want to do it, 42.0% say they never think of one yet and only 11.7% thought that they

will do it.  The number of women thinking of practicing contraception in the future is higher in

the Buddhist Thai than in the Moslem Thai (16.1% and 8.1% respectively). For the future

preferred contraceptive method, it will be female sterilization for the majority of the Buddhist

Thai women (44.1%) and then pills (38.4%).  The majority of the Moslem Thai women will use

pills (47.2%) and then injectables (26.8%) (Table 10).



Table 10 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15 – 49 years, by Reasons for not

Practicing Contraception, Preferred Contraceptive Method and Religion

Reasons for not practicing contraception Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Reasons for not practicing contraception 100.0 100.0 100.0

Being pregnant 2.7 4.4 1.2

Afraid of being harmful to health 13.9 15.6 12.6

Husband does not approve 6.7 5.5 7.7

Want Children 41.9 60.9 26.4

Contradict to religion 25.5 - 46.4

Unmet need 0.3 * 0.5

Too expensive 0.6 0.2 0.9

Others 8.4 13.4 4.3
Future contraceptive practice 100.0 100.0 100.0

Preferred to use 11.7 16.1 8.1

No preferred to use 46.3 43.3 48.8

Unsure 42.0 40.6 43.1
Method of future practice 100.0 100.0 100.0

Pills 41.7 38.4 47.2

Emergency contraceptives 0.2 0.4 -

Injectables 17.8 12.2 26.8

Implant - - -

IUD 1.0 1.6 -

Condom 0.2 0.3 -

Female sterilization 32.9 44.1 14.7

Male sterilization 1.8 2.8 -

Safe period 3.6 0.2 9.1

Others 0.8 - 2.2

Note: * Less than 0.1

Current Use of Contraception

Current use of contraception is defined as the proportion of women  who are using

a contraceptive method at the time of interview.  The level of current use is the most widely use

and valuable measure of the success of planning programs.

Among the 1,387,966 currently married women in southern region, 1,023,301 or

73.7% are practicing contraception, 83.6% among the Buddhist Thai and 49.9% the Moslem

Thai.



The most use contraceptive methods are pills (48.4%), female sterilization (24.3%)

and injectables (15.2%).  The temporary contraceptive method currently use by the majority of

the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai is pills (46.7% and 56.3% respectively). The prefer

contraceptive methods use by the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai are quite different.  The

proportion of the Buddhist Thai using IUD is higher than the Moslem Thai  (4.0% and 1.3%

respectively). On the other hand, the proportion of the Moslem Thai  using injectables is higher

than the Buddhist Thai (25.5% and 12.9% respectively). For permanent contraceptive methods

(female sterilization and male sterilization), the proportion of the Buddhist Thai  having

sterilization is higher than the Moslem Thai (29.0% and 6.5% respectively).

Regarding the duration of currently use contraceptive method, 52.4% has had it for

not less than 5 years and only 9.4% for less than one year.  When compare, there are no

differences between the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai women in the duration of currently

use contraceptive method.

The main source of the currently use contraception and family planning services is

government’s service centers (58.1%) such as public hospitals, health centers, family planning

clinics, and village’s health volunteers. 42.0% receive the service from private facilities such as

private hospitals or clinics, drug stores, business stores.  The highest proportion is the drug

stores, 34%, for the purchase of pills and condoms.  When compare, there are no differences

between the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem Thai women in the source of the currently use

contraception and family planning services.



Table 11 Percentage of Currently Married Women, Aged 15 – 49 Year, by Current Use of

Contraception and Religion

Current use of contraception Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Currently Practiced Family Planning 100.0 100.0 100.0

(1,387,966) (980,298) (407,668)

Practiced 73.7 83.6 49.9

Not practiced 26.3 16.4 50.1
Contraceptive method 100.0 100.0 100.0

     Pills 48.4 46.7 56.3

     Emergency contraceptive 0.1 0.1 0.2

     Injection 15.2 12.9 25.5

     Norplant 2.3 2.3 2.3

     IUD 3.5 4.0 1.3

     Condom 2.3 2.4 2.0

     Female sterilization 24.3 28.4 5.4

     Male sterilization 0.7 0.6 1.1

     Safe period 2.3 2.2 2.8

     Others 0.9 0.4 3.1

Duration practicing each method 100.0 100.0 100.0

     Under 1 9.4 8.5 13.7

     1 - 2   years 20.0 18.8 25.2

     3 - 4  years 18.2 17.4 21.7

     5 and over 52.4 55.3 39.4

Source of contraception 100.0 100.0 100.0

     Hospital government 15.1 16.2 11.1

     Health center 39.8 36.3 52.3

     Family planning clinic 3.0 3.4 1.5

     Mobile clinic * * -

     Health volunteer 0.2 0.3 -

     Private hospital or clinic 4.3 4.1 4.7

     Pharmacy 34.0 36.0 26.6

     Shop 3.4 3.6 2.9

     Others 0.2 0.1 0.9

Note: 1. * Less than 0.1

2. Not known is not included



2.3 Fertility

2.3.1 Number of Children Ever Born

Data on number of children ever born of ever married women are essential in

assessing the accumulative fertility of Thai women. Table 12 shows that southern ever married

women aged 15-49 years have an average 2.15 children ever born. The number is lower

among the Buddhist Thai women than the Moslem Thai women (1.90 and 2.74 respectively).

The average number of children ever born of ever married women increases with

women’s age.  It is noted that in the late reproductive period, aged 45-49 years, the Moslem

Thai women have an accumulative number of children ever born of per ever married women

higher than the Buddhist Thai women (4.42 and 2.58 respectively).  It indicated that in the past,

the Moslem Thai women have a much higher birth rate than the Buddhist Thai women.

Table 12 Average Number of Children Ever Born in Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years,

by Age Group and Religion

Age group Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

15-19 0.49 0.46 0.53

20-24 0.89 0.80 1.04

25-29 1.52 1.35 1.90

30-34 2.00 1.80 2.46

35-39 2.43 2.12 3.23

40-44 2.82 2.46 3.82

45-49 3.04 2.58 4.42

Average number of children ever-born 2.15 1.90 2.74

2.3.2 Age at First Marriage and Marriage Duration

Age at First Marriage

Age at first marriage is an important factor in determining women’s fertility level.

The fertility level is directly determined by age at first marriage and marriage duration.

Table 13 shows that the southern ever married women have an average age of first

marriage of 21.1 years, with 21.6 years and 19.9 years for the Buddhist Thai and the Moslem

Thai respectively.



Table 13 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, by Age at First Marriage

and Religion

Age at first marriage Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under 15 1.5 0.6 3.6

15-19 39.5 34.6 51.8

20-24 39.3 42.1 32.4

25-29 15.5 18.4 8.4

30-34 3.3 3.5 2.7

35 and over 0.9 0.8 1.1
Average age at first marriage 21.1 21.6 19.9

Note: Unknown is not included.

The results in Table 14 show that the age at first marriage varies reversedly with

fertility, i.e. women married at younger age will have a higher number of number of children

ever born.  From the survey, women with age at first marriage of less than 15 years have an

average number of children ever born of 3.59 and the number decreases as the age at first

marriage increases. There are no differences in number of children ever born between the Buddhist

Thai and the Moslem Thai due to the lengthy duration of marriage, leading to increase pregnancy

opportunity. It is note that the Moslem Thai women, in all age groups at first marriage, have a higher

number of children ever born than the Buddhist Thai women, except the age group of 30-34 years,

where the Moslem Thai women have a slightly lower number than the Buddhist Thai women.

Table 14 Average Number of Children Ever Born of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years,

by Age at First Marriage and Religion

Age at first marriage Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Under 15 3.59 2.99 3.84

15-19 2.52 2.19 3.06

20-24 2.03 1.89 2.51

25-29 1.65 1.59 1.96

30-34 1.18 1.19 1.15

35 and over 1.05 0.99 1.13

Note: Unknown is not included.



Marriage Duration

Marriage duration is the period that a woman lives with her husband during each

marriage, from the first until the present one.

Table 15 shows that the number of children ever born varies with the marriage

duration, i.e. the longer the period a woman lives with her husband, the higher the number of

children ever born.  The ever married women with marriage duration of less than 5 years and

5-9 years have the average number of children ever born of 0.66 and 1.64 respectively. When

the marriage duration increases to 25-29 years or 30 years and over, the numbers are 3.43

and 4.12 respectively.

Table 15 Average Number of Children Ever Born of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years,

by Marriage Duration (Years) and Religion

Marriage duration Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Under 5 0.66 0.63 0.75
5-9 1.64 1.50 1.97

10-14 2.17 1.99 2.71
15-19 2.58 2.28 3.44
20-24 2.97 2.61 3.77
25-29 3.43 2.93 4.73

30 and over 4.12 3.24 4.88

Note: Unknown is not included.

2.3.3 Age at First Birth

Table 16 shows that ever married women have an average age at first birth of 22.4

years.  The number is higher among the Buddhist Thai women than the Moslem Thai women

(22.9 years and 21.3 years respectively).



Table 16 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, by Age at First Birth and

Religion

Age at first birth Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under 15 0.4 0.3 0.6

15-19 25.2 20.7 35.9

20-24 48.0 49.0 45.6

25-29 19.3 21.6 13.7

30-34 5.9 7.1 3.3

35 and over 1.2 1.3 0.9

Average age at first birth 22.4 22.9 21.3

Note: Unknown is not included.

When the relation between the age at first birth and the number of children ever

born is study, it is found that the two a re reversedly related, i.e. ever married women with

younger age at first birth will have a number of children ever born higher than the ever married

women with older age at first birth.  Table 17 shows that ever married women having first birth

at age less than 15 years have an average number of children ever born of 3.36.  The number

is reduced to 1.54 for those having first birth at age of 35 years and older.  In all age groups of

first birth, the Moslem Thai women have an average number of children ever born higher than

the Buddhist Thai women due to contraception.  The Buddhist Thai women usually use

contraception, not only before first birth, but also after the second birth.

Table 17 Average Number of Children Ever Born of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years,

by Age at First Birth and Religion

Age at first birth Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Under 15 3.36 2.59 4.30
15-19 2.83 2.59 3.40
20-24 2.42 2.41 2.93
25-29 2.07 2.22 2.48
30-34 1.83 1.81 1.93

35 and over 1.54 1.32 2.30

Note: Unknown is not included.



2.3.4 Desired Number of Children

For this survey, the desired number of children means the number of children fixed

or intended to have by ever married women at their first marriage and is obtained by asking, “If

you could fix the number, how many children would you like to have in your life?”  The number

may be lower or higher than the number of their living children.

The results of the survey show that while the majority of the Buddhist Thai women,

63.8%, want to have 2 children, the Moslem Thai women want to have 2, 3, or 4 children, with

similar proportion (27.6%, 22.1% and 24.0% respectively).

Table 18 Desired Number of Children of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, by Religion

 Number of children desired Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

None 1.3 1.4 1.2
1 person 6.9 8.6 2.7
2 persons 53.4 63.8 27.6
3 persons 18.9 17.6 22.1
4 persons 12.0 7.1 24.0
5 persons 4.0 1.0 11.4
6 persons 2.4 0.4 7.4
7 persons 0.6 0.1 2.1
8 persons 0.5 * 1.5

Note: 1. * Less than 0.1

2. Unknown is not included

Table 19 shows that the southern ever married women, aged 15-49 years, want to

have, in average, 2.6 children.  The Moslem Thai women want to have more children than the

Buddhist Thai women (3.5 and 2.3 respectively). It is found that the desired number of children

is directly related to the age of the ever married women, i.e. the older the women, the higher

the desired number of children (see Table 19).



Table 19 Average Desired Number of Children of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years,

by Age Group and Religion

Age group Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

15-19 2.05 1.86 2.36

20-24 2.25 1.97 2.80

25-29 2.42 2.07 3.22

30-34 2.57 2.18 3.48

35-39 2.69 2.31 3.68

40-44 2.78 2.44 3.73

45-49 2.91 2.50 4.15

Average No. of children desired 2.6 2.3 3.5



2.4 Maternal and Child Health

The study of maternal and child health includes prenatal care, place of prenatal

care, prenatal checkups, place of delivery, birth attendant, delivery method, weight at birth,

postnatal care, child care provider and infant feeding.  Only ever married, women who

currently have one 0-2 year old youngest child are interviewed.

2.4.1 Prenatal Care, Place of Prenatal Care and Prenatal Checkups

Table 20 shows that 97.4% of the southern women receive prenatal care. The

majority of both ever married Buddhist and Moslem Thai women have access to prenatal care

before the delivery (99.2% and 94.8% respectively).

Most of the women, 89.0%, receive prenatal care from the government’s facilities,

such as community hospital, public health service center, provincial hospital, other

government own hospitals, and community health center.  Only 11.3% go to private facilities,

such as private hospitals and clinics. The most prefer prenatal care facility for the Buddhist

Thai women is community hospital (35.9%) and public health service center for the Moslem

Thai women (47.3%).

For prenatal checkups, the majority of both Buddhist and Moslem Thai women had

seen the doctor on scheduled appointment (97.7% and 89.7% respectively).  Only 0.6% has

had no checkups at all.



Table 20 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Age 15-49 Years, Having one 0-2 Year Old

Last Child, by Prenatal Care, Place Prenatal Care, Prenatal Checkups and Religion

Prenatal Care, Place of Prenatal Care,

and Prenatal Checkups
Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Prenatal care 100.0 100.0 100.0

Yes 97.4 99.2 94.8

No 2.6 0.8 5.2

Place of prenatal care 100.0 100.0 100.0

Public health 0.4 0.3 0.6

Health centers/Public health

center

32.4 22.5 47.3

Community hospital 34.3 35.9 31.8

Province hospital 14.9 16.3 12.7

Government  hospital 6.7 7.9 5.0

Private  hospital 1.5 2.0 0.7

Clinic 9.8 15.1 1.9

Others * * -

Prenatal checkups 100.0 100.0 100.0

Always 94.5 97.7 89.7

Sometime 4.9 1.7 9.7

No 0.6 0.6 0.6

Note: * Less than 0.1

2.4.2 Place of Delivery and Birth Attendant

Most ever married women use community hospital (47.3%), provincial hospital

(25.0%), and home (9.9%) for their place of delivery.  Other places of delivery use by the rest

are other government’s hospitals, health center, private hospital and clinic, community health

center and others.  While almost 50% of the Buddhist Thai women have their child deliver at

the community hospital, 28.5% at the provincial hospital and 0.4% at home, 23.6% of the

Moslem Thai women have their child deliver at home (Table 21).

56.1% of the ever married women have their delivery assisted by doctors, 32.3%

by nurse and only 11.3% by traditional birth attendants and self assisted.  The percentage of

Buddhist Thai women having had their delivery assisted by doctors and nurses and using

modern delivery methods is very high (98.2%).  On the contrary, 24.9% of the Moslem Thai

women have their delivery assisted by traditional birth attendants and self assisted.



Table 21 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, Having One 0-2 Year Old

Last Child, by Place of Delivery, Birth Attendant and Religion

Place of Delivery

and Birth Attendant
Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Place of Delivery 100.0 100.0 100.0

Public health 0.4 0.5 0.2

Health centers/Public health 6.5 6.6 6.4

Community hospital 47.3 49.7 43.8

Province hospital 25.0 28.5 20.2

Government  hospital 7.5 9.3 4.8

Private  hospital 2.4 3.6 0.7

Clinic 1.0 1.4 0.3

Home 9.9 0.4 23.6

Others * * -
Birth Attendant 100.0 100.0 100.0

Doctors 56.1 68.6 38.1
Nurse 32.3 29.6 36.2
Traditional attendants 8.3 0.4 19.6
By yourself 3.0 1.4 5.3
Others 0.3 - 0.8

Note: * Less than 0.1

2.4.3 Delivery Methods, Birth Weight and Postnatal Care

The results of the survey on delivery methods of ever married women having  0-2 year

old last child in Table 22 show that most of them, 83.7%, have natural delivery and only 15.1%

receive caesarian section.  The Buddhist Thai women have natural delivery less than the

Moslem Thai women (79.0% and 90.6% respectively). On the contrary, the proportion of births

by caesarian section of the Buddhist Thai women is higher than the Moslem Thai women

(19.9% and 8.4% respectively).

The proportion of birth weight ranges of 2501-3000 grams and 3001-3500 grams

are marked at 45.5% and 31.8% respectively. Only 13.9% of births are underweight (less than

2500 grams) and 8.8% having birth weight over 3501 grams.  When compared, the birth

weights of the Buddhist Thai women and the Moslem Thai women are not different.

For postnatal care utilization of ever married women aged 15-49 years, more

Buddhist Thai women has been to every doctor appointment than the Moslem Thai women

(82.5% and 65.1% respectively).  It’s note that 21.3% of the Moslem Thai women do not use

postnatal care services with the reason that they are shy to be examined by doctors.



Table 22 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, Having one 0-2 Year Old

Last Child, by Delivery Methods, Birth Weight, Postnatal Care and Religion

Delivery method, Birth Weight

And Postnatal Care
Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Delivery method 100.0 100.0 100.0

Normal delivery 83.7 79.0 90.6

Caesarian section 15.1 19.9 8.4

Forceps 0.2 - 0.4

Vacuum 1.0 1.1 0.6
Birth Weight 100.0 100.0 100.0

Less than 1,500 0.5 0.7 0.2

1,501 - 2,000 2.1 2.2 1.9

2,001 - 2,500 11.3 9.6 13.8

2,501 - 3,000 45.5 46.0 44.8

3,001 - 3,500 31.8 32.8 30.5

3,501 grams and over 8.8 8.7 8.8
Postnatal Care 100.0 100.0 100.0

Always 75.4 82.5 65.1

Sometime 10.8 8.9 13.6

No 13.8 8.6 21.3

Note: Unknown is not included.

2.4.4 Infant Care Givers

Table 23 shows that 85.7% of infants are taken care of by infant’s mother, (ever

married woman,) or her husband, 11.2% by paternal/maternal grandparents. The same

characteristics are observe in both the Buddhist and Moslem Thai women.  It’s note that the

proportion of Moslem Thai women or their husbands taking care of the infants is higher than

the Buddhist Thai women (90.1% and 82.5% respectively).



Table 23 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, Having 0-2 Year Old last

Child, by Infant Care providers and Religion

Infant care provider Total Buddhist  Women Moslem  Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Yourself/Husband 85.7 82.5 90.1

Grand mother/Grand father 11.2 13.8 7.7

Elder child 0.3 0.4 0.3

Relatives 1.9 2.3 1.3

Non-relatives 0.8 0.9 0.6

Others 0.1 0.1 -

2.4.5 Infant Breast-feeding

Interview ever married women, aged 15-49 years, having 0-2 year old last child

are ask whether babies are breast-feeding and the duration of breast-feeding.  Table 24 shows

that 96.9% of the ever married women give breast-feeding and only 3.1% never give any

breast-feeding to infants.  The proportion of no breast-feeding is higher among the Buddhist

Thai women than the Moslem Thai women (3.9% and 1.9% respectively).  Over 90% of both

Buddhist and Moslem Thai women give breast-feeding.

The average duration of breast-feeding is 7.3 months and the Buddhist Thai

women have a shorter duration than the Moslem Thai women (average 5.9 months and 9.2

months respectively).

Reasons for giving up breast-feeding are mothers going back to work (36.8%), not

enough breast milk (25.9%), infants getting older (16.0%), and denied by infants (14.9%).

The reasons are the same for both Buddhist and Moslem Thai women.

Reasons for not giving any breast milk are not enough breast milk (26.8%), deny

by infants (25.1%), mothers going back to work (22.6%), and others, such as afraid of being

disliked by husband, afraid of having bad body figure, etc. (20.4%). When compare,  the main

reasons for not giving breast-feeding of the Buddhist Thai women are going back to work

(26.4%) and not enough breast milk (25.9%) and for the Moslem Thai women are deny by

infants (43.2%), not enough breast milk (29.6%) and going back to work (11.2%).



Table 24 Percentage of Ever Married Women, Aged 15-49 Years, Having 0-2 Year Old last

Child, by Infant Breast-feeding, Breast-feeding Duration (Month), Reasons for

Giving up Breast-feeding, Reasons for not giving Breast-feeding and Religion

Breast-feeding, Breast-feeding duration

Reason for give up breast-feeding

and Reason for not giving breast-feeding

Total Buddhist  Women Moslem  Women

Breast-feeding 100.0 100.0 100.0

(321,399) (188,898) (132,501)

Breast-feeding 46.3 38.9 56.8

Past but not current breast-feeding 50.6 57.2 41.3

Non breast-feeding 3.1 3.9 1.9
Breast-feeding Duration (months) 100.0 100.0 100.0

(311,529) (181,506) (130,023)

Less than  1 7.2 7.1 7.4

1-6 52.9 61.0 41.7

7-11 14.4 13.4 15.7

12-17 14.4 13.6 15.4

18-23 4.4 1.3 8.7

24  months and over 6.7 3.6 11.1

Average breast-feeding duration 7.3 5.9 9.2

Reason for give up breast-feeding 100.0 100.0 100.0
(162,820) (108,125) (54,695)

Health problem 3.0 3.0 3.1

Concern problem 25.9 26.1 25.3

Have to go to work 36.8 39.2 32.1

Pregnancy 1.3 0.1 3.6

Infant refuse 14.9 15.2 14.4

Grown up child 16.0 14.3 19.2

Others 2.1 2.1 2.3
Reason for not giving breast-feeding 100.0 100.0 100.0

(9,870) (7,392) (2,478)

Health problem 5.1 3.6 9.4

Concern Problem 26.8 25.9 29.6

Have to go to work 22.6 26.4 11.2

Infant refuse 25.1 19.1 43.2

Others 20.4 25.0 6.6

Note: Unknown is not included.



2.5 Cancers of Reproductive System

The study on cancers of reproductive system is conduct to obtain data on

frequency of self examination of breast cancer and from medical officers by asking, in person,

1,293,417 women aged 20-49 years. The study on frequency of having cervical cancer

examination is done by asking, in person, 621,146 women age 35-49 years.

2.5.1 Self Examination of Breast Cancer

Chart 3 shows that the majority (62.3%) of southern women aged 20-49 years has

never done self examination of breast cancer, 28.1% do some but not on a regular basis and

only 6.3% do it every month.  While 43.2% of Buddhist Thai women do self examination and

6.3% never do any, only 25.2% of Moslem Thai women do self examination and 74.8% never

do any.

Chart 3 Percentage of Women Aged 20-49 Years by Frequency of Breast Cancer Self

Examination and Religion

3.3 3.1 3.66.3 7.4
3.8

28.1
32.5

17.8

62.3
57.0

74.8

0

20

40

60

80

100

Total Buddhist women Moslem women 

Frist time 

Every month

Sometime

Never check

Percentage

Religion



2.5.2 Breast Examination by Medical Staff

31.9% of southern women aged 20-49 years have breast cancer examined by

medical staff and 68.1% never have.  The proportion of frequent examination among Buddhist

women is higher than the Moslem Thai women, 35.8% and 23.0% respectively (Chart 4).

Chart 4 Percentage of Women Aged 20-49 Years by Frequency of having Breast Cancer

Examined by Medical Staff and Religion
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Chart 5 Percentage of Women Aged 35-49 Years by Frequency of Having Cervical Cancer

Examined and Religion
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2.6 Sexology and Adolescent Health

The study on sexology and adolescent health pay attention to providing knowledge

and advice concerning sexes and the beginning of adolescent sexual relationship in order to

obtain data and provide the adolescent the opportunity to learn and have access to correct

and safe reproductive health services.  In the survey, 583,673 southern populations, aged 15-24

years, are interview in person.

2.6.1 Sexology Knowledge

Table 25 shows that the majority, 92.5% of the southern population aged 15-24

years know about sexology with higher proportion found in the Buddhist Thai population than

the Moslem Thai (96.4% and 84.1% respectively).

Table 25 Percentage of Population Aged 15-24 Years by Knowledge on Sexology and

Religion

Knows of Sex Education Total Buddhist  Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Knows 92.5 96.4 84.1
Don't knows 7.5 3.6 15.9

2.6.2 Source of Sexology Knowledge

The survey provides information on source of knowledge on sexology.

The majority, 56.2%, of the southern population aged 15-24 years learn sexology from

educational institutes, 26.5% from various media and 13.2% from friends.  There are no

differences between religions about source of knowledge among the southern women.

But it’s note that Moslem Thai women learn about sexology from parents more than the

Buddhist Thai (6.8% and 2.3% respectively).



Table 26 Percentage of Population Aged 15-24 Years by Source of Sexology Knowledge and

Religion

Person to be the teacher of sex

education
Total Buddhist  Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Parent 3.6 2.3 6.8

Relative 0.3 0.1 0.7

Friends 13.2 12.3 15.3

All of media 26.5 25.7 28.6

Education school 56.2 59.3 48.5

Others 0.2 0.3 0.1
Note: * Less than 0.1

2.6.3 Opinions on Sexology Study

Opinions on sexology study are obtain from interviewing male and female southern

population aged 15-24 years about having sexology taught in class, appropriate level of

education for sexology study and who shall be the knowledge providers.

Table 27 shows that the majority, 92.0% of the population agrees that sexology

shall be taught in class.  Between the two religions, the proportion of agreed population is

higher among the Buddhist than the Moslem (94.1% and 86.9% respectively). 13.1% of the

Moslem does not agree on teaching sexology in class.  The reasons for the disagreement are

that sexology, a stimulator, will encourage people to try (6.7%) and that sexology is a natural

process and there is no need to study (3.3%).



Table 27 Percentage of Population Aged 15-24 Years by Opinions on Having Sexology

Taught in Class and Religion

Opinions on Having Sexology

Taught in class
Total Buddhist  Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agree 92.0 94.1 86.9

Disagree 8.0 5.9 13.1

    Inappropriate 1.9 1.6 2.6

    Natural process 1.9 1.3 3.3

   Stimulates the needs to known and to try 3.6 2.3 6.7

    Can be learned from different kind of media 0.4 0.4 0.4

    Can be learned from friends / relative 0.1 0.2 0.1

   Others 0.1 0.1 -

Note: * Less than 0.1

Appropriate Level of Education for Sexology Study

More than half of the Buddhist and Moslem Thai population aged 15-24 years, who 

agree that sexology shall be taught in class, think that, in priority order, it shall be at lower 

secondary elementary, upper secondary  and higher levels.

Table 28 Percentage of Population Aged 15-24 Years by Opinions on Appropriate Level of

Education for Sexology Study and Religion

Opinions on Appropriate level

of Education for Sexology study
Total Buddhist  Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Elementary level 29.1 29.9 26.9

Lower secondary level 55.1 55.5 54.1

Upper secondary level 13.7 13.9 13.2

Higher level 2.1 0.7 5.8

Sexology Knowledge Providers

Table 29 shows that the interviewees answer that the sexology knowledge

providers shall be teachers (76.1%), personal of public health workers (14.5%) and academics

(5.1%).  It’s note that only 0.6% say that actors/actresses playing very little role as media or

examples for them.



Table 29 Percentage of Population Aged 15-24 Years by Sexology Knowledge Providers and

Religion

Person to be the teacher

of sex education
Total Buddhist  Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Teachers 76.1 74.0 82.0
Personal of teacher religion 0.9 * 3.2
Community leadership 0.4 0.2 0.9
Academics 5.1 5.9 3.0
Actors/Actresses 0.6 0.5 0.7
Personal of public health 14.5 16.2 10.1
Others 2.4 3.2 0.1

Note: * Less than 0.1

2.6.4 Sexual Relations in Adolescents

The study on sexual relations in adolescent provides data on current Thai

adolescents, aged 15-24 years, about age at first intercourse by asking general questions on

their behaviours.

The results in Table 30 show that over 90% of adolescents, aged 15-24 years,

think that current Thai adolescents have first intercourse at age younger than 20 (Buddhist Thai

97.6% and Moslem Thai 94.9%).  More than half of the populations (59.3%) think that first

intercourse starts at aged 15-17 years.

Table 30 Percentage of Population Aged15-24 Years by Age at First Intercourse and Religion

Age at First Intercourse Total Buddhist Thai Moslem Thai

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Less than 27.5 31.0 19.6

15-17 59.3 59.5 58.8

18-19 10.0 7.1 16.5

20-22 3.1 2.4 4.8

22-24 * - 0.1

25 and Over 0.1 - 0.2

Note       1. * Less than 0.1

2. Unknown is not included.



2.7 AIDS

The study on AIDS provides information on level of knowledge and understanding

of the disease among the population of reproductive age. The level of knowledge is an

important indicator to be used in disease control planning and to understand the population

group lacking of knowledge to protect themselves from the risks of getting infected with AIDS.

During the interview, questions are post, one by one, and the interviewees answer,

“Yes”, “No” or “Don’t know/Not sure”.  Some of the questions, for example, are “AIDS is a fatal

disease, yes or no?” or “AIDS can be infect by using needles, yes or no?”  There are 10

questions.  If all 10 answers of an interviewee are “Yes”, the person has a very good and

correct knowledge about AIDS.  On the other hand, if one of the answers is “No” or “Don’t

know/Not sure”, the person doesn’t understand AIDS well.

Results from the in person interview of 2,385,655 Buddhist and Moslem Thais

aged 15-49 years (Table 31) show that the group has a very good knowledge and

understanding about AIDS because, for 7 out of 10 questions, the answers are “Yes” with a

proportion of over 90%.  Two questions, “AIDS can be transferred from mother to fetus through

placenta, yes or no?” and “External appearance cannot tell whether a person has AIDS, yes or

no?”, receive only 70% “Yes” answers.  The other question, “AIDS can be transferred from

mother to her baby by breast milk, yes or no”, the understanding proportion is only 60%.

Table 31 Percentage of Population Aged 15-24 Years by Knowledge and Understanding about

AIDS, Sex and Religion

Knowledge and be realize of aids

Danger No Can Contagious Contagious Contagious Contagious Contagious External Use of

Sex of life medicines prevent from from use from from from characteristics condom

and for curing sexual of  syringe mother  of mother  of blood identify HIV decrease

religion intercourse the child by the child by the risk

umbilical mother’s of  HIV

milk

Buddhist

Buddhist men 99.4 97.0 97.3 99.3 97.3 71.4 58.9 97.1 71.4 91.0

Buddhist 99.4 96.4 97.4 99.4 96.4 75.0 60.8 96.6 72.3 88.6

Moslem

Moslem man 99.1 92.4 94.9 98.3 95.3 73.2 60.7 91.8 73.8 75.1

Moslem women 97.7 90.7 88.6 96.1 93.4 69.0 61.3 87.2 70.7 71.4



Table 31 shows that most of the interviewees have good knowledge and

understanding about AIDS.  Consequently, over 90% think that they have no risks in getting

infected by AIDS with reasons that they regularly take good care of their health (34.7%) and

have no contact with AIDS patients (19.2%).  Only 2.7% give the reason that they use condom

every time they have intercourse.

When compare, while 41.6% the Buddhist Thai women think that they have no

risks in getting infected by AIDS because they regularly take good care of their health, the

reason of 44.2% of the Moslem Thai women is because they are good religious followers.

Table 32 Percentage of Population Aged 15-49 Years by Attitudes towards Risks in Getting

Infected by AIDS and Religion

Attitudes Forwards Risks in Getting Infected by AIDS. Total Buddhist  Thai Moslem Thai

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Hight opportunity 0.2 0.2 0.1

To be reasonable opportunity 0.7 0.7 0.7

Low opportunity 8.1 8.9 6.1

None opportunity 91.0 90.2 93.1

Reason for none opportunity to be HIV

Not have sexual relation with both women

      and men prostitutes 17.0 19.4 11.0

Not touch HIV patients 19.2 20.3 16.7

Generally take care of your health 34.7 41.6 17.7

Always use condom when having sexual intercourse 2.7 2.9 2.3

Follow the religious teachings 15.9 4.3 44.2

Others 1.5 1.7 1.2

The in person interview of 1,048, 803 married women shows that 5.9% think that they

have a possibility of getting AIDS from the husband, with the reason that the husband work

elsewhere and they have no idea about the husband’s behaviours.  The same attitudes are

received from both the Buddhist and Moslem Thai women (6.7% and 4.4% respectively) and

with the same reason (3,5% and 2.7% respectively). (See Table 33)



Table 33 Percentage of Married Women Aged 15-49 Years by Attitudes towards Risks in

Getting Infected by AIDS from Husbands and Religion

Attitudes toward Risks in Getting Infected by AIDS. Total Buddhist Women Moslem Women

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

None opportunity 94.1 93.3 95.6

Hight opportunity 0.1 0.2 0.1

To be reasonable opportunity 0.8 1.0 0.5

Low opportunity 5.0 5.5 3.8

Reason for your own risk opportunity to be HIV from husband

Husband likes to have sexual relation with a prostitute 1.3 1.7 0.5

Husband is a homosexual 0.2 0.3 -

Husband works in different places 3.2 3.5 2.7

Others 1.2 1.2 1.2
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