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Preface 
The National Statistical Office (NSO) of Thailand has conducted four surveys of fertility (1975, 1985, 

1996, and 2006).  In the 2006 round, a reproductive health (RH) module was added to the core 

survey.  In the 2009 RH survey, NSO and the Department of Health (DOH) signed a memorandum of 

collaboration to carry out this study, and they received technical assistance from the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) and the College of Population Studies of Chulalongkorn University.  

The principal objectives were to study access to and status of RH of the population.   

The survey was conducted in May 2009 and covered the topic areas: family planning, maternal and 

child health, AIDS, breast and cervical cancer, infertility, sex education, and adolescent health.  It was 

found that, despite the extensive campaigns of the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) to improve RH, 

there are a number of areas that are not optimal. For example, only 15.0% of married women of 

reproductive age or their husbands received pre-marital contraceptive counseling and information.  

Also, only 15.1% provided exclusive breastfeeding for their infant under six months. Only 36.4% of 

women aged 15 to 59 years had correct knowledge and understanding about AIDS, and higher or 

lower knowledge was associated with the level of education. Ever having a breast exam for pre-cancerous 

nodules and screening for cervical cancer was reported by 58.1% and 60.2% of women aged 30 to 59 years 

respectively.  It is noteworthy that women in municipal areas had lower rates of breast and cervical 

cancer screening than their non-municipal counterparts, and respondents in Bangkok had lower levels 

of these exams than women in other regions of the country.  

The NSO and its implementing partners trust that the results of this survey reflect the RH status of 

the country, and hope that other interested agencies will use the data for policy development, 

planning, and implementation of activities to improve access to RH services and maximize 

reproductive health of the population. 
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Executive summary 

 

The National Statistical Office of Thailand (NSO) 

has conducted four surveys of fertility (1975, 

1985, 1996, and 2006). In 2006 the NSO 

collaborated with the Reproductive Health Division 

of the Department of Health (DOH) to conduct 

a special survey specifically focused on reproductive 

health (RH) status and access to services (e.g., 

family planning, maternal and child health, etc.). 

These data can be used to construct measurements 

of the RH status of the population. 

In the 2009 RH survey, NSO and the DOH 

signed a memorandum of collaboration to carry 

out this study, and they received technical 

assistance from the United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA) and the College of Population 

Studies of Chulalongkorn University.  The principal 

objectives were to study access to and status of 

RH of the population. Field work was conducted 

during May 2009 through a stratified, two-stage 

sampling process in municipal and non-municipal 

areas yielding a sample of approximately 30,000 

households throughout the country.  A total of 

37,511 women aged 15-59 years (included 2,509 

ever-married women aged 15-49 years whose last 

living child is under 1 years of age), and 11,971 

adolescents aged 15-24 years (5,364 men, 6,607 

women) were interviewed. The following is a 

summary of the key results. 

 

1.  Family planning 

1.1  Pre-marital preparation 

The 2009 RH survey found that 15.0 % of 

married women of reproductive age 15 to 49 years 

(MWRA) or their husbands received pre-marital 

counseling or information on contraception from 

a health personnel. However, 21.7% were tested 

for either thalassemia or HIV.  (18.6% were tested 

for both, while 0.8% were tested for only thalassemia 

and 2.3% were tested only for HIV).  Significantly 

more municipal respondents received pre-marital 

counseling and blood screening than their non-

municipal counterparts (Figure 1). 

Figure 1  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years  

                by pre-martial preparatory services and area, 

                2009 
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1.2 Age at first marriage 

Using the 2006 NSO Reproductive Health 

Survey as a reference, the singulate mean age at 

marriage (SMAM) of Thai women declined slightly 

from 23.1 to 22.2 years.  Women in municipal 

areas married later than those in non-municipal 

areas (Figure 2). The difference in SMAM between 

municipal and non-municipal women declined 

from 3.3 years in 2006 to 2.8 years in 2009. 

Figure 2   Mean age at first marriage1/ of Thai women  

                  by area in 2006 and 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 Mean number of children born alive  

The mean number of children born alive is an 

indicator of fertility that reflects women’s  

reproductive performance over their reproductive 

years. It may be used to measure the average 

completed family size of women at the end of 

their reproductive years (aged 45-49 years).    

The 2009 RH survey reveals that the average 

number of children ever born for women aged 

15-49 years was 1.30 per women (1.11 in 

municipal and 1.40 in non-municipal areas).  

The mean number of children ever born for 

older women is higher than of younger women 

(Table 1). 

When compared with the results from the 2006 

NSO survey of reproductive health, there was 

a slight increase in fertility by 2009. The increase 

was more pronounced for women in the 20-24 

age group (from 0.44 to 0.59 in 2006 and 2009 

respectively). 

When examining mean number of children ever 

born for women nearing the end of their 

reproductive years (aged 45-49 years) the mean 

number of  children ever born was 2.15 per woman, 

with non-municipal higher than in municipal areas. 

This number increased between survey rounds 

for women in municipal areas (from 1.79 to 1.89) 

but decreased for their non-municipal counterparts 

(from 2.33 to 2.28). 

Table 1   Mean number of children ever born by age group 

                of women and area, 2006 and 2009 

Total 
Municipal 

area 

Non-municipal 

area 
Age 

group 
2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 

15 - 19 0.07 0.10 0.05 0.08 0.07 0.11 

20 - 24 0.44 0.59 0.25 0.42 0.54 0.66 

25 - 29 0.89 0.97 0.53 0.68 1.09 1.11 

30 - 34 1.37 1.43 0.95 1.10 1.59 1.62 

35 - 39 1.72 1.77 1.33 1.50 1.91 1.91 

40 - 44 1.93 1.97 1.59 1.69 2.09 2.11 

45 - 49 2.16 2.15 1.79 1.89 2.33 2.28 

Mean 1.23 1.30 0.93 1.11 1.37 1.40 
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2.  Maternal and Child Health (MCH) 

The following presents results for ever-married 

women aged 15 to 49 years whose last child was 

under one year of age at the time of the interverview. 

2.1 Child delivery 

The place of delivery of a birth and the personnel 

assisting during delivery are key variables related 

to the health outcomes of the mother and infant.  

The cost of obstetric services and travel costs are 

also influential in determining the woman’s choice 

of place of delivery.  In this survey, it was found 

that more than 90% of the respondents delivered 

at a government hospital, 42%, or two out of five, 

of these being community (district) hospitals 

(see Figure 3).  Fully 38.1% of women delivered 

at government regional or general (provincial) 

hospitals, while 10.8% delivered at other types of 

public facilities. In two-thirds of cases, the delivery 

was performed by a medical doctor, while one-third 

were delivered by nurses or public health officer. 

Figure 3   Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49  

                     years whose last living child is under one year of 

                  age by place of delivery and type of personnel 

                    assisting during delivery, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 Breastfeeding 

Among ever-married women aged 15 to 49 years 

whose last live birth was under six months, fully 

320,000 (or 84%) breastfed that child in the 

previous 24 hours. However only 15.1% 

practiced exclusive breastfeeding.  Over a quarter 

(27.3%) fed their infant just breastmilk and water, 

while 41.6% fed their infant other liquids/foods 

beside breastmilk such as fruit juice, infant 

formula, or crushed banana (Figure 4).   

Among the subgroup who fed their infants 

exclusive breastfeeding, 16.0% lived in non-municipal 

areas and 12.2% in municipal locations. There were 

larger inter-regional differentials however. 

Women in the northeast practiced the most 

exclusive breastfeeding (26.9%) followed by 

women in the south (10.4%) and least in 

Bangkok (1.7%). 

Figure 4  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 

                 years whose last living child is under 6 months 

                according to infant feeding practices in the  24  hours 

                prior to the interview by area and region, 2009 
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3.  Screening for breast and cervical cancer 

3.1  Screening for breast cancer 

Among women aged 30 to 59 years in the sample, 
58.1% had a breast examination in the past year. 
Among these, 23.6% were self-exams, 20.3% 
were conducted by a health personnel, and 14.2% 
were a combination of these (Figure 5). 

Women in non-municipal areas had a slightly 
higher level of breast examination than their 
municipal counterparts (59.8% versus 54.6%).  
Women in the north and northeast regions had 
the highest level of breast examination (64.9%  
and 63.3% respectively). Among regions, Bangkok 
was the only area in which the examination rate 
was below half of women (47.4%). 

Figure 5   Percentage of women aged 30 – 59 years 

                  according to experience of breast examination  

                  in the past year by area and region,  2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2  Screening for cervical cancer 

Approximately 60% of women aged 30 to 59 
years were screened for cervical cancer in the 
previous five years, and more non-municipal 
than municipal women had been screened 
(64.3% versus 52.1%).  Women in the north and 
northeast had the highest rates of cervical cancer 

screening among regions (69.0% and 67.3% 
respectively). While women in Bangkok had 
been screened less than half (44.4%). 

It is noteworthy that, among women aged 30 to 
59 years whose last child was under one year of 
age, more were screened than those without a child 
under one year (74.2% versus 60.0%).  This is 
probably a reflection of routine post-partum  
screening for cervical cancer. 

Figure 6  Percentage of women aged 30-59 years who had 

                experience of being screened for cervical cancer 

                in the previous five years by area and region, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is also noteworthy that screening for breast 

and cervical cancer among women aged 30 to 59 

years was lower in the municipal areas and 

Bangkok compared to non-municipal area and 

non-Bangkok regions.  This finding is probably 

a reflection of how the screening campaigns are 

conducted, i.e., through village heath volunteers, 

mobile units, and health centers which are more 

prevalent in the non-municipal areas. It is also 

easier to access households in the non-municipal 

areas, than municipal area, especially when 

compared to Bangkok, where most women work 

outside the household, or do not feel they have 

the time to go for the cancer screening.  
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Whole
Indicator kingdom Muni- Non- Bangkok Central North North- South

cipal municipal (excl.BKK) east

1. Family planning
 1.1  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years or 15.0 17.2 14.1 18.7 15.0 14.6 14.0 15.3
         husband received pre-marital contraceptive 
         counseling from a health personnel
 1.2  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years or 21.7 26.6 19.7 26.8 23.9 22.6 18.9 20.0
        husband who received pre-marital screening for 
        thalassemia or HIV
 1.3  Mean aged of marriage for Thai women (SMAM) 22.2 24.2 21.4 25.3 22.1 21.7 21.5 22.5
 1.4  Mean aged difference between married women 4.4 4.4 4.4 4.3 4.3 4.7 4.3 4.5
        aged 15-49 years and spouse (yrs)
 1.5  Mean number of children ever born for women 1.30 1.11 1.40 1.13 1.15 1.24 1.45 1.45
        aged 15-49 years
 1.6  Mean aged at first birth for women aged 15-49 years 24.8 25.4 24.6 27.6 24.8 24.1 24.5 24.9
 1.7  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 20.8 17.6 22.2 12.4 17.0 18.9 24.4 27.6
        who want more children
 1.8  Mean number of children wanted for ever-married 1.93 1.76 2.00 1.69 1.72 1.75 2.08 2.33
         women aged 15-49 years
 1.9  Contraceptive prevalence among married women 79.6 77.8 80.3 78.0 80.0 81.3 81.6 72.1
        aged 15-49 years
 1.10  Prevalence of condom use for contraception: 2.3 3.4 1.8 3.4 2.3 2.1 1.5 3.5
          married women aged15-49 years

2. Maternal and child health (MCH)
 2.1  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 75.9 70.3 77.6 52.8 76.4 68.0 82.0 78.7
        whose last living child under aged 1 year and 
        whose last pregnancy was planned
 2.2  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 89.7 87.2 90.5 83.7 85.9 93.6 92.7 86.6
        who received ANC for the last living child under 
        aged 1 year and took vitamin and iron supplements 
        as prescribed
 2.3  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 91.6 93.6 91.1 91.8 94.3 94.1 89.2 91.5
        who received ANC for the last living child under 
        aged 1 year and received HIV screening
 2.4  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 34.1 28.8 35.7 13.7 31.7 46.4 32.0 37.8
        whose last living child is under 1 year and whose 
        husbands received advice and information about 
        MCH from a health personnel
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Indicator kingdom Muni- Non- Bangkok Central North North- South

cipal municipal (excl.BKK) east

2. Maternal and child health (MCH) (Contd.)
 2.5  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 99.5 99.7 99.4 100.0 99.7 99.6 99.8 98.5
        whose last living child is under 1 year and who was 
        delivered by a health personnel
 2.6  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 years 65.5 73.1 63.1 81.1 65.0 64.8 65.0 61.9
        whose last living child is aged 2-11 months and 
        received 2 post-partum check-ups
 2.7  Percentage of newborns aged 2-11 months who 67.4 75.0 65.1 82.4 66.2 67.3 66.1 66.0
        received two check-ups
 2.8  Percentage of practicing exclusive breastfeeding 15.1 12.2 16.0 1.7 6.1 9.4 26.9 10.4
        for those with a child under 6 months

3. AIDS knowledge
 3.1  Percentage of women aged 15-59 years who had 36.4 39.2 35.1 34.3 35.6 40.8 36.6 33.3
        correct AIDS knowledge

4. Breast and cervical cancer screening
 4.1  Percentage of women aged 30-59 years who received 58.1 54.6 59.8 47.4 52.5 64.9 63.3 56.8
        a breast exam in the past year
 4.2  Percentage of women aged 30-59 years who received 60.2 52.1 64.3 44.4 54.2 69.0 67.3 57.3
        a cervical cancer exam in past 5 years
 4.3  Percentage of women aged 30-59 years who 92.0 96.4 90.2 97.7 94.3 93.2 87.4 94.9
        received a cervical cancer exam in the past 5 years 
        and got the results

5. Domestic violence
 5.1  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years 2.9 3.3 2.7 2.8 3.5 3.6 2.1 2.7
        who experienced spousal abuse in past year

6. Adolescent health
 6.1  Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years who 85.2 89.9 83.5 89.9 87.6 86.4 83.3 82.8
        received formal instruction in sex education, family  
        planning and reproductive track infections
 6.2  Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years who 35.6 34.8 35.9 31.5 38.8 40.3 34.6 29.5
         ever used contraception
 6.3  Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years who used 91.9 94.7 90.8 93.5 92.5 91.2 91.7 91.4
        contraception at last sex

Area Region
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Chapter 1 

Introduction 

 

1.   Background 

The National Statistical Office (NSO) in collaboration 

with the Institute for Population Studies of 

Chulalongkorn University implemented its first 

fertility survey in 1975 under the World Fertility 

Survey (WFS) program. The WFS was an 

international effort to study the fertility behaviors 

and status of countries around the world using 

a standardized data collection methodology. 

Additional rounds of the survey were conducted 

in 1985, 1996, and 2006.  

In 2006, the NSO collaborated with the Reproductive 

Health Division (RHD) of the Department of 

Health (DOH) to conduct the reproductive health 

survey.  The data from that survey were useful 

in assessing the RH status of the population 

in accordance with the 9th 5-year National Social 

and Development Plan (2002-2006).  

A few years later, the NSO and DOH signed 

a memorandum of collaboration to implement an 

interim RH survey in 2009 with technical support 

from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

and the College of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn 

University. This survey was conducted to provide 

a fuller understanding of the RH situation and 

challenges facing the population.  These data 

should help the relevant agencies to be more precise 

in formulating policies, plans, implementation, 

and evaluation of RH in the coming decade. 

2. Objectives 

 2.1 To define the RH status of the population 

including the key topics of family planning, fertility, 

mother and child health, AIDS knowledge, breast 

and cervical cancer screening, and adolescent health.  

 2.2 To study changes and trends in the RH 

status of the population, especially with regard 

to accessing RH services. 

3. Benefits 

 3.1 The survey will provide data for evaluating 

the RH status of the population at the national 

and sub-national level. 

 3.2 The data from the survey will inform 

the development of more comprehensive RH 

services according to a holistic model of health 

promotion which emphasizes access to services. 

4. Scope of the survey 

The sample population for this survey includes 

persons living in private households in both 

municipal and non-municipal areas throughout 

the country.  Respondents were women aged 

15-59 years and men aged 15-24 years residing 

in the sample households. 



 

5. Survey content 

 5.1 General characteristics of the household 

members  
 5.2 Family planning attitudes and behavior 

 5.3 Marriage and fertility 

 5.4 Maternal and child health 

 5.5 Domestic violence 

 5.6 AIDS and cancer of the breast and cervix 

 5.7 Adolescent reproductive health 

 5.8 Household characteristics 

6. Sample design 

This study used a stratified two-stage sampling 

method with the province as a stratum.   Thailand 

has 76 provinces.  Two sub-strata were designated 

as municipal and non-municipal.  

 Primary sampling units were blocks (in 

municipal areas) and villages (in non-municipal 

areas) 

 Secondary sampling units were private 

household. In each sample blocks/villages, private 

households were divided into two categories as 

follows: 

1)  Households with a women with last living 

child under one year. All of the qualifying 

households were included in the sample. 

There were 5,880 households. 

2) Other households selected through 

a systematic random sampling method 

yielding 18 households per block in 

municipal areas and 15 households per 

village in non-municipal areas. There 

were 24,237 households. 

In this survey the total sample households were 

30,117.  NSO’s staff who conducted the interviews 

with household members during May 2009.  

7. Definitions 

 7.1  Reproductive health1 (RH) 

“Reproductive Health” is a condition of well-being 

and soundness of the body and mind as a result 

of the process of responsible reproduction that 

both men and women productively engage in at 

each stage of life, and which enables them to 

live harmoniously in society.    

Thailand has defined ten dimensions of RH 

as follows: 

 Family Planning: To ensure that all 

Thai couples have the appropriate 

number of children according to 

their circumstances. 

 Maternal and child health: To ensure 

the good health of mother and infant 

from pre-pregnancy and during 

pregnancy to promote a safe delivery, 

and during the post-partum period to 

promote a strong and healthy mother 

and child. 

 

                                                 
1 Department of Health, Division of Reproductive Health:  

10 Dimensions of  Reproductive Health (Nonthaburi:  

Reproductive Health Division, 2005, pp 3-15). 
 



 

 AIDS:  To create awareness, and 

provide counseling to the general 

population, especially those who have 

risk factors for transmission, including 

the prevention of transmission and 

treatment of the infected. 

 Cancers of the breast and cervix:  

To monitor women with risk factors, 

provide information, and diagnostic 

screening that is timely and accurate. 

 Sexually transmitted infections:  

To control, prevent and treat sexually 

transmitted infections (STIs) and 

other reproductive track infections.  

 Pregnancy termination and 

complications:  To prevent and 

appropriately manage complications 

that result from abortion, provide 

including safe pregnancy termination 

and access to related services. 

 Infertility: To provide information, 

counseling, and relevant services to 

assist couples who have difficulty 

conceiving a child. 

 Sex education: To provide information 

and counseling for people of all ages. 

To support the practice of safe sex 

and appropriate sex behavior. 

 

 Adolescent health:  To provide 

information and counseling on sex 

education, the roles and responsibilities 

of male and female youth, practicing 

responsible, safe sex behavior to prevent 

unplanned pregnancy, sexually 

transmitted infections (STIs), including 

client-friendly RH services which 

address the needs of adolescents. 

 Post-reproductive condition and 

aging: To provide information and 

counseling on quality living to 

promote good health, longevity, 

and a productive lifestyle for society 

and one’s family.  

 7.2  Age 

This term refers to completed years since birth, 

rounded to last birthday. 

 7.3  Martial status  
This term refers to the relationship between a man 

and a woman and is characterized by the following 

sub-categories: 

 Single refers to those who have 

never married. 

 Married denotes those male-female 

couples who are living together, 

regardless of whether the marriage 

is registered. The person is considered 

married even if the spouse is non-

resident on the day of the interview, 

for example, due to work obligations. 



 

 Widowed refers to persons who are 

not married and whose spouse has died. 

 Divorced  refers to couples who have 

legally dissolved a registered marriage. 

 Separated denotes persons who 

have lived as husband and wife but 

are now not living together and are 

not legally divorced.  This includes 

those who had lived together in 

a non-registered marital arrangement 

but who are not living together at 

the time of the interview. 

 Ever-married with unknown status  

This refers to persons who know 

they were married but are uncertain 

of their current marital status. 

 Ever-married in this survey refers to 

those currently married (or co-habiting), widowed, 

divorced, separated, and ever-married with 

unknown status.  

7.4  Contraception 

This term refers to the delay or avoidance of 

pregnancy or spacing of births.  Methods of 

contraception include the following: 

 Oral contraceptive (the pill)  is 

taken orally throughout the month 

and comes in the form of 21 and 28 

hormonal pills per cycle. 

 

 Emergency/post-coital contraception  

is taken orally shortly after unprotected 

sex. One pill is taken within 72 hours 

after sex; the second pill is taken 

within 12 hours after the first pill.  

In Thailand, there are two brands of 

post-coital pill: Postinor and Madonna. 

 Injectable contraceptive This method 

is delivered by injection every 3 or 

5 months. 

 Implant This method is a set of 

capsules that are surgically inserted 

under the skin of the arm of the woman 

and can prevent pregnancy for five 

years (6-capsule implant) or three 

years (single capsule implant). 

 IUD is a plastic device that is 

inserted into the uterus to prevent 

pregnancy. 

 Condom is a method of contraception 

used by males which can prevent 

both pregnancy and sexually transmitted 

infections (STIs). 

 Female sterilization  is a permanent 

surgical method of contraception 

for women.  

 Male sterilization is a permanent 

surgical method of contraception 

for men. 
 



 

 Safe period  This method involves 

abstaining from sex during the fertile 

period of the woman’s monthly 

menstrual cycle. This method works 

better for women who have regular 

menstrual periods. The safe period 

is generally seven days before the 

onset of menses and seven days 

after the first day of menses. 

 Other This category includes 

withdrawal, vaginal douching, 

traditional herbs, etc. 

 7.5  Age at first marital co-habitation 

This denotes the age of the woman when she 

married and/or co-habited with a man as husband 

and wife regardless of whether the marriage was 

registered or not.  

7.6 Children ever born 

This means a fetus that is alive when delivered 

(regardless of duration of life after delivery).  

This does not include intra-uterine death or 

abortion.  This does not include adopted children 

or other children not born to the respondent. 

Total children ever born 

 Current living number of children 

Constitutes the number of children 

ever born who are still alive at the time 

of the interview, regardless of location 

of residence. 

 Child deaths  refers to the number 

children ever born who are deceased 

at the time of the interview. 

7.7  Age at first delivery 

This denotes the full age of the currently or ever-

married woman at the time of her first delivery. 

 7.8 Sex education 

This concerns knowledge about human sexual 

development and behavior to inform the attitudes 

and behavior so that persons lead a responsible 

sex life and have constructive relationships 

between the sexes.  This includes helping 

the population to resolve life problems related to 

sex. The essential topics include health development, 

responsible behavior, relationships, life skills, 

socio-cultural dimensions, and the roles and 

responsibilities of males and females. This topic 

does not refer to the study of sexual intercourse. 
 

 



Chapter 2 

Results of the survey 

 

This 2009 survey of reproductive health (RH)  

collected data on the RH status and access to 

health services of the population from a sample 

of approximately 30,000 households. A total of 

37,511 women aged 15-59 years (included 2,509 

ever-married women aged 15-49 years whose last 

living child is under 1 years of age), and 11,971 

adolescents aged 15-24 years (5,364 men, 6,607 

women) were interviewed. The following are the key 

findings of the survey. 

General characteristics of reproductive age 

women (15-49 years) 

1.  Age, marital status and region 

In 2009 there were approximately 18.8 million 

women of reproductive age (WRA) in Thailand.  

Two-thirds (67.7%) lived in non-municipal areas 

and one-third in municipal areas (32.3%) (Table 1). 

The age groups with the most WRA are 35-39 

and 40-44 years (15.2% each).  In municipal areas, 

the most populous age groups were 30-34 and 

35-39 years (16.2% each).  In non-municipal areas, 

15.0% of the WRA were between the ages of 

40-44 years.   

Looking at marital status, 25.4% of WRA were 

single, 68.0% were married (or co-habiting), and 

6.6% were divorced, widowed, separated or ever-

married with unknown status.  In municipal areas, 

more WRA were single than in non-municipal 

areas (31.4% versus 22.6%).   

Most Thai WRA were living in the northeast 

region at the time of the survey (32.9%) followed 

by the central, north, south and Bangkok (24.5%, 

17.6%, 13.6%, and 11.5% respectively). 

2.  Education 

Approximately one-third (32.1%) of the WRA 

had completed primary school, 22.6% had 

completed lower secondary school education, 

17.2% had completed upper secondary and 15.9% 

had attained post-secondary education. Only 12.0% 

had no education/pre-primary/others. WRA in 

municipal areas had higher education attainment 

than those in non-municipal areas, and this is 

seen most clearly by comparing the proportions 

who completed upper secondary or higher education. 

3.  Employment and occupation 

In the year prior to the survey, 76.3% of the WRA 

were employed (77.9% in non-municipal versus 

73.1% in municipal areas). The most common 

occupation was agriculturist followed by private 

employee, and business/own-account worker. 

In municipal areas, more WRA were employed as 

private employees, whereas those in non-municipal 

areas were more likely to be working in agricultural 

occupations. 



 

Table 1   Percent distribution of women aged 15-49 years according to age group, marital  status, region,  

               level of educational attainment, and occupation by area, 2009 
                

 Area 

 Total Municipal Non-municipal 

 100.0 32.3 67.7 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 (18,819,775) (6,085,091) (12,734,684) 

Age group (years)    

15 – 19 13.7 11.8 14.6 

20 – 24  13.6 12.1 14.4 

25 – 29 14.0 14.1 13.9 

30 – 34 14.4 16.2 13.5 

35 – 39 15.2 16.2 14.7 

40 – 44 15.2 15.6 15.0 

45 – 49 14.0 14.1 14.0 

Marital status  

Single 25.4 31.4 22.6 
Married 68.0 61.0 71.3 

Widowed 2.2 2.3 2.1 

Divorced 2.2 2.8 1.8 

Separated 2.2 2.6 2.1 

Ever-married with unknown status * * * 

Region    

Bangkok 11.5 35.4 - 

Central (excl.BKK) 24.5 25.6 23.9 

North 17.6 11.4 20.6 

Northeast 32.9 16.8 40.6 

South 13.6 10.7 15.0 

Level of educational attainment    

No education/pre-primary/other 12.0 7.5 14.2 

Primary education 32.1 25.3 35.4 

Lower secondary education 22.6 20.4 23.7 

Upper secondary education 17.2 20.1 15.9 

Lower diploma/diploma 4.7 6.8 3.7 

Bachelor degree or higher 11.2 19.9 7.1 

Occupation    

Government employee 5.0 7.3 4.0 

Government enterprise employee 0.7 1.3 0.4 

Private employee 19.4 30.3 14.3 

Business/own-account worker 17.0 23.3 14.0 

Agriculturist 25.4 4.0 35.7 

Laborer 7.2 5.4 8.1 

Other 1.5 1.6 1.5 

Not working 23.7 26.9 22.1 

*  Less than 0.1 



 

Reproductive health 

Reproductive health (RH)1/ refers to a condition 
of well-being and soundness of the body and mind 
as a result of the process of responsible reproduction 
that both men and women productively engage 
in at each stage of life, and which enables them 
to live harmoniously in society. 

The 2009 RH survey encompasses the following 
dimensions of reproductive health:  family planning 
(FP), maternal and child health (MCH), AIDS, 
breast and cervical cancer, infertility, sex education, 
and adolescent health.  The following are key 
findings of the survey across these dimensions. 

1.  Family planning 

Family planning (FP) refers to the decision of 
a couple to have a child while being mindful of 
the number of children they can properly care for 
to ensure quality of life.  Family planning is a key 
aspect of married life because, if the couple is not 
yet ready to raise a child, they need to use an 
appropriate contraceptive method to delay the next 
pregnancy.  

1.1  Pre-marital preparation 

The 2009 RH survey found that 15.0 % of married 
women of reproductive age 15 to 49 years (MWRA) 
or their husbands received pre-marital counseling 
or information on contraception from a health 
personnel.  However, 21.7% were tested for either 
thalassemia or HIV. (18.6% were tested for both, 
while 0.8% were tested for only thalassemia and 
2.3% were tested only for HIV.) Significantly 
more municipal respondents received pre-marital 
counseling and blood screening than their non-
municipal counterparts (Figure 1). 

Figure 1  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years  

                by pre-martial preparatory services and area, 

                2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.2  Age at first marriage 

Using the 2006 NSO Reproductive Health 

Survey as a reference, the singulate mean age at 

marriage (SMAM) of Thai women declined slightly 

from 23.1 to 22.2 years. Women in municipal areas 

married later than those in non-municipal areas 

(Figure 2). The difference in SMAM between 

municipal and non-municipal women declined 

from 3.3 years in 2006 to 2.8 years in 2009. 

Figure 2   Mean age at first marriage1/ of Thai women  

                  by area in 2006 and 2009 
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1.3  Spousal age difference 

Among 12.8 million married women aged 15-49 

years, 73.0% were married to an older man; 

33.1% had husbands who were five or more years 

older.  Only 11.1% were the same age as their 

husbands and 15.9% were older. The average 

spousal age difference was 4.4 years. See 

Figure 3 for details. 

Figure 3  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years 

                by age difference with husband, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 

1.4  Mean number of children born alive 

The mean number of children born alive is an 

indicator of fertility that reflects women’s  

reproductive performance over their reproductive 

years.  It may be used to measure the average 

completed family size of women at the end of 

their reproductive years (aged 45-49 years).  The 

2009 RH survey reveals that the average number 

of children ever born for women aged 15-49 

years was 1.30 per women (1.11 in municipal and 

1.40 in non-municipal areas). The mean number of 

children ever born for older women is higher 

than of younger women (Table 2). 
 
 

When compared with the results from the 2006 

NSO survey of reproductive health, there was 

a slight increase in fertility by 2009.  The increase 

was more pronounced for women in the 20-24 

age group (from 0.44 to 0.59 in 2006 and 2009 

respectively). 

When examining mean number of children ever 

born for women nearing the end of their 

reproductive years (aged 45-49 years) the mean 

number of  children ever born was 2.15 per woman, 

with non-municipal higher than in municipal 

areas. This number increased between survey 

rounds for women in municipal areas (from 1.79 

to 1.89) but decreased for their non-municipal 

counterparts (from 2.33 to 2.28). 

Table 2   Mean number of children ever born by age group 

                of women and area, 2006 and 2009 

Total 
Municipal 

area 

Non-municipal 

area 
Age 

group 
2006 2009 2006 2009 2006 2009 

15 - 19 0.07 0.10 0.05 0.08 0.07 0.11 

20 - 24 0.44 0.59 0.25 0.42 0.54 0.66 

25 - 29 0.89 0.97 0.53 0.68 1.09 1.11 

30 - 34 1.37 1.43 0.95 1.10 1.59 1.62 

35 - 39 1.72 1.77 1.33 1.50 1.91 1.91 

40 - 44 1.93 1.97 1.59 1.69 2.09 2.11 

45 - 49 2.16 2.15 1.79 1.89 2.33 2.28 

Mean 1.23 1.30 0.93 1.11 1.37 1.40 
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1.5  Mean age at first birth 

The average age of first birth is an indicator of 

the RH of a population since there is a greater 

risk of complications and infant mortality if 

the women have not yet reached physical maturity.   

The survey result found that the mean age of 

first birth was 24.8 years which was a slightly 

increase in the mean age by 2009 (Table 3),  The 

result also found that women in non-municipal 

area were younger than those in municipal area 

(24.6 and 25.4 years respectively).  Women 

in Bangkok had the highest age at first birth 

among regions (27.6 years).   

Table 3  Mean age at first birth for women aged 

              15-49 years1/  by area and region, 2006 and 2009 

Area and region 2006 2009 

Whole kingdom 24.6 24.8 

Area   

   Municipal 25.4 25.4 

   Non-municipal 24.4 24.6 

Region   

   Bangkok 26.0 27.6 

   Central  25.1 24.8 

   North 24.6 24.1 

   Northeast 24.0 24.5 

   South 25.5 24.9 

 

  

Slightly over one-third (34.2%) of women aged 

15-49 years had no live births or single and 65.8% 

had live births. When examining the distribution 

of age at first birth by age group of women, it is 

found that most women had their first birth 

between the ages of 20-24, followed by women 

age under 20 years, and 25-29 years. These results 

are consistent with the findings of the 2006 survey 

(see Figure 4). 

Figure 4    Percentage of women aged 15-49 years by age  group 

                at first birth, 2006 and 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.6  Desire for additional children 

Among ever-married women aged 15-49 years, 

20.8% desired more children at the time of 

the 2009 RH survey (Figure 5).  Desire for more 

children is inversely related to age: younger women 

are more likely to want an additional child than 

older women.  Ever-married women in the 20-24 

and 15-19 age groups demonstrate higher 

proportions wanting an additional child (49.5% 

and 46.7% respectively) than women of other 

age groups. These findings probably reflect 

the higher proportion of childless women in these 

age groups than in the other age groups. Desire 

for additional children is also related to the current 

number of living children a woman has. Women 

with no children or one child desired additional 

children distinctly more than women with two or 

more children. 
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Figure 5   Percentage of ever-married women aged  
                 15-49 years who want more children by 
                 age group and number of living children, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.7  Mean number of children wanted 

The number of children wanted is an indirect 

indicator of completed fertility.  In this survey, 

the number of wanted children is the number of 

living children (including a current pregnancy) 

plus the number of additional children wanted. 

The ever-married women aged 15-49 years in 

the 2009 RH survey wanted 1.93 children (2.00 

for non-municipal and 1.76 for municipal 

women) (Table 4).  Women in the southern region 

had the highest wanted number of children, 

Bangkok the lowest.  Older women had slightly 

higher fertility wanted than younger women, 

suggesting declining fertility norms. When 

comparing the mean number of living children 

for ever-married women aged 15-49 years with 

their fertility aspirations, it was found that these 

women had only 0.26 less children than wanted.  

 

 

 
 
 

Table 4   Mean number of children wanted and mean 
                number of living children for ever-married 
                women aged 15-49 years by area, region 
                and age group, 2009 

Area and 

region 

Mean 

number 

 of 

children  

wanted 

Mean 

number 

of 

living 

children 

 

Age 

group 

(years) 

Mean 

number 

 of 

children 

wanted 

Mean 

number 

 of 

living  

children 

Whole 

kingdom 
1.93 1.67 

 Age 

group 

  

Area    15 - 19 1.21 0.57 

Municipal 1.76 1.54  20 - 24 1.55 0.92 

Non-municipal 2.00 1.72  25 - 29 1.69 1.21 

Region    30 - 34 1.88 1.60 

Bangkok 1.69 1.53  35 - 39 2.04 1.88 

Central 1.72 1.52  40 - 44 2.10 2.01 

North 1.75 1.53  45 - 49 2.23 2.18 

Northeast 2.08 1.78     

South 2.33 1.94     

 

1.8  Contraception 

1.8.1  Contraceptive use 

Appropriate use of contraception is important for 
the health of women and their children because:  
(1) it helps prevent pregnancy among sexually 
active women at the extreme age groups; (2) it 
helps in the spacing of births; and (3) helps 
women achieve their desired fertility goals.  In 
the 2009 RH survey, 79.6% of married women 
aged 15-49 years were using some method of 
contraception, representing a slight decline from 
81.1% in 2006 (see Figure 6). This decline occurred 
in all regions except for the south and northeast; 
contraceptive use was lowest in the south. 
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Figure 6   Percentage of married women aged 15-49 
                 years currently using contraception by region,  
                   2006 and 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.8.2  Method of contraception 

In 2009, 77.4% of married women aged 15-49 years 

or their husband were using a modern method of 

contraception (Table 5). The most common 

modern method used was the pill (35.0%) 

followed by female sterilization (23.7%), the injectable 

contraceptive (14.0%), condom (2.3%) and other 

modern methods (2.5%) which include emergency 

or post-coital contraception, implants, IUD, and 

male sterilization.  Among the 2.2% of women 

using traditional methods, 1.7% used safe period 

and 0.5% used other traditional methods. 

Use level and type of contraceptive methods 

used varied by age groups.  Women aged 30-44 

years were more likely to be using contraception 

than other age groups.  Younger women prefered 

temporary contraception more, and the pill more 

than other methods followed by injectable 

contraceptive. Women age 40-49 prefered permanent 

methods, primarily female sterilization followed 

by temporary contraception (pill). 

Table 5   Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years 
                according to use of contraception and method 
                by age group, 2009 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1.8.3  Reason for not using contraception 

Married women aged 15-49 years who are not 
using contraception mostly (32.8%) cite “desire 
more children” as the reason followed by “too 
old to conceive” or “no menses” (15.2%), 
“currently pregnant” (14.7%) and “husband not 
usually home” (10.1%) (Table 6). 

There are age differentials for reason for not using 
contraception. Approximately one-half of women 
aged 15-19 years were not using contraception 
because they were pregnant. One-third to one-half 
of women aged 20-39 years desired a pregnancy, 
and 28%-53% of women aged 40-49 years were 
not using contraception because they felt they 
were too old to conceive or were menopausal. 

Table 6  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years 
               not currently using contraception by reason for 
               not using by age group, 2009 
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% 

Whole 
kingdom 

Central North SouthNortheast Bangkok 

Use of contraception

and method Total 15 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 29 30 - 34 35 - 39 40 - 44 45 - 49
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(12,792,561) (400,711) (1,498,963) (1,964,077) (2,178,550) (2,358,783) (2,295,553) (2,095,924)

 Not using contraception 20.4 30.4 22.3 23.6 19.8 15.0 17.7 24.0
 Using at least 1 method 79.6 69.6 77.7 76.4 80.2 85.0 82.3 76.0

Modern contraception 77.4 68.4 75.8 74.2 77.7 82.6 80.0 74.2
-Oral contraceptive (pill) 35.0 44.3 49.8 45.5 38.0 34.3 27.0 19.2
-Female sterilization 23.7 1.0 4.1 10.6 21.5 29.6 34.0 38.6
-Injectable contraceptive 14.0 21.8 17.9 14.4 14.5 13.2 13.7 10.0
-Condoms 2.3 0.7 2.3 2.7 1.8 2.7 2.7 1.6
-Male sterilization 0.9 - - 0.1 0.4 0.9 1.2 2.8
-IUD 0.9 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.6 1.2 0.9 1.6
-Implant 0.4 0.2 0.8 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.2
-Emergency contraception 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.1

Traditional contraception 2.2 1.2 1.9 2.3 2.5 2.3 2.2 1.8

-Safe period 1.7 0.6 1.5 1.7 2.3 1.6 1.8 1.3
-Other methods 0.5 0.7 0.3 0.6 0.2 0.7 0.5 0.6

Age group (years)

Total 15 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 29 30 - 34 35 - 39 40 - 44 45 - 49
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

(2,615,742) (121,699) (334,687) (463,164) (430,751) (354,595) (407,403) (503,442)

 Desire more children 32.8 23.1 35.7 42.5 48.3 44.5 23.4 10.6

 Too old/menopausal 15.2 - - - 0.1 4.7 28.0 53.0

 Currently pregnant 14.7 47.6 28.5 23.4 17.7 9.4 2.7 0.3

 Husband not usually home 10.1 5.3 10.9 12.1 13.6 13.2 8.3 5.2

 Fear health effects 6.4 3.2 3.3 5.0 4.0 8.3 10.9 7.4

 Just had a child/post-partum 5.9 13.6 13.4 9.8 6.0 2.6 2.4 0.6

 Husband forbids contraceptive use 4.9 3.3 6.7 5.0 2.2 4.9 7.0 4.5

 Removed or dysfunctional uterus/ovaries 3.0 1.8 0.2 0.3 1.5 1.7 5.2 8.2

 Other 7.0 2.1 1.4 1.8 6.6 10.8 12.0 10.2

Age group (years)
Reason for not using contraception



 

2.  Maternal and child health (MCH) 

The assessment of MCH in this section is based 
on ever-married women aged 15-49 years whose 
last living child was under one year of age.  Thus, 
the results are not necessarily representative of all 
last live births in previous year of ever-married 
women, and this limitation should be taken into 
consideration when reviewing the following 
survey results. 

2.1 Intention of last pregnancy 

The respondents were asked if their last 
pregnancy was intended.  Specifically, they were 
asked if during their last pregnancy they desired 
that pregnancy at that time.  The results in Table 7 
show that among ever-married women aged 
15-49 years whose last living child was under 
one year of age, 75.9% said the last pregnancy was 
intended. Among the 16.2% who said the pregnancy 
was not intended, 5.5% said they wanted an 
additional child but not at that time, and 10.7% 
said they wanted no more children. It was found 
that 7.9% were indifferent. Nearly one-third (32.1%) 
of ever-married women aged 15-19 years did not 
plan the last pregnancy, or almost twice the level 
for all ever-married women aged 15-49 years.  
This may be a reflection of unreadiness to have 
a child among women in the teenage years. 

Table 7  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 
               and 15-19 years whose last living child is under 
               one year of age by whether the last pregnancy 
               was intended,  2009 

 

 

 

 

Among the women in both age groups who did 

not intend to have the last pregnancy, forgetting 

to take the pill or missed appointment for 

contraceptive injection was the most common 

reason for the contraceptive failure. The next 

most common reasons were that they were using 

a traditional method of contraception.  Among 

women aged 15-19 years, 25.6% had not planned 

on having sex (see Table 8). 

Table 8  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 

               and 15-19 years whose last living child is under 

                   one year of age and did not intend to get pregnant 

               with that child, by reason for not desiring 

             the last child, 2009 

Reason for not desiring 

 the last child 

15 – 49   

years 

15 – 19 

 years 

Total 100.0 100.0
(117,218) (21,537)

Forgot to take pill/injection 37.6 38.7 

Used traditional method  18.0 28.9 

       contraception   

Used modern contraception 8.2 0.9 

Didn’t think would be having sex 8.4 25.6 

Just delivered/post-partum 8.4 0.5 

No time to buy pill/ 4.2 0.6 

       receive any contraception   

Hardly be able to have child/ 2.5 0.9 

       infertile   

Didn’t want to contracept/ 2.2 - 

       stopped use   

Thought self too old/menopausal 1.9 - 

Allergic to the pill 1.5 - 

Pills past expiry date/ineffective 1.4 - 

Ignorant about how to contraception 1.1 3.0 

Husband forced her to have sex 1.0 0.9 

Other  3.6 - 

Total 100.0 100.0
(724,255) (67,021)

 Yes 75.9 61.4
 (Desired a pregnancy at that time)
 No 16.2 32.1
 - Desire more children but not at that time 5.5 9.3
 - Do not desire more children 10.7 22.8
 Indifferent 7.9 6.5

15-49 years 15-19 yearsWas the last pregnancy intended



 

2.2  Antenatal care (ANC) 

Nearly all (99.1%) of 724,255 ever-married 
women aged 15-49 years whose last living child 
was under one year of age had received ANC for 
the last pregnancy.  Fully 71.3% had their first 
ANC visit before 12 weeks of gestation, and 27.8% 
had their first ANC visit at 12 weeks gestation or 
later while 0.9% had no ANC (see Figure 7).  

The most common place of ANC was the local 
health center followed by a private hospital/clinic, 
or the local community (district) hospital (26.9%, 
24.0%, and 23.6% respectively). 

Figure 7  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 
                years whose last living child is under 1 year of 
                age by ANC and place of ANC, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For number of ANC visits of ever-married 
women who received ANC, 79.6% of the sample 
received four ANC check-ups at gestational ages of 
1-6 months, 7, 8, and 9 months.  Among the 20.4% 
who received less than four ANC check-ups, 
almost all (18.9%) had a pre-mature delivery 
(see Figure 8). 

Figure 8   Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 
                  years who received ANC check-ups during last 
                  pregnancy (current age under 1 year) by number 
                  of ANC check-ups and delivery, 2009 

 
 
 
 

 

2.3  Iron supplements during pregnancy 

Pregnant women are at risk of anemia which can 

be a factor in hemorrhaging, infection during 

delivery, and low birth-weight. Thus, it is 

recommended that all pregnant women consume 

iron supplements to prevent anemia as prescribed 

by a physician or trained ANC service provider. 

In this study of ever-married women aged 15-49 

years whose last living child was under age 

1 year, it was found that nearly all (99.5%) 

received iron supplements, and 89.7% took 

the supplements as prescribed (Figure 9).  Just 

under ten percent took only a portion of the iron 

supplements, and 0.4% abstained.  Only 0.5% 

did not receive the supplement through the ANC 

service. Therefore, anemia of pregnancy should 

not be a problem among Thai women. 

Figure 9  Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 

                years who received ANC for the last pregnancy  

                  (current age under 1 year) by consumption of 

                 iron supplements, 2009 
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2.4   ANC screening for HIV 

Among ever-married women aged 15-49 years 
whose last living child is under one year of age, 
91.6% were screened for HIV during an ANC 
visit for the last pregnancy (Figure 10).  Municipal 
women were screened slightly more than non-
municipal women (93.6% versus 91.1%).  More 
women in the central region (94.3%) were 
screened than those elsewhere; and women in 
the northeast had the lowest rate of HIV 
screening (89.2%).  Those not screened denied 
the HIV test. 

Figure 10    Percentage of ever-married women aged  
                     15-49 years who received ANC for the last 
                      pregnancy (current age under 1 year) and 
                      were screened for HIV during ANC by area 
                      and region, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.5  Husband’s participation in the MCH advice   

and information group 

The MOPH provides a service for husbands of 

pregnant women to participate in a group and 

receive advice and information from a health 

personnel about good MCH practices.  The intent 

is that spouses will play a greater role in 

preserving and protecting the health of the mother 

and child.   

The survey found that, among ever-married 

women aged 15-49 years whose last living child 

was under one year of age, 34.1% of their 

spouses participated in a group and received 

MCH advice and information from a health 

personnel, with non-municipal respondents 

having slightly higher spousal participation than 

municipal (35.7% versus 28.8%) (Figure 11).  

Participation of husbands was highest in the north 

(46.4%) and lowest in Bangkok (13.7%). 

Figure 11   Percentage of women aged 15-49 years whose 

                    last living child is under 1 year of age and  

                       whose husbands received advice and information 

                    about MCH from a health personnel by area

      and region, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.6  Child delivery 

The place of delivery of a birth and the personnel 

assisting during delivery are key variables 

related to the health outcomes of the mother and 

infant.   The cost of obstetric services and travel 

costs are also influential in determining the woman’s 

choice of place of delivery.  In this survey, it was 

found that more than 90% of the respondents 

delivered at a government hospital, 42%, or two 
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out of five, of these being community (district) 

hospitals (see Figure 12). Fully 38.1% of women 

delivered at government regional or general 

(provincial) hospitals, while 10.8% delivered at 

other types of public facilities.  In two-thirds of 

cases, the delivery was performed by a medical 

doctor, while one-third were delivered by nurses 

or public health officer. 

 
Figure  12  Percentage of ever-married women aged  
                    15-49 years whose last living child is under 
                    1 year of age by place of delivery and type 
                    of personnel assisting during delivery, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.7  Post-partum care 

The MOPH prescribes that there be two post-partum 

visits to mother and infant at 1 to 2 weeks and 

4 to 6 weeks post-partum.  The purpose of the visits 

is to prevent illness and mortality.  The post-partum 

check-up involves examination of the woman’s 

wounds related to delivery, the status of the uterus, 

 

cervical cancer screening, general post-partum  

symptoms, whether any pregnancy-related illness 

have resolved. Women are counseled on 

contraception, breast-feeding and exercise. 

The infant is examined to assess growth, physical 

abnormalities, and immunizations. 

From this survey of ever-married women aged 

15-49 years whose last living child was aged 

2 to 11 months1/ at the time of the interview, 

65.5% had received two post-partum visits as 

prescribed (slightly less than the examination rate 

for infants of 67.4%) (Figure 13). Non-municipal 

women and southern women had less post-partum 

care than municipal women and women in other 

regions.  That the mother had a slightly lower 

check-up rate than the child for all categories of 

residence and region is possibly due to the fact 

that sometimes the mother simply takes the infant 

for a check-up only. 

Figure 13  Percentage of ever-married women aged  

                    15-49 years whose last living child is aged 

                    2 to 11 months and received 2 post-partum 

                    check-ups for mother and child by area and 

                    region, 2009 
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72.3 

2.8  Breastfeeding  

Among ever-married women aged 15 to 49 years 

whose last live birth was under six months, fully 

320,000 (or 84%) breastfed that child in the previous 

24 hours. However only 15.1% practiced exclusive 

breastfeeding.  Over a quarter (27.3%) fed their 

infant just breastmilk and water, while 41.6% fed 

their infant other liquids/foods beside breastmilk 

such as fruit juice, infant formula, or crushed 

banana (Figure 14). 

Among the subgroup who fed their infants 

exclusive breastfeeding, 16.0% lived in non-

municipal areas and 12.2% in municipal locations. 

There were larger inter-regional differentials 

however.  Women in the northeast practiced 

the most exclusive breastfeeding (26.9%) followed 

by women in the south (10.4%) and least in 

Bangkok (1.7%). 

Figure 14   Percentage of ever-married women aged  

                   15-49 years whose last living child is under  

                    6 months according to infant feeding practices 

                    in the 24 hours prior to the interview by area 

                    and region, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.9 Reasons for not currently breastfeeding          

youngest child 

Among the 16.0% of ever-married women aged 

15-49 years whose last living child was under 

six months of age, and did not practice 

breastfeeding, just over half (52.6%) said their 

breasts weren’t producing enough milk, or that 

they had to work outside the home (33.8%).  

Considerably more municipal women cited 

“work outside the home” as the reason for not 

practicing breastfeeding, and twice as many 

cited this reason than cited “not having enough 

breastmilk” (49.2% versus 27.5%) (Figure 15). 

Figure 15   Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 

                    years whose last living child is under six months 

                       of age and did not breastfeed according to 

                       reason, by area, 2009 
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3.  Knowledge and understanding of AIDS 

Over the past several decades, the relevant 
agencies have conducted a number of public 
awareness campaigns to raise knowledge and 
understanding about AIDS.  A purpose of this 
survey is to obtain information on the level of 
knowledge and understanding of AIDS so that 
relevant agencies could use this information for 
their campaigned programs. Among this sample 
of women aged 15-59 years, 91.4% knew that 
condoms can prevent HIV, 87.6% knew that 
mutual fidelity can prevent HIV, 67.0% knew 
that mosquitos do not transmit HIV, 74.2% 
knew that sharing a meal with a people living 
with HIV/AIDS (PLHA) is not risky for HIV, 
and 68.8% knew that a healthy looking person 
can be infected by HIV.  But only 36.4% could 
answer all five of these knowledge questions 
correctly (Figure 16). 

Figure  16   Percentage of women aged 15-59 years  
                     who have correct knowledge and  
                    understanding of AIDS 1/,  2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

When examining women aged 15-59 years who 

could correctly answer all five knowledge 

questions.  It was found that younger and more 

educated women had greater AIDS knowledge 

than older, less educated women (Table 9). 
 

Table 9   Percentage of women aged 15-59 years who 

               could answer all 5 AIDS knowledge questions 

                correctly by age group and level of educational 

                attainment, 2009 

Age 

group 

Could 

answer all 

5 AIDS  

knowledge 

items 

correctly 

 

Level of  

educational 

attainment 

Could 

answer all 

 5 AIDS 

knowledge 

items 

correctly 

Total 36.4  Total 36.4 

15 - 19 42.8  No education/ 24.9 

20 - 24 40.4      pre-primary/other  

25 - 29 42.7  Primary education 30.3 

30 - 34 37.6  Lower secondary 41.3 

35 - 39 36.8      education  

40 - 44 36.1  Upper secondary 43.6 

45 - 49 32.7      education  

50 - 54 28.9  Lower diploma/ 48.2 

55 - 59 25.0      diploma  

   Bachelor degree 52.2 

       or higher  
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4.  Screening for breast and cervical cancer 

4.1  Screening for breast cancer 

Among women aged 30 to 59 years in the sample, 

58.1% had a breast examination in the past year.  

Among these, 23.6% were self-exams, 20.3% 

were conducted by a health personnel, and 14.2% 

were a combination of these (Figure 17). 

Women in non-municipal areas had a slightly 

higher level of breast examination than their 

municipal counterparts (59.8% versus 54.6%).  

Women in the north and northeast regions had 

the highest level of breast examination (64.9%  

and 63.3% respectively). Among regions, Bangkok 

was the only area in which the examination rate 

was below half of women (47.4%). 

Figure 17  Percentage of women aged 30-59 years 

                  according to experience of breast examination 

                   in the past year by area and region, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women with more education were more likely to 

have had a breast exam in the previous year, and 

this is especially true for those performing 

a self-exam (either with or without an exam by 

a health personnel) (Figure 18). 

Figure 18   Percentage of women aged 30-59 years according  
                      to experience of breast examination in the past  year 
                  by level of educational attainment, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2  Screening for cervical cancer 

Among women aged 30-59 years, 60.2% had 
a screening test for cervical cancer in the previous 
five years (Figure 19).  More non-municipal women 
(64.3%) had an exam than their municipal 
counterparts (52.1%).  Women in the north and 
northeast had the highest rates (69.0% and 67.3%).  
While Bangkok had been screened less than half 
(44.4%). 

In addition, more women 30-59 years whose last 
living child is under age one year had cervical 
cancer screening than those without a child 
under one year (74.2% versus 60.0%).  This may 
be due to the fact that cervical cancer screening 
is a routine part of post-partum care. 

Figure 19  Percentage of women aged 30-59 years who 
                   had experience of being screened for cervical 
                   cancer in the previous five years by area and 
                   region, 2009 
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It is noteworthy that screening for both breast 
and cervical cancer was lower in the municipal 
areas and Bangkok compared to non-municipal 
and non-Bangkok regions.  This could be due to 
the fact that screening motivation campaigns are 
often implemented through the network of village 
health volunteers (VHV), mobile health units, 
and health centers which are more prevalent in 
the non-municipal area.  It is also easier to access 
women in non-municipal households than 
in municipal areas, and this is especially true for 
Bangkok where most women work outside 
the home, or do not feel they have the time to go 
for the cancer screening.   

Fully 92.0% of the women aged 30-59 yerars 
who had experienced a screening exam for cervical 
cancer got the results of the test. More women 
in Bangkok got the test results, with slight 
differences among the other regions, with  
the exception of the northeast, in which only 87.4% 
of screened women were aware of the test results 
(Figure 20). 

Figure 20   Percentage of women aged 30-59 years who had 

                   experience of being screened for cervical 

                   cancer in the pervious five years according to 

      getting the results by region, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Domestic violence 

Increasingly the media is reporting cases of 

domestic violence.  In this survey, the women were 

asked only about spousal physical abuse in the past 

12 months. It is recognized that there is a tendency 

to under-report episodes of domestic violence.  

Among the married women aged 15-49 years in 

this survey, 97.1% said they did not experience 

spousal physical abuse in the past 12 months and 

only 2.9 said they have experience spousal abuse. 

Women aged 15-19 years were more likely to 

have experienced abuse (6.3%), followed by 

35-39 years (3.3%) while 40-49 years had 

the lowest level (2.3%). Women with lower 

educational attainment were more likely to have 

experienced spousal abuse than the more educated 

women in this survey. 

Table 10  Percentage of married women aged 15-49 years  
                who had experience of spousal abuse (in the 
                 past year) by age group and level of educational 
                attainment, 2009 

Age 

group 

(years) 

Spousal abuse 

in the past year 

 Level of 

educational  

attainment  

Spousal abuse 

in the past year 

Total 2.9  Total 2.9 

15 - 19 6.3  No education/ 3.6 

20 - 24 2.8      pre-primary/other  

25 - 29 2.4  Primary education 3.4 

30 - 34 2.7  Lower secondary  3.0 

35 - 39 3.3      education  

40 - 44 2.9  Upper secondary      2.0 

45 - 49 2.3      education  

   Lower diploma/     2.7 

      diploma  

   Bachelor degree      0.6 

      or higher  
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6.  Adolescent health 

Adolescent health is one important dimension of 

RH.  Adolescent health is also an indicator of social 

change which can occur rapidly and pervasively 

in this age group of the population.  This is especially 

true with regard to adolescent sex behavior.  

6.1  Sex education 

Currently, there is general social acceptance of 

the importance of sex education (see definition 

in chapter 1), and this topic can be part of formal 

instruction and conversation openly. Sex 

education is especially important for adolescents 

to help them understand and cope with the rapid 

physical and emotional transitions they are 

experiencing, so that they can accept these changes 

as something natural, and make appropriate health 

behavior and relationship decisions. 

This survey included interviews with youth aged 

15-24 years.  Most (88.8%) had received some 

formal instruction in sex education, family 

planning, and reproductive track infections.  

The most common venue for the sex education 

was in the lower secondary school grades (65.4%) 

followed by primary school grades (12.5%).  

Approximately one-tenth (11.2%) had not received 

any formal sex education. (Figure 21). 

By age, most adolescents in the 15-19 and 20-24 

age groups had experienced sex education in 

a lower secondary school class. More youth in 

the 20-24 age group had not received any sex 

education than their younger counterparts (14.2% 

and 8.2% respectively). 

 

Figure 21  Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years 
                  who received formal instruction in sex education, 
                       family planning, and reproductive track 
                    infections, by grade level of instruction and 
                    age group, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.2 Sexual Behavior 

From the survey in 2009, it was found that 41.4% 
of adolescents aged 15-24 years had ever had sex 
(comprising 12.4% single and 29.0% ever-married 
respondents). Among single, sexually active 
adolescents, there were seven times as many males 
as females (21.1% versus 3.4% respectively).  
(Table 11) 

Table 11 Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years 
by sex, marital status and whether ever had 
sex, 2009 

Marital status  

and ever had sex 
Total Male Female 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

  (10,502,568) (5,362,488) (5,140,080)

 Single 71.0 80.5 61.0 

      - Ever had sex 12.4 21.1 3.4 

      - Never had sex 52.3 51.6 53.0 

      - No response 6.3 7.8 4.6 

 Ever-married 29.0 19.5 39.0 
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6.3  Ever use of contraception 

Among the population aged 15-24 years, 

irrespective of marital stauts, 35.6% had ever used 

contraception.  Fewer adolescents aged 15-19 years 

had ever used contraception compared to those 

aged 20-24 years (15.7% and 55.6% respectively).  

More currently and ever-married adolescents had 

used contraception (83.5% and 70.3%) compared 

with single adolescents (16.2%) (Table 12). 

The lower use rate among the 15-19 year-olds is 

similar for males and females and municipal-

non-municipal (about 15%). More adolescents 

(15-19 years) in the north and central regions 

had ever used contraception (19.0%) while 

young adolescents in the south had the lowest 

ever-use rate (12.1%). More female adolescents 

aged 20-24 years had ever used contraception 

compared to males (57.8% versus 53.4%), as did 

more non-municipal adolescents aged 20-24 years 

than municipal (56.4% versus 53.4%).  Adolescents 

aged 20-24 years in the north had the highest 

ever-use of contraception (61.3%) while those in 

the south had the lowest level (46.7%). 

Table 12  Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years 
                 who ever used contraception by age group,  
                 sex, marital status and area, 2009 

Sex Total 
15–19  
years 

20–24 
 years 

Total 35.6 15.7 55.6 

Sex    

Male 34.5 15.7 53.4 

Female 36.7 15.6 57.8 

Marital status, 
area and region 

Total 
15–19  
years 

20–24 
years 

Marital status    

Single 16.2 8.5 29.7 

Married/living together 83.5 79.8 84.4 

Widowed/divorced/ 
   separated/ 

70.3 64.9 71.3 

   ever-married with     

   unknown status    

Area    

Municipal 34.8 15.9 53.4 

Non-municipal 35.9 15.6 56.4 

Region    

Bangkok 31.5 13.9 48.6 

Central  38.8 19.0 57.6 

North 40.3 19.6 61.3 

Northeast 34.6 13.5 56.6 

South 29.5 12.1 46.7 

 

When looking at adolescents who ever had sex 

(Table 13) ever-married adolescents used 

contraception slightly more than single adolescents 

(82.9% versus 82.7% respectively).  It is noteworthy 

that single, male adolescents used contraception 

more than their female counterparts (82.9% versus 

81.2% respectively). By contrast, when examining 

the data for ever-married adolescents, the 

proportion of males who used contraception was 

distinctly less than their female counterparts, or 

only 77.3%.  In addition, ever-married females 

used contraception more than their single 

counterparts (85.8% versus 81.2% respectively). 
 

 

 



 

Table 13  Percentage of sexually-active adolescents aged 15-24 years who had used contraception by marital status,  

                 age group, sex, area and region, 2009 
 

Sex, Single, ever had sex Ever-married 

area and region Total 15–19 yrs 20–24  yrs Total 15–19 yrs 20–24  yrs 

Total 82.7 83.5 82.3 82.9 79.2 83.7 

Sex       

Male 82.9 84.0 82.4 77.3 68.8 78.4 

Female 81.2 80.8 81.4 85.8 82.1 86.8 

Area       

Municipal 86.5 84.1 87.6 83.7 79.3 84.7 

Non-municipal 80.6 83.3 79.2 82.6 79.1 83.4 

Region       

Bangkok 88.5 88.6 88.5 77.7 73.6 78.7 

Central 83.4 82.4 83.9 88.6 86.0 89.3 

North 83.8 83.1 84.3 82.6 78.4 83.5 

Northeast 80.4 85.6 78.3 82.6 78.8 83.3 

South 81.0 78.8 81.9 75.6 68.2 77.0 

 

 

6.4  Contraceptive use at last sex 

Adolescents aged 15-24 years 
Among adolescents aged 15-24 years who had 

ever used contraception, 91.9%  used contraception 

at last sex. Most used the pill (44.9%) followed 

by the condom (31.4%), injectable (9.3%), and 

emergency contraception (1.8%).  Only 8.1% used 

no method of protection at last sex (Table 14). 

When comparing the patterns within the two age 

groups of 15-19 and 20-24 years, males reported 

using contraception more than females, but this 

response could refer to a male method or that used 

by their female partner.  In the younger age group 

(15-19), 72.7% of males reportted using a condom 

at last sex in contrast to only 49.0% among those 

aged 20-24 years. However, in the higher age group, 

female methods of contraception were more 

commonly used.  Female-reported use of the pill 

increased from 56.1% to 60.5% between those 

aged 15-19 and 20-24 years. 

 



 

*  Less than 0.1 

*  Less than 0.1 

Table 14   Percentage of adolescents aged 15-24 years who ever used contraception according to method used at last sex  
                  by age group and sex, 2009 

Total 15–19  years 20–24  years Method used  
at last sex Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

  Used contraception 91.9 95.2 88.6 91.9 96.7 86.8 91.9 94.7 89.1 

      1. The pill 44.9 29.9 59.6 34.8 14.5 56.1 47.8 34.5 60.5 

      2. Emergency contraception 1.8 2.6 1.1 3.1 4.9 1.2 1.5 2.0 1.0 

      3. Injectable 9.3 4.8 13.8 9.5 1.9 17.5 9.2 5.6 12.8 

      4. Implant 0.3 0.1 0.5 * * 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.6 

      5. IUD 0.4 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 * 0.8 

      6. Condom 31.4 54.4 8.8 42.0 72.7 9.7 28.4 49.0 8.5 

      7. Female sterilization 1.3 0.5 2.1 0.2 - 0.4 1.6 0.6 2.5 

      8. Safe period 1.9 2.0 1.8 1.6 2.0 1.1 2.0 2.0 2.0 

        9. Other 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.4 

  Did not use 8.1 4.8 11.4 8.1 3.3 13.2 8.1 5.3 10.9 

           contraception          

 
 
 

 Single adolescents aged 15- 24 years  
 who ever had sex 
When examining the data for single, sexually-

active adolescents aged 15-24 years who had 

ever used contraception, it can be seen that 
 

contraceptive use at last sex is rather high (98.9%) 

(Table 15). However, the method of contraception 

varies.  Single, sexually-active adolescents used 

only temporary methods of contraception, mostly 

condoms (71.9%) followed by the pill (18.9%).

Table 15   Percentage of sexually-active, single adolescents aged 15-24 years who ever used contraception according to 
                   method used at last sex by age group and sex, 2009 

Total 15–19 years 20–24 years 
Method used at last sex 

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Used contraception 98.9 99.0 98.7 97.9 98.2 96.4 99.4 99.4 99.9

   1. The pill 18.9 14.9 45.3 14.6 9.1 48.4 21.0 17.7 43.6 

   2. Emergency contraception 4.1 4.1 4.1 5.2 5.4 3.9 3.5 3.4 4.2 

   3. Injectable 1.2 0.5 6.0 1.8 0.5 9.4 1.0 0.5 4.2 

   4. IUD 0.1 0.1 - 0.2 0.2 - - - - 

   5. Condoms 71.9 76.7 40.1 73.1 79.4 34.1 71.4 75.9 43.4 

   6. Safe period 2.0 1.8 3.1 2.5 2.8 0.4 1.7 1.3 4.5 

  7. Other 0.8 0.9 * 0.6 0.7 0.1 0.9 1.1 - 

Did not use contraception 1.1 1.0 1.3 2.1 1.8 3.6 0.6 0.6 0.1



 

*  Less than 0.1 

 Ever-married adolescents aged 15 - 24 years 
When examining the data for ever-married 

adolescents aged 15-24 years who had ever used 

contraception, contraceptive use at last sex was 

lower than for the single adolescents who had 

ever had sex (88.6% versus 98.9% respectively).   

Ever-married adolescents preferred to use the 

pill (57.6%) followed by the injectable 

contraceptive and condoms.  Among the younger 

adolescents, contraceptive use was lower than 

among their older counterparts (86.5% for 

adolescents aged 15-19 years versus 89.0% for 

adolescents aged 20-24 years).  (Table 16) 
    

Table 16  Percentage of ever-married adolescents aged 15-24 years who ever used contraception according to method used 
                 at last sex by age group and sex, 2009 

 
 

Total 15–19 years 20–24  years 
Method used at last sex 

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Used contraception 88.6 90.4 87.7 86.5 91.3 85.4 89.0 90.3 88.3 

1. The pill 57.6 49.8 61.2 53.8 35.9 58.0 58.4 51.3 62.1 

2. Emergency contraception 0.6 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.4 0.8 

3. Injectable contraceptive 13.2 10.3 14.6 17.0 8.2 19.1 12.5 10.6 13.4 

4. Implant 0.4 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.6 

5. IUD 0.5 * 0.7 0.1 - 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.9 

6. Condoms 11.8 25.3 5.4 13.1 46.3 5.3 11.5 23.0 5.5 

7. Female sterilization 1.9 1.1 2.3 0.3 - 0.4 2.2 1.3 2.7 

8. Safe period 2.0 2.6 1.7 1.0 - 1.3 2.2 2.9 1.8 

9. Other 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 - 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.5 

Did not use contraception 11.4 9.6 12.3 13.5 8.7 14.6 11.0 9.7 11.7 
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Table 31    Number and percentage of ever-married women aged 15 - 49 years whose last living child is aged 2 to 11 months

                   by received 2 post-partum check-ups for mother and child, age group, level of educational attainment, 

                   area and region, 2009

 

Number % Number % Number %

599,678 100.0 392,662 65.5 404,098 67.4 Whole kingdom

 ( ) Age group (years)

15-19 51,422 100.0 33,863 65.9 32,257 62.7 15-19

20-24 181,448 100.0 110,141 60.7 120,280 66.3 20-24

25-29 149,329 100.0 101,165 67.7 99,960 66.9 25-29

30-34 143,424 100.0 95,720 66.7 99,619 69.5 30-34

35-39 49,831 100.0 32,666 65.6 33,010 66.2 35-39

40-44 21,651 100.0 17,106 79.0 17,070 78.8 40-44

45-49 2,574 100.0 2,000 77.7 1,901 73.9 45-49

Level of educational attainment

/ / 24,733 100.0 17,921 72.5 17,920 72.5 No education/pre-primary/other

156,721 100.0 100,926 64.4 109,538 69.9 Primary education   

183,066 100.0 118,416 64.7 120,733 66.0 Lower secondary education

122,994 100.0 78,271 63.6 78,713 64.0 Upper secondary education

./ ./ 31,851 100.0 14,767 46.4 15,682 49.2 Lower diploma/diploma

80,314 100.0 62,361 77.6 61,511 76.6 Bachelor degree or higher

Area

140,359 100.0 102,620 73.1 105,308 75.0 Municipal area

459,320 100.0 290,042 63.1 298,789 65.1 Non - municipal area

Region

40,002 100.0 32,436 81.1 32,944 82.4 Bangkok metropolis

118,477 100.0 77,057 65.0 78,480 66.2 Central region 

( ) (excluding Bangkok metropolis)

97,603 100.0 63,232 64.8 65,725 67.3 Northern region

232,615 100.0 151,276 65.0 153,732 66.1 Northeastern region

110,982 100.0 68,661 61.9 73,217 66.0 Southern region

 Received 2 post-partum check-ups

child is aged 2 to 11 months

 2-11 

 2 

 15-49 

Ever-married women aged

 15 - 49 years whose last living Mother Child
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Table 32   Number and percentage of ever-married women aged 15 - 49 years whose last living child is under 6 months

                  by breastfeeding, age group,  level of educational attainment, area and region, 2009

 

Number % Number % Number % Number %

379,957 100.0 319,097 84.0 50,351 13.3 10,509 2.8 Whole kingdom

 ( ) Age group (years)

15-19 35,597 100.0 27,531 77.3 7,335 20.6 731 2.1 15-19

20-24 119,980 100.0 105,407 87.9 11,991 10.0 2,582 2.2 20-24

25-29 97,385 100.0 79,911 82.1 14,117 14.5 3,358 3.4 25-29

30-34 86,835 100.0 72,000 82.9 11,979 13.8 2,856 3.3 30-34

35-39 28,118 100.0 24,779 88.1 2,436 8.7 903 3.2 35-39

40-44 10,175 100.0 9,469 93.1 626 6.2 b/ b/ 40-44

45-49 1,867 100.0 a/ a/ 1,867 100.0 a/ a/ 45-49

Level of educational attainment

/ / 11,967 100.0 10,690 89.3 321 2.7 956 8.0 No education/pre-primary/other

87,724 100.0 78,658 89.7 7,262 8.3 1,803 2.1 Primary education   

117,552 100.0 103,877 88.4 11,038 9.4 2,637 2.2 Lower secondary education

83,707 100.0 62,030 74.1 17,613 21.0 4,064 4.9 Upper secondary education

./ ./ 24,374 100.0 18,014 73.9 5,959 24.4 402 1.6 Lower diploma/diploma

54,633 100.0 45,828 83.9 8,158 14.9 647 1.2 Bachelor degree or higher

Area

92,887 100.0 75,562 81.3 14,532 15.6 2,792 3.0 Municipal area

287,070 100.0 243,535 84.8 35,818 12.5 7,717 2.7 Non - municipal area

Region

26,935 100.0 23,036 85.5 3,471 12.9 428 1.6 Bangkok metropolis

79,875 100.0 57,763 72.3 16,499 20.7 5,614 7.0 Central region 

( ) (excluding Bangkok metropolis)

59,699 100.0 48,096 80.6 10,616 17.8 987 1.7 Northern region

146,230 100.0 132,054 90.3 13,934 9.5 242 0.2 Northeastern region

67,218 100.0 58,148 86.5 5,831 8.7 3,238 4.8 Southern region

               a /   a/   No sample available on survey

               b /   b/   Found small samples on survey

     Yes      No

 Total

NeverEver and currently breastfeeding

       Breastfeeding
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 50    15 - 24   

                       . .2552

Table 50   Number and percentage of male adolescents aged 15 - 24 years by whether circumcised, age group, 

                  marital status, level of educational attainment, area and region, 2009

 

Number % Number % Number % Number %

5,362,488 100.0 453,137 8.5 4,695,471 87.6 213,880 4.0 Whole kingdom

 ( ) Age group (years)

15-19 2,691,612 100.0 242,923 9.0 2,337,250 86.8 111,439 4.1 15-19

20-24 2,670,876 100.0 210,214 7.9 2,358,221 88.3 102,441 3.8 20-24

Marital staus

4,319,021 100.0 381,305 8.8 3,764,501 87.2 173,214 4.0 Single

1,043,467 100.0 71,832 6.9 930,969 89.2 40,666 3.9 ever-married

Level of educational attainment

/ / 117,790 100.0 15,548 13.2 100,301 85.2 1,941 1.6 No education/pre-primary/other

1,100,105 100.0 131,238 11.9 913,266 83.0 55,600 5.1 Primary education   

2,493,280 100.0 183,637 7.4 2,224,079 89.2 85,565 3.4 Lower secondary education

1,272,915 100.0 101,357 8.0 1,124,747 88.4 46,811 3.7 Upper secondary education

./ ./ 235,277 100.0 12,710 5.4 199,939 85.0 22,627 9.6 Lower diploma/diploma

143,122 100.0 8,647 6.0 133,139 93.0 1,336 0.9 Bachelor degree or higher

Area

1,432,336 100.0 114,945 8.0 1,268,217 88.5 49,174 3.4 Municipal area

3,930,152 100.0 338,192 8.6 3,427,254 87.2 164,706 4.2 Non - municipal area

Region

348,568 100.0 36,423 10.4 310,123 89.0 2,022 0.6 Bangkok metropolis

1,206,873 100.0 40,812 3.4 1,120,872 92.9 45,189 3.7 Central region 

( ) (excluding Bangkok metropolis)

990,246 100.0 34,851 3.5 909,218 91.8 46,177 4.7 Northern region

1,977,295 100.0 15,364 0.8 1,848,339 93.5 113,593 5.7 Northeastern region

839,506 100.0 325,687 38.8 506,919 60.4 6,899 0.8 Southern region

Total

Yes No

      Circumcised

No answer
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Survey methodology 
 

1.  Sample Design 

 A Stratified Two - Stage Sampling was adopted for the survey. Provinces were constituted strata.  

The primary and secondary sampling units were blocks for municipal areas/villages for non - municipal areas 

and private households respectively. 

 1.1  Stratification 

 Provinces were constituted strata. There were altogether 76 strata. Each stratum was divided 

into two parts according to the type of local administration, namely municipal areas and non - municipal areas. 

1.2  Selection of Primary Sampling Unit 

 The sample selection of blocks / villages were performed separately and independently in 

each part by using probability proportional to size - total number of households. The total sample 

blocks/villages was 1,449 from 109,966 blocks / villages. 

 The total number of sample blocks/villages selected for enumeration by region and type of local 

administration was as follows : 

 

Region Total Municipal Areas Non - Municipal Areas 

 Bangkok Metropolis 78 78 - 

 Central (excluding 492 270 222 

      Bangkok Metropolis)    

 North 309 174 135 

 Northeast 324 180 144 

 South 246 132 114 

Total 1,449 834 615 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 1.3  Selection of Secondary Sampling Unit 

 Private households in each sample block/village were divided into 2 groups classified by 

characteristic of household members as follows: 

 Group 1   :  private households with women having a child aged under 1 year 

 Group 2   :  private households with no women having a child aged under 1 year 

 The sample selections of private households in each group were performed independently, 

i.e. every household in group 1 was selected for enumeration and the private households in group 2 were 

selected using systematic sampling method with the following sample size:  

 Municipal areas   :   18 sample households per block 

 Non - municipal areas    :   15 sample households per village 

 The table below shows the total number of sample private households selected for the 

enumeration by region, type of local administration and group of private households. 

 

Total Municipal Areas Non - Municipal Areas 
Region 

Total Group 1 Group 2 Total Group 1 Group 2 Total Group 1 Group 2

Bangkok Metropolis 1,591 187 1,404 1,591 187 1,404 - - - 

Central  (excluding 

     Bangkok Metropolis) 
10,127 1,937 8,190 5,658 798 4,860 4,469 1,139 3,330 

North 6,173 1,016 5,157 3,593 461 3,132 2,580 555 2,025 

Northeast 6,864 1,464 5,400 3,889 649 3,240 2,975 815 2,160 

South 5,362 1,276 4,086 2,797 421 2,376 2,565 855 1,710 

Total 30,117 5,880 24,237 17,528 2,516 15,012 12,589 3,364 9,225 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

2.  Method of Estimation 

  The survey results were presented separately for the Bangkok Metropolis and the remaining          

75 provinces were classified by region, municipal areas and non-municipal areas.  

 

  Let g    =    1 , 2 , 3 , ... , 11     ( age - sex group ) 

   k    =    1 , 2 , 3 , ... , hijm    ( sample block / village ) 

   j     =    1 , 2      ( type of local administration ) 

   i     =    1 , 2 , 3 , ... , hA      ( province )  

   h    =    1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5     ( region ) 

 

2.1  Characteristic of Persons 

 1)  Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X  for the gth  

  age - sex  group,  jth area,   hth  region was based on the formula : 

 

    Y
y
x

         x 1hjg
1hjg

1hjg
1hjg                       ....................... (1) 

 

where 1hjgx    is the ordinary estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic 

X  

              for the gth  age - sex group,  jth area,  hth  region. 

 

1hjgy   is the ordinary estimate of the total population for the gth age - sex group, 

               jth area,  hth  region. 

 

1hjgY   is the estimate, based on the population projection of the total population              

for the gth age - sex group,   jth area,  hth region. 

         

 

          Population Projections for Thailand 2000-2030,  National  Economic and Social Development Board,  

          The Tenth National Economic and Social Development Planning, October 2007. 
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The formula of the estimate from a stratified two - stage sampling was as follows : 

 i )  
hA

1i
1hijg1hjg x            x                            ....................... (2) 

 

 where  1hijgx  is the ordinary estimate of the total number of persons characteristic  X  for  the  

gth age - sex  group,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

         x
n
N

  x 
P

1 
m

1         x 12hijkg
2hijk

2hijk
11hijkg

hijm

1k hijkhij
1hijg   

 

11hijkgx  is the total number of persons in group 1 with characteristic X  for the gth age - sex group,  

kth sample block / village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

hijkP     is the probability of selection of the  kth sample block / village,  jth area,  ith 

province,  hth region. 

 

hijm   is the total number of sample blocks / villages in the jth area, ith province,  hth region. 

 

12hijkgx  is the total number of persons in group 2 with characteristic X  for the gth age - sex group,  

kth sample block / village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

2hijkN   is the total number of listing households in group 2 for the  kth sample block/ village,  

jth area,   ith province,   hth region. 

 

2hijkn   is the total number of sample households in group 2 for the kth sample block/ village,            

jth area,   ith province,   hth region. 

 

hA        is the total number of provinces in the hth region and 76       A
5

1h
h  



 

  

 ii ) 
hA

1i
1hijg1hjg y              y                             ..................... (3) 

 

 where   1hijgy     is the ordinary estimate of the total population for the gth age - sex group,  jth area,  

ith province,  hth region. 
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11hijkgy  is the total number of the population enumerated in group 1 for the gth age - sex  group,  

kth  sample block / village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

12hijkgy  is the total number of the population enumerated in group 2 for the gth age - sex  group,  

kth  sample block / village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

2) Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X  for the gth age - sex  group, 

        hth region was based on the formula : 
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1j
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3) Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X  for the  jth area, 

       hth region was based on the formula : 
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4) Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X  for the gth age - sex group 

       of the whole kingdom was based on the formula : 
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1h
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5) Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X for the  jth area of 

       the whole kingdom was based on the formula : 
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6) Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X  for the hth region 

       was based on the formula : 
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7) Adjusted estimate of the total number of persons with characteristic X  for the whole kingdom 

       was based on the formula : 
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 2.2  Characteristic of Households (Private Households) 

 1)  Adjusted estimate of the total number of characteristic X  of  household for the  jth area,  

hth  region was based on the formula : 

        

                 Y
y
x

         x 2hj
2hj

2hj
2hj                                  ...................... (10) 

 

 where  2hjx  is the ordinary estimate of the total number of characteristic X of household in 

the jth  area,    hth region. 

 

 2hjy  is the ordinary estimate of the total number of households in the  jth area,  hth region. 

 

 2hjY  is the estimate, based on the population projection, of the total number of 

households in the jth area,  hth region. 

 

The formula of the estimate from a stratified two - stage sampling was as follows : 

 

 i )  
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 where     2hijx  is the ordinary estimate of the total number of characteristic X of  household in 

group1 for the jth  area,  ith province,  hth region. 
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 21hijkx  is the characteristic X of every sample household in group 1 for the kth sample 

block/village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

  22hijkx   is the characteristic X of every sample household in group 2 for the kth sample 

block/village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

 ii )  
hA

1i
2hij2hj y          y                                         ……………… (12) 

         where   2hijy  is the ordinary estimate of the total number of households in the jth area, ith province,  

hth region. 
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 21hijky  is the total number of the household enumerated in group 1  for the kth  sample 

block / village,  jth area,  ith province,  hth  region. 

 

2)  Adjusted estimate of the total number of characteristic X  of household for the jth area of 

     the whole kingdom was based on the formula : 
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H2(col.61) (col.62)



                    

1. Region…………………………………………………………………Province………………….……………………………..……  

2. Amphoe/khet….…………………………………………………Tambon……………………...………….…….………………  

3. Household address…………………….………………………………...……………………………….……………………   

4. Municipal area ED…………………………………………… BLK………………………………………………………...….    

   Non-municipal area ED……………Village No………………Village name………………………………..……   

5. Sample block/village No…………………………………………...………………………………………………………..    

6. Month.....................................................................2009                 

7. Private household No. ............................................................................................................

8.  Number of persons in this hosehold. At enumerating stage…………………………..….….persons

9.  Number of women aged 15-59 years in this household. At enumerating stage.........................persons

10. Number of women aged 15-59 years with a child aged under 1 year. At enumerating stage…...….persons 

11. Number of men aged 15 - 24 years in this household.  At enumerating stage...........................persons

12. Result of household enumeration (record code)

Response Non-response

Listing Enumeration Listing Enumeration

1. Sample household 1. Household sample Visited 3 times but 21

     1.1  Occupied  Enumerated 11   unable to contact

 Fired/demolished 12 Refuse to cooperate 22

 Empty/vacant 13 Mis-address 23

2. Non-sampled household  Enumerated 14 2. Other (specify)………………………. 24

   (Proxy household)

     

     Enumeration : Date..….....Month…………..…..2009             Edition and data entry : Date............Month…….…….……2009

     Name - Surname...................................……………………             Name - Surname.................................................................…

                        Enumerator                                                   Editor and coder    

                                         Signature................................................................Inspector

                                                     (................................................................)

                                              Position...................................................…………...

Code Code
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HH_NO 22 - 23

5 2MONTH_YR 18 - 21

       AMP           TMB

4 - 7

8 - 11AREA ED

   BLK_VIL 12 - 13

1 - 3

          REG       CWT    

RH

   ENUM 32 - 33

24 - 25MEMBERS

Confidential

Number….….of…..….for this household

l

(Ask only private household)

MALE

FEMALE 26 - 27

   MOM 28 - 29

(Please provide the answers on oneself own)

Benefits of this survey to the Thai people

     Data obtained would be used by public and private sectors for appropriate policy formulation on reproductive health, such as;

     -  Public advocacy on reproductive health to promote understanding and proper prevention i.e. family planning and antenatal care

     -  Service management for the people to equally and easily access to reproductive health service

     -  For study and understanding regarding reproductive health eg. preventing pregnancy, preventing infectious of reproductive organ

     -  For promoting 6-month breast feeding, for benefits in nutrition and child development
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Section 1 Household members' characteristics 

Ask women aged 15-59 years and men aged 15-24 years

No. in order Name-Surname Sex Age Religion Marital status

The last No.  Please record everyone Record code Record code Record code Record age in Record code Record code

must equal to      in order  Enumerated Household head....…. 1 Male....…..…1 complete year  Buddhism…… 1 Single............…….…1

the number of  1.Women aged 15-59 years (answer on one's own). 1 Spouse..……...…………. 2 Female..……2  Islam……..………2 Married………………2

household    from elder to younger Unmarried child.….... 3  Christianity……3 Widowed..........……3

members at the  2.Men aged 15-24 years  Fail to enumerate Married child..…....……4  Other Divorced.............…4

cover page    from elder to younger    (3 visits could not Son/daughter in law…5     (specify)……4 Seperated……………5

(item 9+item11)     meet respondent)……2 Grandchild......…...……6  Ever married with

every person  Parent/spouse's  unknown status…6

  parent...…………………7

Relatives..................… 8

 Non-relative resident

  and servant............. 9

A1 A2 A3 A6

  34                    37                  38        39   40           42              43 

A4 A7A5 A8

Result of enu-

meration of person

Relation to head

of household

36

REC_NO

2

(Go to next col.)

(Stop an interview)

I   2   3        5        7   8       0Sample of writing figures



Section 1 Household members' characteristics (contd.)

Ask women aged 15-59 years and men aged 15-24 years Note for
Next Questions

"During 12 months "If yes what kind of welfare?"

before an interview 

what did you do?" If there are both state welfare and others, - If A8 = 1 (Single)

Skip to Sec.6

Record code Record code

 No education……………..……... 1  Working  Yes, welfare from the government - If A8 = 2 (married/

 Pre-primary education...…..…2    Government employee.............. 1      Universal coverage card  (UC)                 cohabiting)

 Primary education...…..….……3    Government enterprise         Registered at current residence......................................... 1 Continue

 Lower secondary education…4          employee…………...…..….……2         Registered at the other residence...................................... 2

 Upper secondary education    Private employee....................... 3     Social security/worker's compensation fund (SSS) .............. 3 - If A8 = 3-6 (Ever married)

    General…………...…..….…….. 5    Business/own-account     Civil servant medical benefits scheme (CSMBS).................. 4 Skip to Sec.3

    Vocational.………….……..….. 6          worker…………………………..…4  Yes, welfare from others

 Lower diploma/diploma………7    Agriculturist…………………………. 5     Private health insurance…………………..……….....................………5

 Bachelor degree……………....…8    Labourer...................................... 6     Health insurance covered by employer……………………………..6

 Higher degree..…..……..….....…9    Other (specify)............................ 7     Others (specify)........................................................................... 7 Skip to Sec.7

 Other (specify)…………..….……10  Not working.................................. 8  No welfare……………………………………………..…..................……………8

1
st

welfare

A11

                 44                           46                       47                         48

attainment?"

A9 A10

2
nd

 welfare

A12

(Not more than 2 answers and order your major welfare first 

 "Currently, do you receive any health welfare?"

Record code

Education

"What was your highest

please record state welfare first)

Occupation

level of education

3

Women 15 - 59 years

Men 15 - 24 years



Section 2  Behavior and attitude toward family planning 

Ask married/cohabiting women aged 15 - 59 years (A8 = 2)
Husband's age

"Before married you and your husband ever received

"How old is the counseling and blood screening for Thalassemia

your husband?" and HIV/AIDS?"

contraception?"

Record code

Record complete    Yes,   Yes………………………... 1

 year of age  Ever         Get the result of the test........................................................... 1

      Both……...…….....……..................... 1        Don't know the result of the test……...…….....……................... 2   No……………………………2

      Only wife…...………....................... 2   No,……………......................................................................................... 3

      Only husband…......…................... 3   Don't know/not sure.......................................................................... 4

 Don't know about husband but

      Wife ever received...................... 4

      Wife never received.................... 5

 Never for both.........…..…..…....……..… 6

Thalassemia

Wife Husband Wife

A13 A15 A16 A17 A19

                49                                  51           52           53           54            55                   56

Husband

about family planning

A18A14

using

HIV/AIDS

Record code

"Currently, are you 

and your husband

Record code

information and counseling

from health personnel?"

"Before married you and 

 your husband ever received

4

(Go to next col.)

(Skip to A22)



Section 2  Behavior and attitude toward family planning  (contd.)

Ask married/cohabiting women aged 15 - 59 years (A8 = 2)

Ask women who don't use contraception (A19 = 2)
Infertility

contraception will

Record code Record code Record code Record code

 Pill………………………………1  Government hospital………………1  Desire more children……………………1 Pill……………………….…………1

 Emergency  Health center/  Fear health effects………………………2  Emergency

   contraception ….......... 2        public health center......... 2  Husband forbids    contraception............... 2

 Injectable  Mobile clinic………………..………. 3     contraceptive use…………..………. 3 Injectable contraceptive…3

   contraceptive……………3  Health volunteer…..…...............…4  Husband not usually home………… 4 Implant………………………… 4

 Implant…………………………4  Private hospital/clinic..……….... 5  Too expensive………………................ 5 IUD………………………………. 5

 IUD………………………………5  Pharmacy………….………………..... 6  Currently pregnant………………........ 6 Condom…………………………6 Record code

 Condom………………………6  Shop……………..……….………........ 7  Just delivered/abortion…………………7 Female sterilization……… 7   Yes,

 Female sterilization………7  Other (specify)………………..………8  Too old/menopausal…………………… 8 Male sterilization……………8      Government hospital............. 1

 Male sterilization…………8  Didn't get from anywhere  Difficulty in service accessibility…9 Safe period……………………9      University hospital................. 2

 Safe period………………… 9  (Used periodic abstinence,etc. 9  No such kind of method available 10 Other (specify)……………...10      Private hospital/clinic…………3

 Other (specify)…………… 10  Other (specify)…………….................. 11 Won't use......................... 11   No,...................…......…...……........ 4

  Not applicable (menopausal)……5

             57                            59                           60               62                              64

A20

"Why are you not using

A21 A22

"Where do you and your

husband get contraceptive

"Which method of

 contraception do

husband mainly use?"

 you use in

the future?"

contraception?"

A24A23

(Skip to Sec.3)

"Where have you ever 

received an advice/

 health personnel about

checking up from the public

an infertiled problem?"

Ask women who used contraception (A19 = 1)

you and your (Record only one main reason)

(Still have sexual intercourse)

Ask women who don't 
use contraception 

and have no child,

in last 2 years

"Which method of

service?"

5



Section 3  Marriage and fertility

Ask married and ever married women aged 15 - 59 (A8 = 2 - 6)
Children ever born (excluding Ask women who have children  (A26 + A27 > 0)
 stepchildren/adopted children) Age at first Readiness for

birth

"How old were "How many "How many "How old

you at your children ever children were you

first married born who ever born when you Used but pregnant,

 or started currently alive?" who had died?" delivered

cohabiting?" (Include children the first        Used other method.......... 2

live in this household birth?" Just delivered/abortion.............. 3

  and elsewhere) Being forced to have sex 

Record code

 Desired a pregnancy Forgot to take pill/injection…… 6

Can't afford to buy pill/other

Record complete Record number Record number Record    but not at that time....... 2   appliance ………........................ 7

year of age of children of children complete Not able to access the service 8

year of age Indifferent............................ 4 No time to buy/receive any

If no record "0" if no record "0" Too old/menopausal................... 10

in the right box in the right box Other (specify)............................ 11

A25 A26 A27 A29 A30

       65          67       69                71 72                       74                     75

A28

 want to have?"

how many 

more/additional

record number

children do you

If no record "0"

in the right box

If want more,

A31

then?"

Desire for

children

 sub-fecund couple)

(include the

children you

have now,

additional

"All children of every marriage"
Ask, who recorded A30=2-3

pregnancy with 

"At that time you

the last child

number of to avoid pregnancy?"

"What are the main reasons 

 for not using contraception"Besides the

became pregnant

with your last child,

did you desire to

become pregnant 

6

         withdrawal................ .1

Record code

     by husband............................. 4

  Used safe period/

         Didn't think would be

     having sex............................... 5

at that time...................1

Desired more children

children…….…..….……..…3

Did not desire more

(If record code 2, 3
go to next col.)

(If record code 1, 4
skip to Sec.4)

     contraception…....................... 9



Section 4  Maternal and child health

Ask married and ever Ask married and ever married women aged 15 - 59 years, having a child aged under 1 year

 married women aged (A8 = 2 - 6  and A32 = 1)
Ask who had antenatal care  (A34 = 1 - 2)

"Did you have antenatal

check-ups as scheduled?"

Record code Record code           

 Yes,  Health center/           Yes...........…….……....……………………………1

 If Yes, record code 1 in A32     Before 12 weeks (3 months)       public health center........ 1           No…..........….……….....…………………………2

 and record age of a child in A33             gestation....................... 1 Public health center (in BKK)…2           Delivered…….……….....…………………………3

    Since 12 weeks (3 months) Community hospital………..….. 3

 If No, record code 2 in A32             gestation and more..... 2 Regional/general hospital………4

 and blank in A33 University hospital……..…........ 5

                   Record code Other public hospital……..………6

    Yes.…….......……..…...........1  No…………………….…………............. 3 Private hospital/clinic……………7

Other (specify)………………...….. 8

    No.…….…….…...……..........2

Having a child Child's age (month) First 6 months 7 
th
month 8 

th
month 9 

th
month

A32 A33 A36 A37 A38 A39

         77        78                              80                            81        82        83        84        85

last birth under 1 year  

of age?"

"Did you see anyone 

  the pregnancy of your antenatal care for 

     Record code

for antenatal care for 

A34 A35

(A8 = 2-6 and (A26 + A27>0))

"Is your

 15 - 59 years, having a child

Age of the last birth

last birth?" this pregnancy?"

"Where did you go for

7

(And record age of child in A33)

(Skip to Sec.5)

(If record code 1 - 2

(Skip to A43)

go to next col.)



Section  4 Maternal and child health (contd.)

Ask married and ever married women aged 15 - 59 years, having a child aged under 1 year
(A8 = 2 - 6  and A32 = 1)

Ask who had antenatal care  (A34 = 1 - 2)

"During pregnant of 

the last birth, were you 

exposure to second-hand smoke

and from whom in your

    

Record code Record code Record code Record code Record code

  Yes,  Yes,  Do not know it's needed 1  Yes.......................................................... 1   Ever…………...............…….…………1

    Took as prescribed……………1    Get the result of the test.1  Do not see importance… 2  No........................................................... 2   Never………..................………..……2

    Sometimes took the    Don't know the result  No time.…………………………3

        supplement...………..………2        of the test…………………2  No money…………............. 4

    Didn't take......…..………………3  No….…...…………………........... 3  Not convenient 

  No………..………………………………4  Don't know/not sure….…...…4       to travel……………………5

Wife   Other (specify)……..…..… 6 Wife Husband

A41 A44 A45

                           86        87        88                      89       90       91        92                            93

 about maternal and child given any information

birth?"

 for HIV/AIDS?"

A47

personnel?"

Husband Other

household?"

A40 A43A42

"During prenatal period,

the group for getting

have antenataliron supplements

pregnancy, were you

A46

 health care from health

did your husband ever join

counseling and information 

antenatal visits for the

 and your husband

"During any of the "Why did not you 

Ask who had not

antenatal care (A34 = 3)

and blood screening

"Did you receive

 antenatal care 

and follow prescription?"

care for the last

Husband's

participation

Exposure to second-hand 

smoke during pregnancy

8



Section  4 Maternal and child health (contd.)

Ask married and ever married women aged 15 - 59 years, having a child aged under 1 year
(A8 = 2 - 6 and A32 = 1)

Birth weight Post-partum check-ups

"How much did your

last birth weight?" birth receive post-partum 

Record code Record code

 Health center/  Medical doctor………….1 Record code Record weight in gram Record code

      public health center.......... 1  Nurse……………...…......... 2  Natural   Yes………...………..….......…………….......1

 Community hospital………..……2  Public health officer……3    delivery………1   No……...……..……….…….……….....….....2

 Regional/general hospital…….…3  Traditional birth  Vacuum (From birth certificate/   Not yet…………………………………..…...3

 University hospital……............. 4  attendant/midwife    extraction… 2 maternal and child 

 Other public hospital..……....... 5     with certificate……….4  Caesarean health record) Record code

 Private hospital/clinic……........ 6  Traditional birth    section………3  Yes……………….……… 1

 At home……………….……………… 7     attendant/midwife (If not available  No………………..……… 2

 Other (specify)………………...……8     without certificate……5 record "0" in right box)  1st - 2nd week 4th - 6th week

 Other (specify)…………... 6

Mother Child Mother Child

A51 A52 A53 A54 A55

                          94                    95          96  97  101  102   103   104                 105

information and

advice of family

post-partumpost-partum

birth?"

A48 A49

did you 

your last birth?"

delivery 

"How "Where did you give "Did you and your last

method

A52 = 1 or
Ask, who recorded

(After came home)your last

planning from

birth to your last birth?"

deliver

A56

Birth attendant

"Who assisted with 

 the delivery of 

check-ups?"

A50

A54 = 1

health 

personnel?"

"Did you receive

Place of delivery

9



Section  4 Maternal and child health (contd.)

Ask married and ever married women aged 15 - 59 years, having a child aged under 1 year
(A8 = 2 - 6 and A32 = 1)

Breastfeeding

ever been breastfed?"

Record code Record code Record code Record code

   Ever……………….……………...............………1    Yes,……………….……………...................... 1 Believe in child immune.......................1  Mother works outside the home/

Believe in child intelligence................. 2      no time……...…............................... 1

   Never…………………………...……................ 2    No,……..………………..……………...……….. 2 Save money............................................ 3  Mother's ill health ...…....................... 2

Control maternal physical…………………4  Insufficient breastmilk production… 3

Prevention from pregnancy.................. 5  Child's ill health …............................. 4

Others (Specify)..................................... 6  Husband/family not supportive.…...…5

 Other (specify)…..……..….................... 6

                                   106                                   107                                   108                                  109

(Incl. breastfeed from the other)(Incl. breastfeed from other)(Incl. breastfeed from the other) (Incl. breastfeed from other)

"Why have you breastfed?"

(A57 = 2 or A58 = 2)

not providing
Ask, who recorded A57 = 1 Ask women who recently

(At least once a day)

A57

"Has the last birth

A58

breastfeeding
breastfeeding (A58 = 1)

A60A59

"Is the last birth still

breastfeeding?"

"Why did not you breastfeed?"

(Skip to A61)

Ask women providing

(go to next col.)

(Skip to A60)

(go to next col.)

(Skip to A60)

10



Section 4 Maternal and child health (contd.) Section 5 Domestic violence

Ask married and ever married women age 15-59 years,

 having a child age under 1 year (A8 = 2 - 6 and A32 = 1)

"During last 24 hours, did the last birth receive any 

 of the followings?" No reason.................................. 1 who/where did you

When drunk.............................. 2  request for help?"

Drug addict............................... 3 Record code

Record code from your When gambling........................ 4 Ever

Yes................................................................... 1 husband?"  When having problem   Parents………………1

No.................................................................... 2 Record code        on money......................... 5   Parents-in law……2

Don't know.....................................................3  Ever When having work problem... 6   Relatives............... 3

  Once................. 1 When unemployed................... 7   Neighbor.............. 4

   2 - 5 times....... 2 When having family problem... 8   Police.................... 5

   More than When jealous............................ 9   Doctor/nurse........ 6

Vitamin/ Plain Syrup Oral Infant Can milk/ Other Solid or        5 times........ 3 When wife don't cook............. 10

Supplements water or juice rehydra- formula Fresh kind of semi-solid When pregnant......................... 11       center……………7

i.e. fish oil tion milk drink i.e. food i.e. Never……………….4 Refuses to have sex…………….…12   Hot line center.... 8

(ORS) rice juice boil rice, When wife didn't obey............13   Other (Specify).... 9

banana Other  (Specify)........................ 14 Never........................ 10

A61 A62 A63 A64 A65 A66 A67 A68 A69

      110  111   112  113     114   115     116       117            118                   119         121

physical abuse

experience

A70 A71

   Violence protection

did you ever 

to the interview  abuse,

 "During 12 "What's the causes "After the last

months prior episode of physical for the violence?"

Ask married/cohabiting women aged 15 - 59 year (A8 = 2)
Ask women, being physically hit (A69 = 1 - 3)

11

(If record code 1 - 3

(Skip to Sec.6)

 go to next col.)

Record code



Section  6  HIV/AIDS and cancer of reproductive organs

Ask women, aged 15 - 59 years Note for Ask women, aged 30 - 59 years

The knowledge and understanding of HIV/AIDS of the women next Questions Breast cancer examination

Skip to Sec.7

Yes……….……..………………………..……….............. 1 Skip to Sec.8 Record code Record code

No……….……..………………………………..…………… 2  Yes, by   Ever.................................... 1

Don't know/unsure………...…..………..………….…3     Self-exam..…...………1   Never................................. 2

    Health personnel……2

Go to next col.      Self-exam and health

Can people reduce Can people protect Can people Can people Is it  possible         personnel........... 3

their chance of themselves from get the AIDS  get the AIDS for a healthy- No………...…………………. 4

getting the AIDS the AIDS virus by  virus from virus by looking person 

virus by using having one sex mosquito sharing food to have the 

a condom every partner who is not bites? with a person AIDS virus?

time they have sex? infected and has who has AIDS

no other partners?

A72 A73 A74 A75 A76

             37          38      39        40           41                    42                         43

     Record code

The enumerator read each statement from column A72 - A76 to 

the respondent, then record respondent's answer "Yes" , "No" 

or "Don't know" in each box

"During last year,

did you ever

Ask who was examined

(A77 = 2 - 3)

did you ever have

(If record code 2, 3 

go to next col.)

by a mammogram?"

have your breast 

examined?"

"During last year,

your breast examined

(If record code 1,4

skip to A79)

A77 A78

36

REC_NO212

Women 15 - 24 years

Women 25 - 29 years

Women 30 - 59 years



Section 6 HIV/AIDS and cancer of reproductive organs (contd.)

Ask women, aged 30 - 59 years

Cervical cancer screening

Ask women who ever examination (A79 = 1 - 6)

Record code Record code Record code Record code

 Ever (the latest one) within  Health center/public health center...………1  Yes……………………..................... 1  Do not known it's needed………...………… 1

      1 year…………………………......……..……. 1  Public health center (in BKK)………………… 2  No……………………....................  2  Feel shy……..…………………………...…........... 2

      2 years……...……..…………………...….…. 2  Community hospital………..…...................... 3  Afraid of pain……………………………...…....... 3

      3 years……...……….…..………………….... 3  Regional/general hospital……...................... 4  Difficult to access health center……………4

      4 years……...…………………………………. 4  University hospital……..…............................ 5  Can't afford for transportation cost……… 5

      5 years……...……………..………………….. 5  Other public hospital……..……………............ 6  Other (specify)………………………..…............ 6

      More 5 years……...………….…..……...... 6  Private hospital/clinic……………………………. 7

 Other (specify)………………...…...................... 8

 Never.......................................................... 7

(Skip to Sec.8)

results of the cervical 

cancer screening?"

(Skip to Sec.8)

A82

                                44                                 47                                  45                        46

A80

Ask who never exam  (A79 = 7)

for not having

A81A79

cervical cancer screening?" cervical cancer screening?"

"What were the main reasons 

cervical cancer screening?"

"Have you ever checked "Where did you check "Did you get the 

(If record 1-6 go to next col.)

(Skip to A82)

13



Section 7 Reproductive health of adolescents

Ask persons, aged 15 - 24 years (Women and men)
"Have you or your 

Yes,

Record code Record code    Pill………………….……..……………..……1 Record code

 Yes................................ 1  Yes...................................... 1    Emergency contraception..…....... 2 Government hospital…………………..…1 Record code

 No................................. 2    Injectable contraceptive…………… 3 Health center/public health center. 2  Prevent infectious diseases 

 No....................................... 2    Implant………………………………..……4 Mobile clinic………………..………..………3      of reproductive organs/

   IUD…………………………….………….… 5 Health volunteer…..….........................4      AIDS……………………………… 1

   Condom…………………………………… 6 Private hospital/clinic..……….......……5  Convenience, easy to buy...…2

   Female sterilization……………………7 Pharmacy………….…………………..………6  Cheaper than other methods…3

   Male sterilization………………………8 Store………………………….....……….………7  Afraid of side-effect……..………4

   Safe period…………………………………9 Other (specify)………………..………....... 8  Health problem…………………… 5

   Other (specify)……………………………10  From nowhere  Inconvenience to service....... 6

   (used periodic abstinence, etc.).. 9  Other (Specify)……………...…..…7

 No...................................................... 11      

                   48                        49                            50                                 52                          53

A83 A84

contraceptive method 

A86A85 A87

intercourse?"

last sexual intercourse?"

lover?"

a sex partner/

 used the contraception?" the last sexual intecourse and

 lover used the contraception for recorded A85 = 1 - 10 recorded A85 = 6

"Have you ever Ask persons, who

sex partner/lover ever 

"Have you or your sex partner/

for the last sexual 

  what's kind of contraception?"

"Where did you get the "Why did you choose

condom for the 

Ask person, who

contraceptiion for the

(Go to next col.)

(Skip to A88)

(Skip to A88)

Record code

14

(If record code 1 - 10 go to next col.)



Section 7 Reproductive health of adolescents (contd.)

Ask persons, aged 15 - 24 years (women and men)

"When was your first time

having sexual 

intercourse?"

at what level?"

Record complete Record code Record code Record code

year of age  Aborted by  Ever  Yes............................................... 1

      Pharmacy (self prescription)…………….……1      Primary…………………………………………....…1  No.................................................2

(If no record "0"       Hospital/clinic……………………………………… 2      Lower secondary…………………………………2  No answer................................... 3

in the right box)       Private association…………………………………3      Upper secondary…………………………………3

      Abortion services………………………………… 4      University………………………………………….. 4

(If no answer record "99")       Other (specify)………………………………………5      No recall/not sure…………………………………5

 Keep pregnancy...………………...…………………… 6 Never................................................................ 6

 Not sure………………………...…………….………..……7

 No answer…………………………….………..……….... 8

A88

                      54                                          56                                          57                              58

pregnant with un-wanted child,

"Were you circumcised?"

A90A89 A91

instruction in sex education, 

Ask men, aged 15 - 24 years

"Have you ever received formal

family planning, and reproductive 

track infections in school?

"If you/your lover was

what would you do?"

15



Section 8 Housing characteristics

   1.  Type of construction material of living quarter                 2.   Tenure of living quarter                                        

          Cement or Brick……..……………………… = 1       Owner of land and house ………………… = 1

          Wood……………………………………………… = 2       Owner of the house on rented land … = 2

          Wood and Cement or Brick…………… = 3       Owner of the house on public land…… = 3

          Local Materials……………………………… = 4       Hire purchaser…………………………………  = 4

          Reused Materials…………………………… = 5       Rent…………………………………………………  = 5

          Other  (Specify)……………………………… = 6       Rent paid by someone else……………… = 6

      Rent free…………………………………………… = 7

 3. "Are the following items belong to one of the household members?"

     If  "no"  record  "0"

     If  "yes"  record  "1"

          Wooden or metal bed……………………..........

 

H3 (col.63)          Water heater machine in bathroom…………

 

H11 (col.71)

          Microwave……………....................………………

 

H4 (col.64)          Computer…………………………………………………

 

H12 (col.72)

          Electric kettle…………..............………………….

 

H5 (col.65)          Telephone (including PCT extension)………

 

H13 (col.73)

          refrigerator……………………………....................

 

H6 (col.66)          Mobile phone……………………………………………

 

H14 (col.74)

          Television……………………………....................…

 

H7 (col.67)          Car……………………………………………………………

 

H15 (col.75)

          Video/CD / DVD…………………............…………

 

H8 (col.68)          Small truck / Pick-up / Van………………………

 

H16 (col.76)

          Washing machine……………………................

 

H9 (col.69)          Small farm truck and the like……………………

 

H17 (col.77)

          Air Condition……………………….....................

 

H10 (col.70)          Motorcycle…………………………………………………

 

H18 (col.78)

  

Record code in

H1

16

H2(col.61) (col.62)
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